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Dear Reader, 


Ir * art either a 3 a favourer, a follower, 
or a ſeeker, of our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let me 
counſel thee to attend to the three following things. 
The „„ e To 
\. Firſt is, to cleanſe thy way by taking heed thereto ac- 
cording io God's word; which cannot be done but by 
looking well to thy conſcience, and by ſeeking and 
praying for a ſaving application of the atonement, + 
according to God's new covenant promiſe ; 7 will 
de merciful to their unrighteouſneſſes, and will remember 
their fins no more; for nothing ſhort of the blood of 
Chriſt can make the finner clean touching his con- 
ſcience. ' And, if after pardon obtained thou ſhould- 
eſt, through weakneſs, or violent temptation, fall 
into ſin, then do as David did, immediately ſeek 
pardon and forgivench, leſt - thou be hardened 


through the deceitfulneſs of fin, and ſo go from bad 
to worſe, till the backflider in  beart b fle * 


3 


pwn Ways. 
Errors and hereſie dellle the wind, oak the 


, ' AY = - Judgment, 


I 
judgment, and corrupt the affections, ſo as to fas 
our love to the Saviour, and draw it from the 
truth, and from the ſimplicity of it as it is in Chriſt ; 
therefore be earneſt with God to teach thee by his 
Spirit, for nothing but that which is applied by 
God with power to thy ſoul will ever keep thee 
from the path of the deſtroyer, ſupport thee in the 
fiery trial, or ſtay thy heart in a dying hour. 
2dly. Make ſtraight paths for thy feet. This work 
will require much prayer, diligence, and watchful- | 
neſs; but, when it is well done, thou ſhalt have re- 
IE in thyſelf alone, and not in another ; yea, thou 
| ſhalt walk ſafely, and when thou rum thou ſalt nat 
ſtumble. | 
The Arminian 3 at the conditional promiſes, 
which are peculiar to the law; and at thoſe texts 
which his unenlightened mind conſtrues to be in 
favour of, and to exalt, the free-will of man; and 
ſtumbles and takes offence at the ſovereign and 
good-will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and the freeneſs 
of his grace in him; and alſo at the covenant a 
promiſe, which is yea and amen; and at every glo- 
rious doctrine that is calculated to debaſe the ſinner 
and exclude boaſting. Thus be makes flaſb his arm, 
and in bis heart departeth from God, who will leave 
bim like the areary deſert and barren heath, ang be ſhall 
not know when good cometh. 
The Arian catches at every text which ſpeaks of 
thehuman nature of Chriſt, and of his ſtate of humi- 


lation, and of the inferiority of his manhood to that 
4 of 


| 1 
of his infinite divinity; and ſo concludes him to be 
no more than a creature; and, having made this lie 
his refuge, he takes offence, and ſtumbles at a thou- 
ſand paſſages of holy writ that are expreſſive of his 
ETERNAL POWER AND. GODHEAD, which is ſtum- 
bling at Zion's foundation; by which they fall, and 
in that way are broken, ſnared, and taken in their 
own craftineſs, until the fone at which they funk 
falls upon them, and grinds them to powder. 
Some hold God the Father to be the only 100 
in the coDHEAD, and deny the divinity and perſon- 
ality of Chriſt, and the perſonality. of the Hor v 
Gnosr. Others hold that Chriſt is the only perſon, 
and deny both the Father and the Spirit. Theſe 
take ſhelter under every text that ſpeaks of the unity 
of God, and ſtumble and take offence. at, and wreſt, 
every paſſage of ſcripture that is expreſſive of a tri - 
nity of perſons in the uniTY or Gov. They agree 
with John that there is Oxx, but not that there are 
Tunxkk in Ons, and that thole Taree are Ons. 
A trinity in unity, or three diſtin& perſons in one na- 
ture, or one in nature, they cannot make out nor allow, 
And yet ſome of them have been ſo driven into corners 
by wurds of the plural form, ſuch as Holy ones. Dan. iv. 
17. 24. Let us make man. Gen. i. 26. Let us go 
down, Gen. xi 7 ; that they have been obliged to 
divide Chriſt, making him two perſons, human and 
divine; which human nature never had perſonal ex- 
| iſtence, or ĩt never did exiſt alone; for it is called a 
thing, a new thing, and a aka thing x ; and thus ele 


| © vi 5 
wiſe en vw Getiying a trinity, hve ie a made E 


quaternity ; for! it appears plain that John, by his 
afſertion of a trinity of perſons in unity of nature, 


neither brings in a human perſon, nor mentions a 
human nature; but confines and applies it entirely 
to the three divine perſons in unity of eſſence, or in 
unity of eflential divinity; as it is written, J here are 
three that bear record in benden, the FarRHER, the 
Word, and the: Holy Gnosr; and theſe three art 
Ou. In this paſſage the humaniry of Chriſt is not 
mentioned, nor is ĩt implied in the phraſe Worp for 
the Wond was a divine perſon before the human 
nature exiſted, and without it; for; John had in a 
preceding paſſage declared that the Won p was with 
Gon, and that the Word was Gop, and that all 
things were made by Hilf, and without HIM was 
not any thing made that was made; which is an ab- 
ſolute affertion of the diſtinct perſonality and eſſen- 
tial divinity of the Won p; and he confirms it by 
afcribing the whole work of creation to him, and 
all this antecedent to his incarnation, as follows; 
And wa Won Was made N and dwelt __ 
Fry 
Tdi im the N which real Kim not oy 
ſents to, but ſoundly credits, cordially receives, hum- 
bly acknowledges, and ſubmits to, as it is written, 
That "their hearts might be comforted, being knit toge- 
ther in love, and umto all riches of the full aſſurance of 
under fanding 85 to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of 


| 3 * + Poets in whom are 
| we | bid 


C00 
bid all uhe dreafures of wiſdom and knowledge. did 
this I ay leſt any man man ſhould beguile you with en- 
fiemg words; Col. ii. 2, 3, 4. This myſtery the 
wiſe and prudent; of this world reſiſt; and therefore 
God reſiſts theſe'proud ones: They oppoſe the re- 
velation that He hath made of bicuſelf; who (one 


would think) muſt be the beſt judge of the mode 


of his own exiſtence ; at leaſt, a better judge than 
thoſe who cannot account for their own: Theſe 
wanton unes ſport and trifte with the moſt profound 
| myſtery in all the Bible; and by their preaching and 
writing they harden and embolden numbers of poor, 
unenlightened, unrenewed; unhumbled, vainform- 
ed, young men to laugb at and open 4 wide mouth 
againſt a MYSTERY Zhat is higher than heaven, deeper 
than bell, longer than the earth; and broader that the 
fea. Job xi. 7, 8, 9. 95 
Whatever appears to thee, Renten in the Frey 
tures of truth to be contradictions, or whatever ap- 
pears there in thy view of things to claſh, feek-wif- 
dom from above to reconcile and make plain thoſe 
things. Commit thy way unto the Lord, and thy thoughts 
ſhall be eftabliſhed. If any text in God's book op- 
poſes any notion thou haft imbibed from the Preach- 
ing or writings of men, ſtumble not, take no of- 
fence at the word, left God leave thee to err um the 
way of underſtunding, and fumble upon the dark moun- 
tains. Be open to conviction, neither hate the light, 
nor fly from it. Be not too proud to ſeek wiſdom 
and direction from above, which is contempt of the 
| * 4 divine 


in Socinus, Sabellius, Arius, and Elliot, who ne- 


| vii ) 
divine prophet; neither reſt or build on the judg- 
ment, parts, or abilities, of any man. Let God be 
true, but every man a lier. We have many, yea mul- 
titudes, who, though they neither believe in Chriſt 
-Jeſus, or in the ſcriptures of truth, yet have faith 


ver knew either Chriſt orthemſelves, neither the 
wiſdom that is from ny nor heir own- igno- | 
| To: make ftraight ne for thy fret is to 10 . 
ened to ſee a ſweet conſiſtency in the word of God; 
to ſee that nothing eſſential to ſalvation is lacting in 
th faith; to have harmonious views of faith in the 

Covenant _ a and to feel OY in * 
ſoul. 

ons Culivare communion and iendblp with 
thoſe who have been the moſt tried, and who are 
the moſt humble, ſteady, ſelf-baſed, and experi- 
mental; for ſuch are the beſt able vo caſt up the higb- 
way, and to tate up the ſtumbling blocks that may be 
laid before thee by craſty, deſigning, erroneous, and 
deceitful men. He that walketh <with wiſe men ſhall be 
wiſe, bit the companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 

A falſe church is like a whore who keeps pimps. 
She hath not only _/ome ſeated at her door, to call paſ- 
ſengers who go right on their way, but ſhe hath ſpies 
alſo to attend the aſſemblies of Zion, who are ſaid 
10 lie in wait to deceive ; theſe look after, find out, 
and catch, thoſe; who are ſimple and unwary, 10 
| — 0 of their paths, tie in wait for him that 
reproves 


* 
reproves in the gate, and pervert the right ways of the 
Lord. Theſe, by throwing themſelves in the way 
of ſuch weak ſouls, lead them ſtraight to her houſe, who 
has caft down many wounded,' nn gueſts are in 
the depths of bell. 


Grievous hath. been chk Gents 4 condifts of 
my ſoul formerly, occaſioned: by the falſe gloſſes of 
theſe miniſters of ſatan,” whoſe notions have been 


imbibed by their deluded followers, and |thrown-in 
my way by them ; by which the devil always work- 
ed powerfully to make me ſtumble at the word, and 
take an offence at what I could not-.comprehend; 
and all his devices were intended to lead me into 
idolatry. What he aimed at was to fix the AA High 
in the image or ſimilitude ꝙ a man, on the area of 
my imagination; which was nothing leſs than @ bigb 
thing, which exalteth iiſeif againſt the knowledge of 
God; yea, it is an idol in embryo, conceived in the 


imagination. Sometimes this old crafty. enemy of 


ſouls would attempt to puzzle: me by bringing up 
three idols of this ſort to repreſent the glorious Tri- 


nity, and then puzzle me about which! to:addrefs. 


Againſt this I fought with all my might, well know - 
ing that no man bad heard the Farber's voide or ſeen 


his ſhape. John v. 37. That ael Jaw na manner 


e, fimilitude,” leſs ye corrupt yourſelves an inake 
an image. Deut. iv. 15. And that Chriſt, conſider- 


ed as man, is not an ohject of divine -wotſhip, 
| though God 1 incarnate is. For, though. we have knows 
pM Chriſt 
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rift ofier the uf, yet hencaforth know we him fo #0 
more. Thoſe who ſaw him as man only were not 
yet to truſt in him, or pray to him, conſidered as 
man. Truſt not in man, nor in the ſon of man, in whom 
there is no belp. - Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him ouiy ſbalt thou ferve. \ Now the word: that 
was with God, and that was God, and was made 
ficſh; and who is Immanuel, God with us, or God 
incarnate, is to be worſhipped. This I tead in 
ſcripture, But the devil, as I have juſt hinted, was 
working on my imagination; to confuſe and confound 
m mind, and to lead me to heart- idolatry; for T 
kne that God had compared himſelf to a fountain of 
Going mater, and to a conſuming fire ; and that the 
Holy Ghoſt was compared to wind; to either of 
which no human likeneſs can be framed or formed. 
I alſo knew that omnipreſence could never be cir- 
cumſeribed in the limits of an imaginary doll, as 
was repreſented to me by ſatan on the threſhold of 
fancy. I like wiſe knew chat eternal igbt, lift, and 
vr, could never be moulded into the likeneſs or 
 &militude of a poor earth - worm. If I had thought 
chus, A ee | 
v_w_ - 
ets che Making bp | 
: Ab in their imaginations, till cheir fooliſp boris 
te darkened; profeſſing themſelves io be wiſe, they be- 
un fools, and change the glory of the uncorruptible God 


mto 


Tu) 
into an image made like to corruptible man, virds, beaſts, 
and creeping things. Rom. i. 21, 22, 23. To what 
then will ye liken God, or what likentfs wall ye compare 
unto bim? Iſaiah xl. 18. I further knew that a fri- 
_ unity was far enough above the rules of arith- 
ic; that immenſity was too vaſt for a vain ima» 
je either to explore or contract. And as 
Chriſt aſcended that he might Jill all things, (Eph. iv. to) | 
no groſs image is to be made of him wo is che 
image of the inviſible God. Hence the three-one 
Jehovah, the eternal and anvifible God, is out of 
the reach of the poor ſhort- ſighted light of nature, 
and can never be known but in his on glorious 
rays, as it is written, In thy light woe Jes life. 
_ Under theſe workings of ſatan, concerning the 
Trinity, I lay confuſed and confounded for. a con 
and meditation, were kept up day and night; and; 
after having been thus exerciſed for three years; 
the ever bleſſed God appeared, and ſweetly deliver- 
neſs: he cleanſed me; ſince which ſore conflict nei- 
the devil, the Arian, Socinian, or Sabellian, :have 
ever been able to move me; for Butler, the worſt 
of all ſnares to me, who is mentioned in feveral of 
my books, was led to ſet up theſe three dolls in hit 
brains, in imitation of the Trinity; and, as he j 
not make one to be three, and three one, he denied 
| the 3 and of che Holy 
_ 


„ 

Ghoſt; and, being wonderfully eſtabliſhed in this 
ue, he held it faſt, and refuſed to let it go. Re- 
fiſting the apoſtles, who had fo ſtrenuouſly aſſerted 

a plurality of perſons, he held faſt only the ſcriptures 
that expreſſed the unity, and conſtrued the others to 
be the effects of the apoſtles” ignorance and blind- 

© neſs. And he affirmed that the future glorious light 
| which is expected would deliver the ſaints from the 
ignorance that lay under their vail. In this he was 
fixed, and in this he exulted and triumphed, for, I 
believe, near or quite ten years; yea, and this he 
circulated privately to all that he could, and then 
began to preach it openly, which coſt me many 
ſighs, groans, and tears. But, ſoon after I had diſputed 
with him, and written to him, on the ſubje&, the 
fiery trial ſeized him, when the little imaginary 
imagination, and which he called his God and Sa- 
viour, ſtood him in no ſtead; for, in that perilous 
hour, down he ſunk into the dark regions of black 
deſpair, where he has lain theſe ten years, and from 
whence it is to be feared he will never come out; 
nor is it likely he ſhould, ae n 
_ calls a danmable hereſy. 
Reader, many are the paſſages af kak writ / 1e 
do puzzled and perplexed me in the courſe of my 
pilgrimage, moſt of which my moit gracious God and 
Father hath, at different times, opened and explain- 
; w_ me, ſome few wheregh are oodles: in this work, 
15 and 
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and perhaps the reſt may come aſter. That God 
may bleſs the attempt of his ſervant to the gn of 
thy ſoul is the prayer and deſire of, 


Dear Reader, 


The chicfeſt of ſinners, | 


w. HUNTINGTON. 


* 
Church Street, Paddington, 
: March 1, 1796. 
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LIGHT $ SHIN ING IN DARKNESS. 


coD's UNERRING WATCHWORD To THE DOUBTFUL 
SAINT n HALTING BETWEEN cc 10 HERE AND 
LO THERE,” | | 


nd pine ears ſhall hear a word Lebind bee; Jani, 
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
" right hand, and when ye turn 10 0 1 Liaiah 


XXX. 21. 


Tan prophet in this A deſcribes Aa people 
upon whom the Lord waits to be gracious, that is, 
he obſerves their conduct, conſiders their ſtraits and 
troubles, and ſuffers their caſes to get deſperate, 
with reſpect to human aid, that he may diſplay the 
riches of his grace when there is no eye to pity nor 
hand to help, and that his ſtrength may be perfected 
in their weakneſs; ' by which means he convinces 
them of their fins and of their inſufficiency, and ſo 
ſtops the mouth of boaſting, and ſecures the glory 
of their falvation to himſelf, Verſe 18. 

He further intimates that God's ' gracious deli | 
verance of them ſhall be obtained in anſwer to weep- . 


ing, crying, and praying. Ver. 19. And that for a 
B | while ; 


43 


white adverſity and oppreſſion ſhall be their forrow- 
ful meat and drink; yet that it ſhall terminate in ſuch 
an unctuous and experimental knowledge of the 
truth, as ſhall greatly fortify them againſt the ſeduo- 
tion of blind watchmen and dumb dogs. Thy teachers 
ſhall not be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes 
ſhall fee thy teachers. Ver. 20. 

A miniſter of the letter ſtands in his chains, and in 
the bondage of his corruption ; and he ſavours of 
fin and wrath, and nothing elſe; and the ſhew 
of his countenance proclaims it, and teſtifies againſt 
The pre ſumptuous ſinner, that runs into the mi- 
| niſtry unſent of God, ſtands in pride, arrogance, and 

falſe confidence, and hardens and emboldens the 
wicked. 

The heretic, who holds damnable hereſies, is 2 
miniſter of Satan, and Hunde in che father of les 
actuated and influenced by him. 
The Arminian ſtands in the fleſh, truſts in 1 own 

heart, leans to his own underſtanding, and makes 

fleſn his arm. He is not emptied from veſſel to 
veſſel; he is ſettled on his lees; his ſcent is not chang- 
ed; he ſavours not the 0 215 be of Goa, 2 50 05 
- »p64ans ien 

Bor che miniſter of brit ftahds en in the Lads 
he ſtands in the Lord's ſtrength, in his gtace and 
favour, in his righteouſneſs, in his truth, in the peace 
that he has made, and in the liberty that he has 
ee He tands as. his ambaſſador and his 

mouth 


CEP 2 
mouth to the people, ſhining in his light, and burn 
ing with his love, ſeeking his honour and glory, and 
dhe welfare of all his ſeed. For ſuch 10 live is Chriſt, 
and to die is gain. 
Now for God to be gracious to ſuch ſouls, to hear 
their cry, and to anſwer them, and then to enlighten 
them to ſce eye to eye with their own teachers, and 
that themſelves are built upon the ſame foundation 
chat the apoſtles and prophets were built on, and that 
the moſt profound miniſter of Chriſt cannot get into 
4 4<orner, or be hid from them in the myſteries of the 
kingdom, is a bleſſing indeed. But if, at any time, 
they ſhould. be ſeduced, or led aftray, then a word 
behind them ſhall ſet them right * Ne ears 
all hear a word behind tber. 
But then what is this word Bebind us? The law i is 
called a voice of words; and every believer ſhould 
endeavour to keep this voice of words -behind him, 
and not ſuffer himſelf to be bewitched like the fooliſh | 
Galatians, in being led back to it again. This voice 
of words blinds us when it is before us, and kills us 
when it is within us; and therefore, having fled from 
the wrath to come, and from the mount that burns 
with fire, from blackneſs and darkneſs, we ſhould _ 
beware of the leaven of the phariſees, leſt they bring 
us back to the law again; for he that hath got irt 
face Zion-ward ſhould keep Sinai at his back, and 
the voice of words always Behind him, as a ſpur to his 


diligence, _ as a caution not. to look. back, res, 
B 1 DT 


(46.3; | 
membering bis former n and his miſery; the 


wormwood, and the gall. | 
However, this is not the word behind us, becauſe i ir 


gives not life, nor doth it ſhew the way to it, as this 
word does, which ſays, Thes is the way, walk ye in it. 
For not the law, but the goſpel; not Moſes, but 
Chriſt; not tlie letter, but the ſpirit ; ſhew the way 
of life, and the way to life. 
| Again, the word of life in the mouth of Chriſt is a 
word before us. When he putteth forth bis own ſbeep 
he goeth before them, and the ſheep hear his voice and 
follow him; but a ftranger will they not follow, but will 
flee from bim, for they know not the voice of ftrangers.. 
This is a word before, and not behind us. 
But further, the word of truth in the mouth of 
goſpel miniſters ſhould be a word Zefore us. It is 
a a ſad thing when one who is called a leader goes 
bebind. He ought to be before the flock: in know- 
ledge, experience, judgment, and gifts; and to fay 
with Paul, Be ye followers of me, and mark them that 
walkſo; and again, Follow me, as J follow Chriſt. 
But to have a paſtor over a people who is nothing 
but a novice, or an old woman, is one of Zion's 
worſt calamities. 4s for my people, children are their 
,  oppreſſors, and women rule over them. Iſaiah iii. 12. 
From which rulers and. oppreſſors the good. Lord 
deliver us all. 
But, notwithſtanding all that has TOE Gab, the child = 
of e often needs 4 word behind him; and Gd | 
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ys he ſhall have it, and his ears ſhall hear it too. 
For this word is to ſpeak, and to be heard, when 
te believer is turning to the right hand or 10 the. 
Aft.” 2d on : 
But does not God promiſe to lead his people in 
a ſtraight way wherein they ſhall not ſtumble? Yes; 
and he ſays, Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eye- 
lids look ſtraight before thee; ponder the path of thy feet, 
turn not to the right hand nor to theleft. Prov. iv. 25, 
| 26, 27. But, if God leads his people in a ſtraight 
path wherein they are to go, and commands them 
not to decline either to the right or left, from 
whence come theſe turnings mentioned in this text? 
For the word behind is to ſpeak, when they turn to the 
right hand, and when they turn to the left, + 
The occaſion. of theſe turnings 7s the voice of 
| frrangers, or the uncertain ſounds given by the 
trumpet of blind watchmen, called by the Maſter of 
aſſemblies, Lo here and lo there. But, ſaith he, go not 
after them, nor follow them. And, though it is true 
that the ſheep will not follow them, for they know not 
the voice of ſtrangers, yet they have at certain times 
gained their attention, filled them with wonder and 
amazement, made them halt between two opinions, 
gained upon their paſſions, zealouſly affected them, 
got into their good graces, and have been received 
into their houſes; and have been often ſwayed both 
to the right hand and to the left. At theſe times they 
Hall bear a word behind them, ins, This is the 4s 


walt Je in it. 5 
„ Then 
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Then what is this word that ſpeaks behind us ?. 
I would afk thee, Chriſtian, how the word came to 
thee at firſt, You will anſwer, © It came not as the 
word of man, but, as it is in truth, the word of Gd; 
it came with power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
much aſſurance.“ If it came with power, then 
it was the goſpel indeed, which is the power of God 10 
ſalvation; and, if it came in the Holy Ghoſt, the goſ- 
pel was to thee the miniſtry of the Spirit, which giveth 
life; and, if it came with much aflurance, then it was 
the word of faith which we preach, for faith came ta 
thee by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, - 
The Father ſpoke love to thee, the Son ſpoke life, 
mercy, and peace, and the Spirit ſpoke “ Abba Fa- 
ther” in thee, and bore his witneſs to thy ſonſhip. 
This word had a ſweet voice then, and it has the 
ſame voice now; and this word of paſt experience, 
which quickened thee and raiſed thee to hope at 
firſt, is a word behind thee; and the voice of God in 
it is this, Let that abide in you which ye haue beard from 
the beginning; if that which ye heard from the bt: 
ginning ſhall abide in you, Je ſhall continue in the Son aug 
in the Father. 1 John ii. 24. Remember, ſaith the Lord, 
05 750% haſt received and heard, and hold faſt ? Holl 
Faſt that which thou haſt, let no mau take thy crown, 
Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, I wil 
keep thee from the hour of temptation. Now the voice 
of this word behind us ſhould be attended to before 

we turn to the right hand or to the left. 
The Galatians got into the right way and ran well; 


but they were turned out of the way to the left hand, 
which leads to Horeb; then the Spirit by Paul ſpoke . 
in the word behind them. Received ye the Spirit by 
the works of the law? He that miniftereth the Spirit and 
worketh miracles among you," doth be it by the works of  - 
the law or by the bearing of faith ? Did ye begin in 
the Spirit? Then walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not 
fulfil the luſts of the len. This mathe word ber, 
hind them. Totnes 2» * 
So, likewiſe, when the deluded Nerve cries ov to che 
right hand, debaſing and diſhonouring the Lord of 
glory, and ſetting his wiſdom and knowledge above 
him, taking the right hand of him, ſtyling him a crea- 
ture, and pointing us to an unincarnate God, and to 
ſeeking for him, nat as ſhining in the face of Feſus Chriſt, 
but as ſmoking in the fury of his jealouſy in a broken 
| law——then the word has a voice behind thee. How, 
didſt thou receive Chriſt at firſt ? As a man, as a crea- 
ture, as an empty name, as a delegated God, or a. 
| God by office, or as a covenant character without a 
divine perſon to fill and ſupport it? Or didſt thou 
receive him as Thomas did, and ſay, My.Lord and my. 
God? or as other ſaints have done, Lo tbis is our Cod, 
we bave waited for him, and he will ſave us; this is b 
Lord, we will be glad and rejoice in his ſalvation! Ifaiah ” 
xxv. 9, The voice of God in the word 4ebind thes 
is this; 4s you received Chriſt 7eſus the. Lord, Jo walt 
he in him. You received him as God over all; as 
able to fave to the uttermoſt ; as a willing, ſuitable, - 
and dens Saviour; as the proper object of 
B 4 every 


( s ) 
every ERGY of divine worſhip ; as the object of all 
your love, faith, hope, and truſt. * With him was 
there any thing mix d? Then what wouldſt thou mix 
with him now? You knew then whom you had be- 
lieved, and you was perſuaded that he was able to 
keep that which you had committed to him againſt 
that day. But now you have caſt away your confi- 
dence, which 'hath ſo great'a recompenſe of reward, 
and your affections are alienated from him; your 
love is waxed cold, and your: thoughts of Chriſt are 
mean and low, and you ſtagger: at every thing, and 
are at a point in nothing. An enemy hath dune this.” 

; You niuft return again to your firſt- huſband, for it was 
better with you" then than it is iow. This perſuaſion 
came not from him that called you. It is the voice 
of a ſtranger; it is an uneertain ſound; it is an un- 
warranted Jo Here and lo there; 8⁰ not after them, 
nor follow them. Attend to the voice of Chriſt % ö 
the word bebind thee, The Spirit then teſtified of 

Feſus to thy heart, and glorified Chriſt in thee, and 
his witneſs was .borne to thy ſonſhip by the faith of 
him. By receiving Chriſt you received power to become 

@ſm of God; and that anointing is true, and is no lie,there- 
| fore abide in him, They that have ſeduced thee have 

not taught thee” as that anointing has taught thee, 
therefore thou needeft no ſuch teachers nor teaching, 
becauſe they have not taught thee the ſame leſſons 

" , which that anointing has taught thee, but contrary to 

it. Ze have an union from the Holy One, and ye know 

all things : and, even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
; | in 


(9 ) 


in bim. 1. John ii. 27. Set thine heart once more to the high 
wWay, even 10 the way which thou wenteſt... Turn again, 
O virgin of Iſrael, turn again to theſe thy cities. How long 
wilt thou go about, O thou back/iiding daughter ? for. the 
Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman hall 
compaſs a man. And from that new; thing, from that 
Immanuel, God with us, let no man ſeduce thee; let 
no man beguile thee ; for the believer is complete in 
him; and he that abideth in him brings forth much 
fruit : but there is nothing but deficiency, barrenneſs, 
and miſery, out of him, No to the ſaving counſel 
and inf chat 1s given us in this * ven 
us. 
It is this, This 16 the Way, 7 ye i it, wha ve 15 
10 the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 
then, What way is this? I anſwer, It is a way * 70 
 frwl knoweth, no bird of prey. A way that: the lions 
whelps' have never trod, not the roaring lion of the 
bottomleſs pit, nor any mY of his, have ever been 
on it. Job xxviii. 7, 8. I is bid from the eyes of all 
living. The natural man e not the things of 
the Spirit of God, nor can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. He knows nothing but 
what he knows naturally, and in theſe things he cor- 
rupts himſelf. He would fain be wiſe, though he be 
born like a wild aſs's colt. But this way is above 
him; it is far above out of his ſight and out of his 
reach. The way of life is above to the wiſe, that he may 
depart from hell beneath. But this is God's way; and - 
God's ways are not man s ways. As high as heaven is 


above 


( w ) 
above the earth, ſo high are God's ways above man's 


ways, and God's thoughts above man's thoughts, 
_ Chriſt it the way, the truth, and the life, He is 
God's way upon earth, and his ſaving health among all 
nations. Wherever he is revealed, he is revealed as 
the only way to the Father. He is the way, by the 
facrifice that he offered, and by the ſatisfaction that 
he made, by the path that he trod as our forerunner, 
by the door of hope that he opened, by the way of 
life that he caſt up and conſecrated through the vail 
of his fleſh, by the doctrine that he taught, by the 
faith that he hath finiſhed, by the example that he 
hath ſet, and by the promiſe of life and gift of peace 
that he hath left as invaluable legacies behind him. 
This is the way, walk ye in it. 85 | 
The faints' path is the way of an the 


way of life, of peace, of wiſdom, of -underſtand- 


ing, of holineſs, and of charity; and Chriſt is all 
theſe, I am the truth, I am the life. He is our 
peace. I am wiſdom, I am underſtanding, Jam 
the Lord your Holy One, the creator of Tjrael, your 
ting. Iſaiah xliii. 15, This is the true God, and 
eternal life. 1 John v. 20. And to walk by faith in 
him, and in the faith of intereſt in the favour of 
him, is to walk in all theſe. This is the way, walk 
IO 1 5 N 
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run BELIEYER'S GARLAND RECOVERED FROM. 
THIEVES; AND RESTORED TO ITS PROPER 
OWNERS, | 5 | 


y * 4 


But be ye doers of the word, and not bearers only, 
deceiving your ownſelves, James i, 22. 
Tuis text, as well as many more, has had the 

misfortune to fall into the hands of thieves; thieves 

and robbers, who have tripped it of its meaning, 
and left it half dead to its owners. I mean ſuch 
thieves and robbers as are aiming at heaven; not 
by the door of mercy opened by the blood and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; but who are climbing up 
another way, a way not caſt up, a way that is right 
in their own eyes, but in the judgment of Gol it is 
the way of death: this thievery is robbing Chriſt of 
his honour, as the only way to the Father; and God 
of his glory, who, in his pity and compaſſion ta 
ruined man, contrived this way. But will a man 
rob God? Yes he will. No wander then that he 

ſays by the law of retaliation, Bebald, I come as 3 

thief. 

© This text is * by the blind leaders of the 

blind, to all that make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, to 

ſuch as appear in a voluntary humility, and to thoſe 
who in a blind zeal * ſea and land to make 
4 | proſelytes 


(12) 
proſelytes to themſelves, yea, and to all ſuch who 
appear outwardly righteous before men. But, if theſe 
be the heirs of this text, then the papiſts, eſpecially 
the nuns among them; yea, and the Jewiſh ſcribes 
and phariſees, and our Britiſh advocates for free will, 
with every other branch of the bond family, may 
claim it, for theſe all work ;—but does God work in 
them? The poor and ſimple among the Jews aſ- 
ſigned the kingdom of heaven to the ſcribes and' 
phariſees before all others; but then theſe poor things 
Judged according to appearance, and not righteous 
judgment; for Chriſt aſſigned the ſcribes and pha- 
riſees to the greateſt damnation, and adopted pub- 
licans and harlots in their room, and ſaid, T; beſe Bal 
enter into the kingdom of God before tbem. 
Before we give up this text, let us inquire, - 
1. What this werd is, and how received. 
2. What is meant by doing the word. And, 
44 He that does not the ward ig one that deceives 
5 ldabes, this great Wattle, will tell us himfele wht 
* means by the word. Of his own will begat be us 
with the word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt 
fruits of his creatures. This word is the word of 
life, ſent home to the heart by God, and applied by 
the Holy Spirit. Here is the ſovereign and good will 
of God ſet forth to his people, which implies that 
this begetting is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth. The begetting of us is wholly owing 
to God's own free will and good pleaſure, and fo 

l is 


tu) 
is our new birth alſo, Ir is hot of the will of the P o, nor 


of the 4will of man, nor of Blood, but of God. And. he- 


begets us from a death in fin, from a death in law, 
and from a death to all the real ſervice of God; and 


to a life of faith, a life in the Spirit, and to a lively 


hope, by the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead. 


He that is our God is the God of ſalvation; ; and unto God 


the Lord belong the 1ſſues from death. 


Thoſe that God begets are called the firſt fait of | 


his creatures. But was all the harveſt, all the crops 
of the holy land, carried into God's ſanctuary? No; 
only the firſt fruits. Was all that the fig tree or the 
pomegranate tree bore offered to God? No; only 
the fruit that was firſt ripe. And does God beget 
all his creatures to life by the word of truth? No; 


only the firſt fruits of his creatures. Theſe fruits 


are gathered from among the reſt, which are called 
creatures, which bear untimely fruits, wild grapes, 

&c. and are called corrupt trees, with corrupt fruit; 
and are diſtinguiſned from God's fruit by being 
called the vintage and harveſt of the wicked. But 
do thoſe legal workers ſubmit to the ſovereign and 


| good will of God? No; they blaſpheme the counſel 
of his will. Are they begotten, from death? No; 


they are Wan the miniſtration of it, and ſtick to i it, 
and contend for their own dead works. Do they 
receive the word of truth, with which we. are he⸗ 
gotten, in an honeſt and good heart? No; their doc- 
trines, writings, ſermons, and confeſſions, are not the 

nn of truth but confuſion and falſehood. The 
8 | firſt 
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„ 
feſt fruits of his creatures here ſpoken of were firſt 
ripe in the council of God, firſt ripe under the ſun 
of righteouſneſs ; they firſt truſted in Chriſt, and are 
- the firſt that ſhall riſe from the dead. Chriſt the fir 
fruits of all, and thelc the for e of Gid's creatures 


in him. 
But alas! theſe Abenden who labour for that 


which is not bread, and who ſpend money for that 
which fatisfieth not; are ſad enemies to theſe firſt 
fruits, redeemed from among men; they cc for 
the creatures, and cleave to them; — 
for the world, for univerſal redemption; they de- 
ſpiſe the free woman, and love the bond; they hate 
Zion, and eleave to Sinai; they lampoon the firſt il 
fruits, and affect the corrupt fruits. And ſurely ſuch Ml 
works can never be called doing the word; for he 
chat labdurs aright muſt firſt be a partaker of the 
fruits of the Spitit, and be taken himſelf out of the 
world, out of che fleſh, and out of legal bondage, | 
and bondage to fin, before he can be called a firſt | 
fruit of God's creatures, | 
Thoſe who deny the fall of man, had who have 
u will and power of their own, who have a talent, 
arid a ſtock of inherent grace to imptove, can never 
be James's doers of the wvord of truth; for he that does 
the word receives both the word and the powet to 
do from God. Do not err, my beloved brethien; 
 ehehy good and every perfect gift is from above, and 
_ cometh down from the Father of lights. So that he is a 


EET gy for all that is 
m_ 


| C88 3 | 
perfect, and for all that he does; and he is ſaid to 
receive theſe as gifts from God: and, if all that is good 
and perfect comes down from above, then it cannot 
| be inherent in man. And ſure I am that fleſhly per- 
fection is not to be found among all the gifts that 
come down from the Father of lights, | 

Moreover, theſe are called God's gifts, and there- 
fore not man's ſtock. Beſides, the receiver of thaſe 
gifts is led to view God as the immutable Jehovah, . 
with whom is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. 
But this article is no part of their creed who make 
God to change in his love, in his mind and will, and 


W in his gifts of life and grace, by aſſerting that theſe 


firſt fruits may fall from adoption, from grace, and 
from the gift of eternal life, and periſh. = 
Furthermore, his doer of the word is ohe unto 
whom God hath granted repentance unto life; he is 
not one that hates the light, or rebels againſt the word 
of ſovereign grace; but one of an humble anda 
contrite heart, that trembles at God's word. For 
James intimates that this doer receives, with 
met ene eſs the ingrafted word, 5 is able to ſave his 
foul, But then the repentance that produces ſuch 
meekneſs is not to be found in the elder ſon, the 
tranſgreſſed the commandment; for, when the fatben 
ſaid to him, Go work to day in ny vineyard; ke aids 
1 go, fir; but went not. It is the prodigal, the young 
er ſon, who has been manifeſted to be a ſon ſiuce 
the NO and that by adopting * who, when 
his 
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his faber ſaid to him, Go work to day in my vineyard, 
replied, I will not, but afterwards repented and went, 
renouncing his own will, and repenting of the re- 
bellion of it; and upon repentance went and did the 
will of his father, denying ſelf and ſelf- will too. 

Now this ſon is ſaid to receive with meekneſs the 
ingrafied word, which is able to ſave his foul, But 
why is it called the ingrafted word? In oppoſition to 
all ſuch as receive it in the head, in the theory, in 
word only, in thorny | ground, way ſide, or in 
ſtony ground. And, in oppoſition to all that receive 
it as the word of man, it is received in an honeſt and 
a good heart, as the word of God, which is quick, 
and gives life; ſharper than a ſword, and cuts its 
way ; comes in power, and makes all high things 
that exalt themſelves fall before it; it comes in much 
aſſurance, and raiſes the ſoul to God in faith; in the 
Holy "Ghoſt, regeneration follows upon it; it is 
received in love, and abides there; and it is the 
ingrafted word, and ſhall never be ſeparated from the 
good tree that is made good by it, / are An 
the word of God and prevails. _ | 
This is God's covenant with Chriſt; * Aa us 
in him. The word that I haue put into thy mouth, and 
the Spirit that is upon thee, ſhall never depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy fs feed, 0 the Lord, from u 

and for euer. 8 20 
- Hence it is called the e ſeed, the word f 


God, that liveth and abideth for. ever. And who is'to 
eil take 
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take this ingrafted word out of us? None can but the 


divine huſbandman, and he will not, for his faith- 
fulneſs ſhall not fail, his covenant ſhall not be bro- 
ken, his word ſhall not return void, his truth ſhall 
not paſs away unatcompliſhed ; nay, he purgeth every 


| fruitful branch in the vine, that it may bring forth 


more fruit; he never takes any away but concubines, 
who are not in wedlock, baſtards who have no chaſ- 
tiſement, and barren branches which have no union, 
never being made one ſpirit with the living vine; 


- but theſe ingrafted branches, who have the ingraft- 


ed word in them, their leaf ſhall not wither, nor ſhall 
they ceaſe from yielding fruit; nay, they ſhall bring _ 
forth fruit in old age, to ſhew that God is upright. 

This aver of the word is further deſcribed by his 
light, his conſtancy, his ſtate of freedom, "and the | 
bleſſing that he works under. 

But zvhoſo looketh into the perfect law of Boy, aid 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a 
deer of the work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. 

James here intimates that it is not enough for a 
man to ſee, but to feel; not only to look i into this 
law, but to get into it, and to continue therein, as 
all will who get into this law aright; for if they do 
err from it, they ſhall come to underſtanding again. 

The bleſſing is on thoſe and only thoſe who are 
in this law, for the curſe is on all who are out of it. 

But then what is. this law? The law of releaſe, the 
law of faith; but why is it called the law of liberty ? 


Becauſe the deen of Chg to the precepts of the 


moral 
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5 ct 3 Juſtifies us and frees us from the Re Do 


and live. The death of Chriſt frees us from the curſe 
of the law; the blood of Chrift frees us from the guilt 
of ſin; the love of Chriſt frees us from wrath, tor- 
ment, and the fear of it; and the Spirit of Chriſt frees 
us from the ſordid diſpoſition and baſe principles of 
ſlaves; and the reigning grace of Chriſt frees us from 
the reign of ſin, and from the apoſtaſy of hypocrites. 
This man is not a forgetful hearer, he never forgets 
the hill Mizar ; nor can he get from his part and lot 
in this law; and ſuch an one is @ doer of the word and 
work too. But what work? Not the works of the 
_ fleſh, for theſe are fin; nor the works of Herod, who 
did many things, but nothing right ; nor.dead works, 
for the blood of Chriſt purges the conſcience from 
them; nor the works of the law, for ſuch are curſed 
in their deeds, inſtead of being bleſſed; much leſs 
the works of darkneſs, which are errors and hereſy: 
and there are alſo deceitful - workers, who walk in 
craftineſs, and handle the word of God deceitfully, 
in order to make the heart of the righteous ſad, and 
to ſtrengthen the hands of evil doers; but which of 
all theſe forts of workers are b/c ed in their deeds ? 1 
anſwer, None of them; for they that are of the works 
of the law are under the curſe, and ſo are they who 
are of the works of darkneſs; and curſed be he that 
@eeth the twork of the Lord deceitfully. Jer. xlviii. 10. T 
There are various branches of doing in ſcripture; 
but the doers themſelves are ranged in two claſſes, 
and the one is oppoſed or ſet in oppoſition to the 
other by God H O love the Lord, all ye his 
ain. 
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uu: for the Lord proerveth the faithf, and plentiful 


ly rewardeth the proud doer. Pſalm xxxi. 23. | 

The one here is called a faint, one ſeparated to 
God's ſervice, to grace here, and to glory hereafter, 
in the purpoſe of God; and they are called to be 
faints, and are ſanctified, being waſhed in Chriſt's 
blood, and renewed by the Spirit: theſe are called 
the faithful, whom God preſerves; and the other is 
the proud doer, who works to be ſeen of men, and 


| boaſts of his performances, whom God plentifully re- 


wardeth for all his pride, and for all his doings, as 
he did the Jewiſh phariſees; and this we have often 
ſeen with our eyes, when their doings have lifted 
them up in pride till they have fell into the condem- 
nation of the devil, and have appeared vagabonds in 
this world, with the evident tokens of pendinn 
upon them, 

This doer of the 3 * 2 whe is bleſſed in 


a bis deed, muſt be a believer; for, as before obſerved, 


they that are of the works of the law are under the 
curſe, and there is no bleſſing | where there is no 
faiths as many as are of faith, are bleſſed with faithful 
Abraham. But then there are many perſuaſions in 
the world that are called faith; this is true, But then 
theſe perſugſions come not from him that called us. Abra- 
ham's faith we know was of God, and it was not the 
faith of univerfal redemption, nor of univerfal grace; 
for though Lot came out of Haran with him, yet 
there was not one called out of the land of the Chal- 
deans but Abraham, as God ſays, look unto Abraham 

G2 our 


„ 
your father, md t6 Sarah that bare you, for I called him 
alone, and bleſſed him, and increaſed him. Therefore 
Abraham's faith was the faith of God's elect, which 
is the only faith in this world that is of God, and 
that has God's bleſſing annexed to it; and fureI am 
that the doer of the word in my text is a worker in 
faith, or a faithful worker; for wwhat/vever is not of faith 
is ſin. Beſides this man is bleſſed in his deed, not 


for it; and as many as are of faith, are bleſſed with [7 ; 


faithful Abraham, for all Abraham's children are 
ſure to copy after their father. F ye were the children 
. ye would do the works of Abraham. 
ut what was Abraham's work? Why the obe- 
dience of faith; be obeyed God and went out, at God's 
call, But had he light, or x talent, or a ſtock: of 
grace, or of power, to come to Chriſt of himſelf? 
No, the Lord called him. Had he a ſtock of wiſ- 
dom or knowledge to direct his way ? No, he obeyed, 


and went out, not knowing whither he went, Abraham 


walked by faith, not by ſight. Did he bring any 
of his free will, or human performances, to God 
for acceptance? No, he came to receive, not to 
give; be came into a country that he ſhould afterwards 
receive for an inheritance: In his way to Canaan he 
depended on the wiſdom of God to direct him; 
and when he came there, he waited on God for fur- 


ther orders: and God appeared, and told him that 
it was he that called him out of Ur of the Chaldees, 


to give him the land, and he bids him walk through 


it, and he did ſo; and then in faith, and out of gra- 
rcude 
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titude, he builds an altar, and calls upon the name 


of the Lord, the everlaſting God, in prayer, praiſe, 


and thankſgiving. . God then promiſes him a ſeed 
in which he and all the nations of the earth ſhould 
be bleſſed ; he believes it, and God reckons that 
ſeed to him for righteouſneſs. , 

| God bids him to walk before him, nt to be up- 
33 Jam thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
In the type of Canaan, he receives heaven in faith 
and hope; in the ſeed promiſed he ſees Chriſt at a 
diſtance, and is perſuaded of his coming, and em- 


braces him in love; and in Chriſt God becomes his 


ſnield of defence, and through Chriſt he is his God, 
his portion, and his exceeding great reward. | 
Abraham lives by faith till Iſaac comes, and in 
him he ſees the nigher approach of his great Re- 
deemer. He is bid to offer him up; he does it in 
faith that God was able to raiſe him from the dead. 
God receives him in a figure, and Abraham receives 
him back again in reality, and ſees the day of Chriſt 
in the type. Your father Abrabam rejoiced to ſet my 
day, and he Jaw it, and was glad. 
He is ordered to circumciſe his family, a ſeal in 
his fleſh that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt was on 


him, and that the love of God, a better ſeal, was in 


him. He charges his houſehold to obſerve his own 
conduct, and to depend on God, and not to take 
Iſaac, nor to go themſelves into the old country 


again, or into the world, from whence they came 


C 3 J | out. 
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out. He dies in faith, and obtains 7his ga report, 
that he obeyed God's voice, kept his charge, his ſtatutes, 
his commandments, and his laws. God's voice to 
him was to quit the Chaldeans. His charge was, to 
abide in Canaan, to circumciſe his family, to offer 
up Iſaac, and to walk before God. His ſtatutes 
were eternal life by the faith that he had, and that to 
all generations for evermore. God's commandment t6 
him was, 0 turm out the bond woman, and ber ſoy, and 
to call the ſeed that was to come in Iſaac, not in 
Iſhmael; and God's law to him was the law of faith, 
that excludes boaſting, and brings an imputed righ- 
teoùſneſs to the heart, and the humbled ſinner to the 
foot of the Lamb, as the greateſt of all debtors to 
ſovereign grace. Theſe were the works of 8 5 
ham, and all his children do the ſame. 19 

They are called of God, and come out of the 

world; they walk by faith, and not by ſight; they re- 
ceive in faith and hope the heavenly country, and 

E call upon God in prayer, praile, and thankfulneſs, for 
what they have in heart and hope; they abide in the 
covenant, as he did in Canaan, and have no deſire 


to go back from whence they came; they offer up 


their all, rather than part with Chriſt; their hearts are 
circumciſed to love God, which is a ſeal to them that 
they are juſtified by faith, which always works by 
love; they bring up their family in the nurture and 
admonition of God, and ſeparate themſelves from the 
children of the fleſh that perſecute the heirs of pro- 
wiſe, and ſuffer no: the bond woman to domigeer 


. 
ovef the free in the houſehold of faith, nor a baſtard 
to claim the inheritance of grace and glory, but ſend 
them into the wilderneſs of this world, to which they 
belong : theſe are the works of Abraham, and this is 
the doer of the word. 

This doer in James's account is begotten from 
death by the ſovereign good will of God; he receives 
the ingrafted word of life as able to fave his ſoul; 
he receives every good and perfect gift from the fa- 
ther of lights, and views God as an immutable and 
unchangeable God; he looks into the perfe&t law of 
liberty in the light of the Spirit, and gets into it by a 
ſenſe of love, and abides in it by the power of God; 
and performs real works, good works, ſuch as the 
works of faith, labours of love, and the patience of 
hope, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : but without faith 
none can pleaſe God, without charity a man is no- 
7 thing, and to be without hope, is to be without Chriſt, 
in the world; and this is the believer who is bleſſed 
in his deed, though not for it. 

But what has all this to do with them who are in 
the fleſh, in the world, and never called out of it, who 
are enemies to the imputed righteouſneſs which God 
reckoned to the father of the faithful, and enemies to 
the perſonal, particular, ſovereign, and diſcriminat- 

ing call of Abraham? Nothing at all. Can thoſe be 
bleſſed in their deed who hate the heir of promiſe, 
contend for Iſhmael, and are themſelves the children 
of Hagar, in bondage to ſin, and che father of lies, 
C 4 2 with 
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with the old vail upon their heart, bound with chains, 
not in liberty, and in a dry land, nor in a walled city, 
wild men, unhumbled and untamed by grace; arch- 
ers, ſhooting in ſecret at the truth, and the heirs of | 
it? Can ſuch ſouls be bleſſed in thoſe evil deeds ? No. 
They talk indeed of a ſecond bleſſing, and fo did 
Eſau ; haſt thou but one bleſſing, O my father! and he 
gets one, ſuch an one as it was; but the bleſſing of 
eternal life is one, and all others are included in it; 
and this he never got, though he- ſought it, and 
though in his hunting for veniſon he run for it; yet 
it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God, who ſheweth mercy, and who had entail- 
ed it upon the heirs of promiſe before they were born, 
or had done either good or evil, that the purpoſe of 
God as concerning election might ſtand, not on the 
footing of men's works, but on the ſovereign will of 
him that calleth; who has an undoubted right to have 
his own name called in whom he pleaſeth, and 
it was his own revealed will that he would be called 
the Cod of Abraham, not Terah ; and the God of Jaac, 
not Iſhmael; and the God of Jacob, not Eſau: this is 
my name for ever, and this is my memorial, or this is 
the covenant.name that I will be called and remem- 
bered by (by mine elect), to ail generations. 
A real doer-of the word, is one that hears the 
word and believes it, and in love receives it, and 
holds it faſt; he is called to the fellowſhip of Chriſt, 


258 abides i in him, and we forth fruit; he loves 
- the 


1 

the truth, and the truth makes him free; the word 
of life in the hand of the Spirit quickens him, and he 
walks in the ſpirit, and ſerves God in the newneſs of 

the ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter; he re- 
nounces all ſelf-righteouſneſs, and calls it dung and 
droſs; he renounces all confidence in the fleſh, and 
rejoices in Jeſus ; he ſeeks not himſelf, nor ſelf ap- 
plauſe, but denies ſelf daily, takes up his croſs, and 
follows his Lord; he receives grace daily from him, 
and gives all glory to him; he has no fellowſhip with 
the workers of darkneſs, nor will he herd with the 
diſſemblers, or with the congregation of hypocrites : 
and he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt is accepted 
of God, and approved of men. The tree is made 
good by the Spirit, grace, and word of God; it is 
purified by faith, and 1s a tree of righteouſnefs, the 
planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified; and 
a good tree bringeth forth good fruit. 
The man therefore who, by legal works, 4 
works, works of darkneſs, works of the law, or de- 
ceitful works, thinks to get the bleſſing, he decerveth 
himſelf; all his works are done to be ſeen of men: 
theſe praiſe him indeed, and verily he hath his 
reward, for that outward ſhew of godlineſs that is 
highly eſteemed among men is an abomination in 
the ſight of God. James, this great apoſtle, himſelf 
deſcribes this ſelf deceiver in my text, and oppoſes 
tae doer of the word of truth to him, He compares 
the word of God to a glaſs, wherein a man may ſee 


not only his face, but his heart, and all his actions; 
which 


( 26 ) 
which fight” is terrible to the wretched deformed 
ſinner. 
| However the real doer of the word muſt hikes 
looking till he knows the worſt of himſelf, for God 
will hold him to it; but the free-willer, as ſoon as he 
has but a glimpſe of himſelf in this glaſs, hates 
the light, nor will he come to it; into free-will, dead 
works, and into ſelf-righteouſneſs, he goes until the 
old vail blinds him again, and the wound 1s healed 
by a cry of Peace, peace, where God has never 
ſpoken peace. For if any be a hearer of the word, 
and not a doer, be is like unto a man bebolding his 
natural face in a glaſs: for he beholdeth himſelf and goeth 
bis way, and ftraightway forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. I know that fallen man in the glaſs 
of God's word is a leper from head to foot, an enemy 
to God, a criminal in chains before him, and like the 
beaſts that periſh; bur ſome people have ſo far forgot 
what manner of men they appeared to be in this 
olaſs, that they have boaſted of power, contended for 
their own perfection, relied on their own righteouſ- 
neſs, and ordered others to ſtand by, for I am holier 
than thou. But the doer of the word of truth is 
oppoſed to this ſelf deceiver in the very next 
verſe. But whoſo looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful bearer 
(like the other), But a doer of the work, this man ſhall 
be bleſſed in bis deed. James. i. 23, 24, 25. 
This part of the ſpoil our King David hath taken 
from the Amalckites, * 1 have no doubt but in 


6 * ) 
his own time he will recover all, and ſend the whole 
of it into the land of Judah, among the people that 
he hath formed for himſelf to ſhew forth his praiſe, 


and as a preſent to all his friends, in all places wer 
he and his men are wont to haunt *. 


* This great apoſtle was a ſworn enemy to all ſelf exalters: 
he aſcribes his ſalvation to the ſovereign will of God; he ad- 
mires the diſcriminating choice of his Maker; hath not God 
choſen the poor of this world rich in faith? He has an honeſt and 
good heart, and confeſſes human depravity, and his own im- 
perfections; in many things we offend all. And ſo far is he from 
ſioleſs perfection, that he declares, rhe ſpirit in man luſtetb ta 
. ewvy, and that the tongue is a fire, a world of iniguitys and, inſtead 
of having power to keep the whole law, and to bring himſelf 
into perfect ſubjection to that, he defies the world to rule one 
member of the body; the tongue is an unruly member, the tongue 
can no man tame, He is no advocate for the world, nor for the 
univerſal redemption of it, but declares that whoſoever is 4 friend 
of the world, is the enemy of God. He will not allow the voice of 
free will, even in the common courſe of buſineſs : I will go into 
fach a city, and continue there a year, and buy, and fell, and ges 
gain. qe oug ht to ſay, if the Lord will, aue fhall live and do this, 
or that, He deteſts walking in craftineſs, and the work of 
diſſemblers; a double minded man is unſlable in all his aways, let mot 
that man think that he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord. 
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7ER JUST MAN'S LAMENTATION, AND THE WICKED 


MAN'S TRIUMPH. 


ff the foundations be deſtroyed,” what can the ri gbreous do? 


Pſalm xi. 3. 


In .the Lord put I my truſt: how ſay ye to my ſoul, 
Flee as a bird to your mountain? Verſe 1ſt, The 
pſalmiſt was brought off from all reliance on 
his own arm, from all truſt in his own heart, and 
from all expectations of either hope or help from 
the law of God, and from all confidence in his obe- 
dience thereto. He knew that the Lord had made 
with him an everlaſting covenant, well ordered in al 
things, and ſure; this was all his ſalvation, and this was 
all his deſire. And he knew that this covenant was 
made with the promiſed Meſſiah as the covenant 
head, and with David in him; and that it was to be 
a covenant ratified and confirmed by a human fa- 
crifice in union with the Word that was God, and 
that the human nature, which was to be aſſumed by 
the WorD, was to be of the fruit of David's body, 


on which account Chriſt calls himſelf the o and 


os Spring of David, 
To build upon this rock David was led, upon 
this foundation his heart was fixed, and in this Al- 


mighty Saviour David put his truſt for protection 
u | „ and 


t %9 ) 
and defence, for all ſupplieb in a way of providence, 
for grace, and for glory. He knew that all things. 
were put under his feet, that he was heir of all things, 
that he was anointed with the oil of gladneſs above 
all that ever had or will have fellowſhip with him; 
that all grace was poured into his lips, and that he 
was King of Zion, yea King of Gory, the Lord of 
Hoſts mighty in battle; and therefore he aſks'his 
carnal adviſers why they bid him fly from his ene- 
mies like a bird to the mountain, when his truſt was in 
the omnipotent, omniſcient, and omnipreſent Savi- 
our. Where ſhall I go from bis Spirit, or whither ſhall 


1 flee from his preſence ? 7 T aſcend up into heaven thou 
art there, if I make my bed in hell thou art there alſo; if 


1 take the wings of the morning, and remain in the utter 
moſt parts of the earth, there art thou in all theſe places. 
So that there 1s no cauſe to ia when I have: Aa bs 
ſent help, a God at hand. 

For lo the wicked bend 1 1500 as * mach 
their arrows upon the ſtring, &c, By the wicked man's 
Boro, I underſtand his tongue; they bend their tongues 
like bows. The arrows are doctrinal hes, lies of ſlan- 
der, or bitter words: the one is intended to injure 


the judgment and diſtreſs the ſoul; the other to 


wound the reputation. The ring of the bow ap- 
pears to me to be the cord of in, or the bond of ini- 
quity, which keeps Satan in his poſſeſſion of the heart, 
and the ſinner faſt bound to Satan's ſervice ;| and it 
is the devil's work to keep this ſtring tight, and to 


. ſays, 


aid this archer with his aſſiſtance; hence the Saviour 5 
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gps: This ĩs your hour an 
Joe are of your father the devil, and his works ye will do. 
_ Theſe bowmen are ſaid to ſhoot privily, or in 


weight of all our ſins, and of all the wrath and all 


( 30 ) 
the powers of darkveſs; ; 


darkneſs. | They hate the light: hence it is that 
they generally circulate their hereſies, firſt in 
a ſecret, or private way, till they get a ma- 
Jority, or a number on their fide, and then the 


whore's forebead appears abroad; and if they intend to 


flander the righteous, it is never done to the face but 
in ſecret, therefore ſuch are juſtly called backbiters.' 
The upright in heart are the targets at which ſuch 
archers ſhoot, in order to remove them from the 
foundation, or the foundations from them; but if the 
foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous do? One 


foundation is the ſecret purpoſe and good will of God 
toward us, which is his preſcicnce or foreknowledge 
of us; and is a knowledge of approbation, of love, 


of choice, and of a gracious acceptance of us in his 


beloved Son. In this his decree he has given us a 
ſure and firm ſtanding in his ſovereign love to us in 
Chriſt Jeſus : as it ĩs written, Nevertheleſs the founda- 
tion of God ſtandeth ſure ; N 10 2 the Lord 
knoweth them that are hi. 

- Chrift Jeſus is the foundation which God i in bis 
decree appointed, and in the death of him he laid 


this foundation in Zion; and he is the foundation 


that is laid by all the wiſe maſter builders that ever 
God employed in his building, whether prophets, 
apoſtles, evangeliſts, or teachers, He has borne the 


the 
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be plummet. 


rigorous exactions of vindictive juſtice. 


Wa 


| the curſes due to us on account of ſin; and has ap- 


proved himſelf a tried fone, To this foundation the 
Father draws us; here we caſt our burdens and cares 


too; here the weary ſoul reſts; here hope anchors, 


and faith fixes: into ſweet captivity every thought 


goes, and love ſweetly unites us to him whoſe ſtrength 


is put forth in our weakneſs, and from whom life is 
communicated to every living ſtone that reſts upon 


him: here we are ſenſibly borne up above deſpon- 
dency, above a ſpirit of heavineſs, above the medita- 


tions of terror, and above the dark regions of the 
ſhadow of death. Upon this foundation be ſure 
mercies of David (in the ſalvation of ſinners) are built 
up for ever; and 1 in our glorification 7rutb with be. Wy 
in heaven. 

In laying this e or in Fs 1 of 
Zion, judgment was laid to the line, and righteouſneſs to 
Ifaiah xxviii. 16, 17, The undertak- 
ings of the Saviour, and the judgment that was ex- 
ecuted upon him, anſwered all the demands of precept 
upon precept, line upon line; and the everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs that he wrought out and brought in was 


divine, perfect, complete, and in every ſenſe adequate 


to the plummet, and anſwered to the uttermoſt all the 
So that this 


building of mercy upon this foundation, goes up with 
the ſeven eyes of the Lord upon it (Zech. iii. . iv. 10), 


and is a building complete; there is no breach, ſhake, 
or ſettlement in it, occaſioned by any diſhonour to 


the law, nor any part that overhangs to the injury of 
juſtice ; 


3 


W for both line and plummet have been Gee | 


and laid to this great work, and to every living ſtone in 
it, who have all died and ſuffered in their Surety, and 


have been juſtified in him at his reſurrection. The 


divine founder and fabricator has inſpected very mi- 
nutely every part of this building; he choſe the cor- 


ner ſtone himſelf, and engraved it with grace, grace 


unto it; and he hkewiſe gave the building its name, 
the temple of the living God; and the city in which it 


ſtands is, JEHovaH SHAMMA: which names continue 


to this day, and ever will. And ſure I am that this 
foundation will never ſink, and that this building 
will never be laid in a ruinous heap. | 


Foundation ſignifies alſo the beginning of the 


wk of grace and truth in the ſinner's ſoul, which is 
2 | 


the doctrinal and experimental baſis in the believing 


heart; ſuch as repentance from dead works, and 
faith towards God, &c. ; which are the beginnings of 


Chriſt's work and word in us; becauſe there is no 


falvation without repentance, faith, &c. which is a 
clearing away (in fome fort) the rubbiſh that lays 
between us and the foundation; and becauſe faith, 
- repentance, &c. under the Spirit's operation, ſquare, 
fit, and poliſh, the rude, rough, impenitent, and 
ſtony hearted - finner, and make him more fit to 
Join and cleave to the foundation, and when once he 
is cemented to it by a feeling ſenſe of divine love he 
becomes ſettled, firm, and ornamental in the build- 
ing. Such an humbled ſinner ranges and lines with 


the reſt of the building, and appcars to be one of 


God's 
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God's choſen materials, whom God has chaſed in 


the foundation and called to union with it, to reſt on 
it, and to cleave with the whole heart to him, that 
bears him up as a foundation, and that holds him 
faſt as the head ſtone in the corner. Y 

Abraham looked for a city} which hath ck 


| whoſe maker and builder is God. If that city be the 


heavenly Jeruſalem, the bride, the Lamb's wife, the 


' triumphant church; then the glorious perfections of 


the Almighty, agreeing, and harmonizing in Chriſt, 
are doubtleſs the twelve foundations of that holy ci- 
ty, which God founded, and which will be in the 
end perfect in one; that is, complete in God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, and be filled with all the fulneſs of 
God, when he will be all in all, al to it, and all i in 
every part of it. | 

Now if theſe foundations be deſfroyed, what can 


| the righteous do ? Satan has got a number of labour- 


ers working to undermine theſe foundations. The 
children of ſpiritual pride, who are ſelf willed, ſelf 
righteous, and ſelf ſeeking, labour againſt God's eter- 


nal decree of election, which has his /eal upon it, & The 


Lord knoweth them that are his-. The Arian is work- 
ing to overthrow the foundation that God has laid in 
Zion, and warning us from all truſt in Chriſt, becauſe 
he is no more than a man; and curſed is he that truſt- 
ech in man: but Chriſt is God, and Baſed are all they 


that put their truſt in him, 


The Deiſt works at the doftrianl f 8 10 


ridicules the ſcriptures, though he/e can never be bro- 


Do * 
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ten; while the (Atheiſt and the Sadducee declare that 

a there 1 is no hereafter, nor world to come; but, F in 
this life only we have hope in os doe are Ul all men 

moſt miſerable. 

- Now if theſe Me be e what can 10 


an 4 It is true the ſelf righteous and ſelf ſuf- 


ficient can do well enough, being ſo wiſe in build- 
ing as to ſet at naught this head ſtone of the corner. 

Others build upon Peter; ſome build without a foun- 
dation, and others build upon the ſand; and ſome, 
like the Babel- builders, begin to build without count- 
ing the coſt, and therefore muſt expect not only to 
leave the building unfiniſhed, but that, when the 
Judge of all the earth ſhall appear to confound their 
language, the ruin f it will be great, and many will 
mock, faxing, wh heſe began to build, but bad not wherewith 
to fmiſp. 

Of this Matte were the children of Eden in the 
days of old, whoſe ſoul loathed Zion, the people of 
God, and the place where God dwelt, where his 
people met to pay their homage to him, and to 
bring their tributes. Whenever any evil happened 
here, whenever any enemy beſieged this holy ſpot, 
then theſe enemies triumphed. Remember, O Lord, 
the: children of Edom in the day of Jeruſalem, wha ſaid, 
Raze it, rate it; even io the foundation thereof. Palm 
cxxxvii. 7. This is. the - wicked man's triumph, and 
the he juf man's lamentation. 

But can theſe foundations be deftroyed ?. No not 


-in themſelves: but ſeducers who lead us aſtray are 
a 8 | faid 
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ſaid 70 deftroy the way of dur paths; and thoſe who blind 
our eyes, ſeduce us from Chriſt and from the pur- 
poſe of God, are ſaid to deſtroy the founda- 
tions, becauſe they pervert the word of God, and 
obſcure the foundations he has laid by explaining 
aay the ſenſe of truth, and throwing falſe gloſſes 
upon it, in order to blind the underſtanding and 
miſlead the judgment of the ſimple. In this way 
the path of the juſt is blocked up with ſtumbling 
blocks, the ways of Zion are unoccupied, and peo- 
ple go in by-paths, and the poor ſenſible ſinner 
gropes for the wall like the blind at noonday. In 
ſuch perilous times as theſe God raiſes up ſome of 
his own workmen, and fits, and qualifies them by 
his Spirit, as he did John, to raiſe up theſe foundations 
again, as you read, And the Lord ſhall guide thee con- 
tinually, aud ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy 
banes: and thou. ſhalt be like 4 watered garden, and like 
a ſpring of water dach waters fail not; and they that 
Jhall be of thee ſhall build the old waſte places; thou ſhalt 
raiſe up the foundations of many generations, and thou ſhalt 
be called the repairer of the breach, the reſtorer of paths 
to dwell in. Iſaiah lviii. 11, 12. Here is an account 
of new workmen raiſed up of God to put theſe foun- 
dations in their courſe again. He calls them by his 

grace, he guides them continually, and fatisfies their 
fouls in theſe times of drought, when the drink of 
the thirſty fails; he makes fat their bones, the joy of 


the Lord being their ftrength ; he makes their ſouls like 
D 5 2 watered 
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a watered garden, and his Spirit within them is a liv- 
ing ſpring whoſe waters fail not, By ſuch workmen 
the waſte places of Zion are comforted again, which 


have been waſted by the infernal attillery of theſe 


archers, who ſcattered ſome, ſeduced others, threw 


down many, wounded more, ahd blinded all. Theſe 
raiſe up the foundations again, and bring them forth 
to light; and root out the hereſies, ſuperſtition, and 
formality, that has been caſt over them; and theſe 
foundations remain again in view to E oe” 
rations. 


Such workmen are called the repdirers of the 


breach, becauſe they are inſtrumental in removing 
the lies and falſchood, the ſelf righteouſneſs, the 
blindneſs and ignorance, the pride and ſuperſtition, 


which ſeparate between God and the ſoul. They 


are ſaid to reſtore the paths to dwell in, becauſe 
Chriſt, who is the only way to the Father, the way of 
life and path of peace (in which the faints ſhould 
walk, and in which they ſhould dwelt by faith), being 


_ obſcured by the blindneſs and wickednefs of theſe 
works and workers of darkneſs, are now brought to 


light again by the preaching of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt; and by theſe means theſe paths are re- 


| ſtored which were refuſed, rejected, and ſet at nought 
by theſe ſenſual men, who know nothing but what 
they know naturally, and in theſe things they cor- 


rupt themſelves; but when God ſhines upon them 


n in = word * are reſtored: for the elect 
| of 
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of God ſhall not be finally deceived, nor the counſel 
of God fruſtrated, for he hath laid the foundations of the 
earth in the death of his dear Son, and he will plant 
the heavens with all thoſe that truſt in him. Ifaiah 


li. 16. 
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HEAVEN'S GREATEST BOUNTY, AND THE SINNER'S 
TH RICHEST BANQUET, 


And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make unto 
all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaft of wines on the 
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined. Iſaiah xxv. 6. a 


| In this mountain the . is Zion, or the 
goſpel church conſiſting of elected perſons God hath 
= choſen Zion. Zion is the mother church under the 
= new teſtament, and her offspring are often called the 
daughters of Zion, and both are redeemed by the 
blood of Chriſt. Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment, 
5 and ber converts with righteouſneſs. To theſe the Sa- 
viour was ſent. Say ye to the daughters of Zion, Behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee; be is juſt and having ſalvation, 
lowly, and riding upon an aſs, and a colt the fole of an 
aſs. From this choſen race the Saviour (according 
to the fleſh) ſprung. Mary was a choſen veſſel; and 
of Zion it ſhall be faid that he was born in her, and 
here God mage the horn of David to bud. 

On mount Calvary Chriſt was offered, and in the 
hearts of God's people Chriſt crucified is revealed. 
Bebeld, Tay we a foundation in Zion a flone, a preciou 
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fone, a ſure faundation; ; and be that believes ſhall not 
make haſte : he ſhall never haſten after another foun- 
dation, nor ſhall he ever be confounded or put to 
flight before his enemies who truſt in this. 1 have 
ſet my King upon my Holy hill of Zion. This hill is the 
heart and affections of God's people. The kingdom f 
Cod is within you, faith Chriſt; and fo is the King 
alſo. Believe, faith the Lord, that I am in you, and you. 
in me. He dwells in the heart by faith. 

But who ſets him here? 7, faith God, have ſet my 
King upon my holy hill. God revealed his Son in me, 
faith Paul; he opens the door of faith to us, and 
opens our hearts to receive our King, and circum- 
ciſes them to love him; and he that loveth abideth 
in God, and God in him : ſuch kiſs the ſon, acknow- 
ledge the heir apparent, embrace him as their right- 


ſul ſovereign, complain of other lords having had 


dominion over them, and promiſe loyalty and fide- 
lity to him. : 

As well the fingers as ; the players on inſtruments ſoall 
be there, Local Zion had | in her worſhip much in- 
ſtrumental muſic ; the organ, pipe, harp, and viol, 
were in their feaſts. But the melody of goſpel Zion 
is to be vocal, which ſucceeded the inſtrumental; as 
well the fingers as the players on mſtruments. ſhall 
be there. Theſe fingers are to ſing his praiſes wih 
underſtanding, making melody with grace in the 
| heart to the Lord. Iſaiah, in the ſpirit of prophecy, . 
heard theſe ſongs among the Gentiles in his day, and 
bewailed the ſtarving condition of the Jewiſh nation 
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at their rejection of Chriſt, and at his departure from 
them. From the uttermoſt part of the earth have we 
beard ſonge, even glory to the ri gbteous; but J cid, My | 
| leauneſs, my leanneſs, woe unto me. Ifaiah xxiv. 16, 

This is Zion, and all God's ſprings are in her. 

In this mountain the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 
armies, will make unto all people (to the Gentiles | 
as well as to the Jews), the middle wall of partition 
being broken down, and the goſpel of Chriſt being 
; preached to the Gentiles the feaſt i is to be made to all 
People; and it is to be a feaſt of fat things. The alluſion 
is to the facrifices which were offered under the law, 
which were many, and, all of which were types of 
Chriſt. We read of burnt offerings, which pointed 
out Jeſus Chriſt enduring the flames of divine wrath 
for us; and of fin offerings, ſhewing that he ſhould 
make his ſoul an offering for fin; of free-will Ner- | 
ings, which pointed out his willingneſs to ſuffer I lay. 
down my life of m ef, and I take it again; and of 
peace offerings —he made peace for us by the blood of 
his croſs. Theſe ſacrifices were to be of young, 
tender, fat, and good cattle, not corrupt things, which 
pointed out the youth, the ſpotleſs holineſs, and per- 
fect purity, of the Saviour, \ W ho was a lamb without | 
blemiſh, and without fs pot. 

In alluſion to theſe ſacrifices, wiſdom i is repreſent- 
_edas killing her beaſts, mingling her wine, furniſh- 
ing her table, and ſending out her maidens to invite 

the gueſts. Wiſdom is a name of Chriſt; the beaſts 
are the fatted calf and the lamb of God; the table, 
| miniſters 


1 
miniſters hearts furniſned with Chriſt; the maidens, 
preachers who are eſpouſed, and preſented as chaſte 
virgins to Chriſt, inviting and bringing in the poor, 
the halt, the lame, and the blind, that the houſe * 
be filled with gueſts. | 
The Lord of Hoſts makes this feaſt. 4c certain * = 
fays Chriſt, made à great feaſt, and bid many. It is a : 
feaſt of fat things. Go, ſays the Saviour, and tell them 
my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are 
ready, come ye to the marriage. And bleſſed are all 
they that are called to the marriage ſupper of the 
| Lamb, 5 
But it is a feaſt of fat things. Fat things ? Ya. N 
Theſe are what no prieſt under the law was allowed 
to eat; no, not even the high prieſt himſelf. The 
prieſts under the law had the hide or ſkin, and of 
ſome offerings they had the heaye-ſhoulder and 
wave- breaſt, and of other offerings more; but nei- 
ther high prieſt, nor inferior prieſts, no, nor the per- 
ſon that offered, nor any of the gueſts that were 
invited, were ever to have or cat the fat, the fat was 
the Lord's portion: all the fat is the Lord's, but ye 
ſpall eat neither fat nor blood, Lev. iii. 16, 17. M ho- 
ſoc ver eateth of t the fat of the beafts, of which men offer 
an Mering made by fire unto the Lord, even that foul 
that eateth it ſhall be cut off from his people. Lev. vii. 
25. Hence the charge, Le! them not fail to burn the 
fat. 1 Sam. ii. 16. The fat was the Lord's, i it was 
the moſt delicate and rich, and was to burn upon the 
altar as a ſweet finelling ſayour ; ; and as a feet ſmel-. 
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Hug ſavour Chriſt offered himſelf for us. It is in al. 
luſion to the fat of theſe ſacrifices, that the feaſt in 
my text is called a feaſt of fat things. | 

Various were the diſtributions obſerved . the 
ſacrifices under the law; ; ſome prieſts had the head 
and ſkin; others had the ſhoulder and breaſt; others 
all the fleſh that the fork or fleſh-hook brought up 
out of the pot or cauldron. The prieſt's wife and 
children might eat of the holy things; the perſon 
that offered, and the gueſts that he invited, eat of 
other parts. So to Hannah, and to Peninnah, Elka- 
nah gave a worthy portion of the yearly ſacrifices, but 
the Lord of Hoſts had the fat of them all; hence 
we may ſee that under that diſpenſation none kindled 
a fire, or ſhut God's doors for nought. And as it 
was with the type, ſo it is with the antitype: 
Some get the head of chriſtianity, I mean head 
notions ; ; ſome the ſkin, I mean the wolf that puts 
on the ſheep's cloathing; thouſands and tens of 
thouſands have got a good living by calling them- 
ſelves bis miniſters, as the blind watchmen did in 

Iſaiah's days, though they knew not Chriſt, nor 
cared at all for him. All kings get their thrones, 
and princes get principalities, from him; judges alſo 
get their courts from him, for all theſe come by Jeſus 
Chriſt, By me kings reign, and princes decree juſtice; by 
me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the 

- earth, The whole government ſtands upon his ſhoul- 


- ders, and he ſets theſe up Wet him. Many get from 
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his left nd riches and honour; ſome get an office in 
his church, and a gift, as Judas did; many thouſands 
take the name of Chriſt, though they are not par- 
7 takers of his ſpirit, and are called chriſtians. All fleſh 
4 get food and raiment from him, for we loft all in 
Adam ; but Chriſt 1s now heir of all things, and the 
God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. | 
But who gets the fat? The fat falls to the ſhare of 
poor, ſenſible, periſhing ſinners, whether kings or 
beggars; for all who believe on his name ſhall be 
ſaved; for thus ſaith the Lord, In that day the great 
trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall come that were 
ready to periſh, and they that be of heavy bearts ; let 
them drink and forget cheir poverty, and remember 
their miſery no more. And ſo it is, for to ſave our 
ſouls after having been at this banquet of wine, we 
cannot bring all our former guilt, fear, ſhame, 
wrath, and confuſion of face, back upon us again; 
the gates of hell are ſhut, and the door of hope is 
open; the dark regions of the ſhadow of death are 
vaniſhed, and life and immortality is brought to 
light; wrath is fled, and love is come; hir anger in 
the law is turned away, and in Chriſt he comforts us. 
The night is ſpent, and day is come; bis anger 
endured but a moment; in his favour is life; weeping 
may endure e 4 9 125 1250 Joy came in the morn- 
mg. 


But theſe wines are wines on. the lees. The blood 5 


of Chriſt is called wine. He bleſſed the cup and 


— 


( 44 ) 


Aid, Take this cup of the new teſtament in my blond. 
which is ſhed for you and for many. Oil and wine 
were poured into the wounds of the poor man who fell 
among the thieves. Oil was intended to mollify his 
wounds and heal them, and wine to revive his 
ſpirits ; and theſe are wines on the lees, which do not 
loſe their ſtrength. The love of God fays the ſpouſe 
is better than wine, it makes the lips of thoſe aſleep. 
to ſpeak. The love of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
will ever reſt in God to his people; he will reſt in 

his love. The blood of Chriſt will never loſe its 
healing, cleanſing, and purifying efficacy | to the 
world's end, 

And theſe are wines well refined, pure of all diſ- 
ſimulation, unfaithfulneſs, inconſtancy, and ficklenefs; 
they are free, generous, unchangeable, and everlaſt- 
ing; and they appear well refined, as they are con- 
veyed through the inſtrumentality of God's miniſ- 
ters to the people; not ſavouring of ſelf, ſelf ſeeking; 
nor tainted with pride, arrogance, fleſhly wiſdom, 
feigned humility, mock modeſty, affected words and 
geſtures; much leſs wich art, guile, and cumming 

_ crafſtineſs. 

This feaſt is to confi of marrow as well as 
fatneſs. Marrow is the life of the bone, and the | 
bone is the ſtrength of the body; and the oil of 
the marrow ſupplies all the joints with moiſture, and 
keeps them ſupple and active. The dear Redeem- 
er not only gives us his fleſh to eat, and his blood 
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do drink, but he feeds us with ſpiritual might in the 
inward man, and makes his ſtrength perfect in our 
weakneſs; as thy days fo ſhall thy ftrength be. But 
by the power of inbred corruptions, Satan's temp= | 
tations, and our own fooliſhneſs, we often find our 
ſpiritual might impaired; we diminiſh in our preva- 
lency with God in prayer, and our boldneſs and 
fortitude againſt our enemies, and appear weak 
before them like Samſon when he made ſport fot 
thoſe in his weakneſs, who had formerly trembled at 
his power : then we cry, Heal the bones that thou baft 
&roken; and in waiting upon the Lord our ſtrength is 
renewed, freſh life and health appear in the bones, 
and freſh oil in the joints, wh:ch knit the body together 
in love, having nouriſhment miniſtered, which nouriſh- 
ment is that which every joint Supplieth, and ſo increaſes 
itſelf with the increaſe of God. 

But who is the periſbing ſauner that ſhall come to 
this feaſt of fat things? I reply, he that feels his guilt, 
and thirſts for pardon; he that feels the curſe, and 
longs for the bleſſing; he that labours under wrath, 
and thirſts for love ; he that feels the ſting of death, 
and hungers after the bread of life; he that is con- 
demned in his ſoul, and longs for righteouſneſs; he 
that is ſick of Satan's tyranny, and thirſts for the 
living God; he that is miſerable, and waits for com- 
fort; and he that is in the dread and horrors of 
damnation, and longs for ſalvation by grace. They 
fog come, faith the Lord, that were ready to periſb. 

4 „ Where 
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Where to? To Zion, and to the feaſt of fat things, 
to a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, and of wines on the lees well refined: 
and who ſo proper for ſuch a feaſt, as thoſe who 


are ready to periſh ? ſeeing all 1s free, and none 
wut the hungry are Invited. 
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THE BELIEVER'S PACE SLOW BUT SURE. 
He that believeth ſhall not make haſte. Iſaiah Xxviii. 16. 


Tus verſe contains a noble account of the founda- 
tion which God the Father hath laid-in Zion, which 
foundation is Chriſt Jeſus. - God choſe this founda- 
tion, and he choſe all the materials in him which are 


called his choſen, and choſen ones; and as he laid the 


foundation, ſo he brings all the materials to it. Ns 
man can come to me except the Father which bath ſent me 
draw him ; and as the foundation and the ſuperſtruc- 
ture muſt be united together, ſo the Father calls us to 
the fellowſhip of his Son. 8 

It is the folly of the ſimple one to believe every 
word, but the character of the prudent is, that be 
looks well to his way. This ſimple one, in the new 
teſtament language, is one that | hears, the word, 
and anon with joy receives it; and this frothy joy, 
mingling with his legal ſelf righteous ſpirit, inflames 
him with an immoderate heat; he catches the lamp, 
and off he goes. This fort the Saviour calls he firſt; 
but there are firſt that ſhall be Iaft, The prudent man, 


who looks well to his way, has much work within 


to attend to, and he is obliged to order his ſteps in 
| God's 


„ 
God's word, and to take heed thereunto according. 
to that, ſo that he is in the general thought to be 
behindhand, or, as the Saviour Hera, be is the laft; 


David were weh! figures of theſe two 558 of pro- 
feſſors. Saul was always too haſty : he was to ſtay 
| ſeven days at Gilgal, but Samuel comes not ſoon 
enough for him, then he forces himſelf into the 
prieſt's office. At the defeat of the Philiſtines he 
curfes any man that - ſhonld eat food till night; 
Jonathan tranſgreſſes the oath ignorantly. Saul en- 
quires of God, and obtains no anſwer; he puts the 
matter to lot, to know where the fault lay. Saul 
and Jonathan are taken, and the people eſcape. It is 
caſt again between Saul and his ſon, and Jonathan 


is taken; and Saul ſwears by God that he ſhall die; 1 


but lets him live. 

He is ſent 10 the fn, to hey ab man nt 
Woman, infant and ſuckling, o and ſheep, camel and 
os. Saul ſpares Agag, and flies upon the ſpoil; 
contrary to God's command; and in his laſt trouble 
and extremity, becauſe he got not an immediate 
anſwer from God, he goes 7o the witch of Endor. 
When he is wounded in his laſt battle, he wants 
his armour- bearer to thruſt him through, which he 
refuſing, he falls upon his own ſword, and dies by 
ſuicide. The counſel of the froward carries him head- 
long. Haſtineſs, diſtruſt, infidelity, legality, ſelf 
righteouſneſs, human applauſe, and carnal fear, in- 


RT 2 through all his conduct. He conſulted 
ä carnal 
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eatnal reaſon, and conferred with fleſh and blood iti 
almoſt every thing he did; and this ſelf dependance, 
and ſelf contrivance puſhed him on from bad to 
| worſe; and hence we ſee that 1 n Hegi 
hall no man preball. 

But David's faith waited for God's warrant. He 


attacks the champion of the Philiſtines in the name 
of the living God. When he was nen to go 


laid, Go ond ' ſmite the Phillies and ſave Kellah, Will 
Saul come to Keilah, faith David? He will come, ſaith 
the Lord. But will the men of Keilah deliver me up? 
They will deliver thee up; Jaith the Lord. O what a 
ſafe 1 1s this ! In all * 185 8 enn 
him. 

In David's ter ans Achiſh . of Gath, ; 
in his concluſion of falling one day by the hand of 
Saul, and in his determined deſtruction of Nabal's 
houſe, unbelief beſets him, ſelf was conſulted; and 
the old man was put on. But this was not the 
habitual bent of his mind, nor the conſtant courſe of 
his conduct, for that was quite the reverſe of this. 
David's faith was long tried before he came to the 
throne; and, when he did, he reigned ſeven years in 
Hebron before all the tribes of Iſrael came under his 
government; yet his faith was the confidence of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen; 
and fo faith claims them: Gilead is mine; Manaſſeb is 
nine, Ephraim allo is the ſtrength of mine head, Judah 
 's my lawgiver, Moab is my waſb- pot, over Edem 
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| will I caft out my ſhoe; through God we ſhalt do * 
ly, for he it is that ſball tread dawn our enemies. Thus 
faith goes before giving glory to God, and calls | 
things that are not done as though they were al- 
ready done; and God comes after and puts an honour 
upon faith, that he that believes may not be aſhamed 

or confounded, 

He that believes ſhall not make haſte.” The 
work of faith is God's work; this is the work of God, 
that ye believe on bim whom he hath ſent ; and the Al- 
mighty will not be. hurried in his work ; we are not 
to ſay, Let him make. ſpeed and haſten his work, that wt 
may ſee it. Iſaiah v. 19. The Lord will haſten it in his 
time. Iſaiah Ix. 22. The firſt work of faith is to 
bring diſtant things near : Moſes ſees the threatened 
judgment of God coming upon Egypt, and caſts 
off his adoption; by faith he refuſed to be called the ſox 
of Pharcah's daughter. Noah is warned of the de- 
luge not ſeen as yet; moved with fear, and influenc- 
eld by faith, he builds an ark and faves. his houſe; by 

"the which he condemned the world, and became beir of the 
; righteouſneſs which is by faith. | 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning af nem 
and this wiſe man, who is brought to fear, is one that 

| fore gers the evil and hides himſelf. The evil that he 

foreſees is the day of judgment, the great day of the 
wrath of God; and under theſe fears he ſecks the Sa- 
viour and flies to him, which in'the New Teſtament 
is called Heeing from the wrath to come, for refuge, to 


na hold upon the hope ſet before us. The work of 
i unbelicf 
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unbelief! is to pur * away the evil day, and to tank 2 
feat of violence to come near ; but the work of faith is 
to bring the ſinner 7o conſt der his latter end; and when 
faith comes he cannot put the evil day from him, 
it will be uppermoſt in his mind, and always before 
him, in ſpite of all that he can do. To theſe views, 
God holds him, and for a while at the bar of equity he 
reaſons with him. Come let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord. The finner ſees his folly and rues it, and begins 
to amend and reform, to be attentive, and to ponder 
matters over a little, and hopes that a change hath 
taken place; but, alas! ſelf righteouſneſs is all in 
all with him ſtill; to ſtrip him of which, God brings 
in bill upon bill, and terror upon terror, and ap- 
pears againſt him: Aud 7 will come near to you t0 


judgment, and I will be a fwift witneſs againſt the | 


forcerers, and againſt the adulterers, and againſt falſz 
' fwearers, and againſt thoſe that defraud the biretmg in 
bis wages, the widow, and the fatherleſs, and that turn 
aſſde the ſtranger from his right, and fear not me, ſaith 
the Lord of He Hoſts; for I am the Lord, and change not, 
therefore ye ſons of Jacoò are not conſumed, Mal. 3, 4, 
5, 6. Under this trial ſevere inquiſitions are made, 
and matters diſcovered to the bottom, ſifted up, and 
canvaſſed over, till the mouth of boaſting is entirely 
ſtopped, and the ſinner Becomes guilty before God. 

The Saviour is preſented now and then at a dif- 
tance, and the need of him is ſorely felt; but the 
whole work is God's; we can neither forw-ard it, 

nor lt it. F rom Horeb che face i is turned, and the 
| : E 2 TT face 


( 52 ) 
face is Zionward; the eye of the ſinner is to his 
Maker, and he has reſpect to the Holy One of Iſrael; 
and with ſupplication and bitter weeping God leads 
him, and he comes after him in chains. When God 
ſhines, then faith ſees, not elſe, for it is in his light 
that we Tee light: this ray often withdraws, and we 
appear again as dark and as far off as ever. Not 
one ſure ſtep do we take, unleſs God draws us; not 
one act of faith is put forth, unleſs the wind blow, 
and cauſe the ſpices to flow out. Under every ſuch 
pleaſing ſenſation we ſtruggle hard. The captive exile 
baſtens that he may be logſad, that he may not die in the 
fit, nor that his br cad may fail. But this haſtineſs 
adds nothing to the work, for ye ſhall not go out With 
haſte, nor go by flight, for the J. ord el go before You. 
Ifaiah Iii. 12, 
After a little of this eager ns oft ours, the 
Work ſeems at a ſtand again; at which we fret, 
repine, murmur, are ſelf willed, ſtubborn, and per- 
verſe, till fear and terror alarm us again, and then 
we relent, take Thame and confuſion of face to our- 
ſelves, confeſs our madneſs, and implore forgive | 
neſs; and, when reigned and ſubmiſſive, meek and 
quiet, come life, or come death, bere Iam, let him do with 
me what ſeemeth him good, the Lord revives his 
work, makes known the matter more clearly, and 
in wrath remembers mercy. Under theſe ſelf aba- 
fing ſenſations. of humility, meekneſs, contrition, 
compunction, and godly ſorrow, the faith of the 


comung {inner takes all the ys that he takes. 
When 


- offs 
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When felf is denied, abaſed, and mortified, then 


faith moves; from this loweſt room it is that the Lord 
bids us go up higher; before every ſtep that leads us 
to the honour of adoption is this humility. In this 


matter we. ſee that ſelf can never contribute any 
thing to faith, nor can faith and ſelf work in conjunc- 
tion together; for the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 


and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; the law of fin in the 


members wars againſt the law of faith in the mind, 

and theſe two are contrary the one to the” oils 
but, if the fleſh be mortified through the Spirit, we 
ſhall live by faich. Diſtant views, and budding 
hopes, at times ſoften and ſweeten the ſoul, becalm 
and compoſe it, inſomuch that terrors and torments 
begin to loſe their force, and their violence to abate ; | 
the dreadful day looks farther off, and the alarming 


cht of it is more dim, and our meditations of terror 


do not recoil with that keenneſs and ſharpneſs as 
heretofore ; while a daily croſs becomes more fa- 
miliar, and fits eaſier upon the ſhoulder, and the 
chaſtiſements of God yield more peaceable fruits: 
and when patience has had her perfect work in this 
buſineſs, and ſubmiſſion to the will of God takes 
place; human ſtrength being exhauſted, and the 


mercy of God in Chriſt implored; the ſweeteſt 
favour of Jeſus, and the odours of his ointments 


perfume the poor ſoul afreſh, he appears more in 
view, and ſhews himſelf through the lattice of this 
chequer work; the ſinner's hopes fly to him, and 
his mouth e to confeſs him — Thou art vil the 

> 2 n 


ever. 
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Sen of the living God. Bleſſed art thou, Simon! for fleſB 
and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but- my 
Faber which is in heaven. The fears and terrors of 
the law ſubſide, an angry God diſappears, love 
operates, and God ſhines upon the poor foul in the 
* countenance of his dear Son, and gives him the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now the will chuſes him, faith flies 
out to him, and exerciſes all her power on him, love 
works by it, and joy and peace flow in; while Jeſus 
takes poſſeſſion of his own, and is crowned King of 
Zion, the poor ſinner aſcribing all glory, might, 
majeſty, dominion, and power to him for ever and 


The moſt puzzling thing to the believer under 
all this work is, that when he does the moſt 
good, as he thinks, he is the leaſt regarded; and 
when he draws the worſt concluſions of himſelf and 
his ſtate,” he is the moſt cordially received; that 
when he deteſts himſelf, he meets with the moſt 
pleaſing approbation of God; and that when nothing 
but damnation. is expected, that then ſalvation is the 
moſt near to them that fear him: yea, and when he 
would entreat God to let looſe his hand and cut him 
off, as Job did, being deſperatè againſt himſelf and 
his fin, that even then he finds the ſweeteſt and moſt 
heart melting ſeaſons with God. But alas! we 
forger that ſalvation is of grace, and not of works; 
that God juſtifies the ungodly who work not, but 
| Lad that his PRO? is made perfect i in our 
weakneſs; 
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weakneſs; and that God entertains them who are 
ready to periſh; that he fills the hungry with good 
things, but ſends the rich empty away. A bribe in 
our hand to obtain Chriſt, is the only thing that 
keeps us from him; and a fooliſh notion of rubbing 
off ſome of the debt, is the cauſe of the debt book 
lying open ſo long againſt us; for when we have 
nothing to pay he frankly forgives us. But this ſtate of 
inſolvency is terribly mortifying and degrading to 
human pride. However, there we mult come, or 
lie in priſon till the utmoſt mite be paid; for the 
Surety will diſcharge all or none ; he will be all in all 
to us, or nothing, 

The Father of the faithful obtained the promiſe 
of a ſon, and waits for the fulfilment of it till nature 
itſelf militates againſt him; to remedy which Hagar 
is ſubſtituted into the place of Sarah. Iſhmael comes 
into the world, and the end is obtained, and here he 
reſts, The fteward of my houſe is this Eleazar of Dama/- 


cus, and Io one born in my houſe is mine beir, All this 


human contrivance helps nothing forward; © that 
Iſhmael might live before thee ! No, reaſon and all her 
pleas muſt give way to faith, and faith muſt have 
nothing to look ta, or depend on, but the power of 
God. Againſt all hope founded in nature, and 
ſupported by reaſon, he muſt believe in hope, ſound- 

ed on the power, truth, and faithfulneſs of God. 
Abraham muſt believe that what God had promiſed be 
was able to perform, and Sarah muſs by faith receive 
frogth few. above to conceive ſeed, by judging bim 
"ES. fate! 
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' Faithful that hath promiſed. And we muſt look to 
Abraham our father, and to Sarah that bare us, if 
ever our ſouls are quickened to ſerve the living God, 
For their faith and ours muſt centre, and meet in 
unity, in the ſame object; and all our fruitfulneſs, as 
well as theirs, muſt come from his promiſe; yea, it 
muſt come from the ſame ſeed Chriſt, who is the | 
living vine, and tree of life, from whom all grace 
and life comes: and he is a tree of life in us as well 
as in them, | In me ts thy lan found. 


VI. THE | 
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THE BELIEVER's SAFEST PATH IN THE DARKEST 
NIGHT. 


| But he knoweth the way that [ take; when he hath 
tried me I ſhall come forth as gold. Job xiii. 

10. ; ee „ 

Jos had been much indulged with the preſence 


of God, and he had obtained a good report through 
faith, God teſtifying of him that he was a perfect 


| and an upright man, one that feared God and eſ- 


chewed evil. He acknowledges the felicity that he 
had enjoyed, the condeſcenſion of God to him, and 
the holy familiarity the Almighty had favoured him 
with. He had ſeen the bleſſing of God upon the 
work of his hands, inſomuch that his ſubſtance was 
ſo increaſed as that he became the greateſt man for 
wealth in all the eaſt; and his liberal heart kept 
pace in ſome meaſure with the bountiful hand of his 
Maker: he was truly bleſſed in his flock, in the 
ſold, in the ſtore, in the haſkey in the n and in 
the field. 
He was bleſſed wich the fruit of the womb alſo: : 
he had a flouriſhing family of ten children, which 
aſſembled. together often with God's people, and 


ſeaſted in each others houſes, and who were permit- 
ted 


n 


ted to aſſemble, and did aſſemble, among the ſons of 
God ; and were ſo called on the account of their 
religious parent, and their adherence to his religion 
and counſel, who taught them the good old way, 
and who roſe up early and ſent and ſanctified them 
daily; yea, and offered a facrifice every morning 
according to the number of them all; 4%, /aith be, 
they have been ſeduced, and finned, and have been ver- 
come by Satan to curſe God in their heart. Thus did 
Job continually, and thus will every believing parent 
do, who knows the grace of God in truth; his 


family will follow his ſoul into his cloſet both morn- 


ing and evening; yea, and at all __— times by day 
or by night. 
Furthermore, his retinue was very great, he had 
a very great houſehold, which he endeavoured ta 
keep in good order; he never deſpiſed the cauſe of 
his man ſervant, or of his maid ſervant; for ſome of 
them were brought up with him, and the fame 
God that formed Job in the womb formed them 
Add to this, as a ruler or magiſtrate Job ſhone 
with peculiar luſtre ; his judgment was as a'robe' and a 
| diadem. When he went out through the city, when 
he prepared his ſeat in the ſtreet, the young men 
ſaw him and hid themſelves, the aged arofe and 
| ſtood up, all waited for his counſel; and after 75 
judgment and ſentence of the caſe they ſpake not 
again, but abode” by his deciſion. The cauſe that 
he knew not he ſearched out, he Plucked the ſpoil 
oa 2 our 
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out of the teeth of the oppreſſor, and made the 
widow's heart to ſing for joy. In theſe things he 
kept a good conſcience, declaring, My heart ſhall not 
reproach me ſo long as I live. But the glory of all this 
ought to have been given to God, who works in us 
both to will and to do. 

Moreover, the grace of God was abundant upon 
him; hence is confeſſion and complaint. O] that it 
was with me as in months paſt, as in the days of my 
youth; when the Almighty was with me, when my chil- 
dren were about me, when the ſecret of God was upon 
my tabernacle, when the glory of God was freſh in me, 
when his viſitations preſerved my ſpirit, when the candle. 
of God ſpined upon my head, and the 4 2 all nigbi _ 
my branch, 

But now he ſaw not his Sts his ſubſtance was 
all cut off; God gave, and God took it away. His 
flouriſhing. family all aſſembled. in their elder bro- 
ther's houſe; all on a ſudden the houſe is ſmitten atall 
the four corners, and they are all buried in its ruins, 
and ſent to the houſe appointed for all living. The 

ſervants in the field all fall by the ſword, or go into 
captivity; none is left but one of each band to bring 
the heavy tidings of the others deſtruction. His 
health leaves him, and a loathſome diſeaſe ſeizes: him, 
till his fleſh corrupts; he is poured: out as milk, and 
curdled like cheeſe ; and the corruption of his fleſh: 
ſticks to the colour of his coat; his breath is ſtrange 
to his wife, and ſhe turns atheiſt; the youths: puſh: 
away his feet; his religious friends deal as deceitfully 
| as 


as a brook that fails in ſummer; the devil fills him 
with oaths and curſes againſt God; and they that 
had reaped the benefits of his adminiſtrations aſked 
contemptuouſly, Where is the houſe of the prince? But 
the worſt of all, the greateſt of all loſſes, the heavieſt 
of all calamities, is, his God and Saviour 1s gone; 

and this loſs can never be repaired by the finding of 
another. O that I knew where I might find him! I 
go backward, but be is not there, and forward, but 1 
cannot behold bim; on the right hand, where he doth 
work, and on the left hand, but I cannot perceive him. 
The Meſſiah is his al in all; and to loſe him is to loſe 
all that is worth keeping, and all that is good or 
worth getting, and all that can be loſt both to ſoul 

and all. But this pearl of great price cannot be 

finally loſt when once he is found, and alli is parted 
with for the ſake of him, 

Thus this good man had ſeen the wth of 
God's providence, and obſerved theſe things, and 
had underſtood the loving kindneſs of the Lord, as 
all that watch his hand and handy-works ſhall dos 
he had enjoyed the preſence of God, and the lead- 
ings of his Spirit, and of his grace and counſel; and 
by faith in him, and watchfulneſs on him, by feeling 
for his preſence and walking in the light of his coun- 
tenance, he had cleaved to him, enjoyed union and 
communion with him; and, like Enoch and Noah, he 
had walked bumbly and tenderly with his God. But 
now he is gone; he is gone in a path that Job knew 
not, and he was leading Job in Paths that he had not 
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known: God's paths now were in the mighty was 
ters, and his footſteps were out of ſight. This was 
to Job not the old beaten track, but an unfrequent- 
ed path. Job looks to every footſtep of the old way, 
but he was not there: barrenneſs was in the field, 
death in his offspring, ſickneſs in his body, ſin and 
wrath in his ſoul, deſtruction triumphing in his 
ſervants, deiſm in his wife, ingratitude in his friends, 
triumph in his enemies, and all the artillery of hell 
invading his mind. Which way his God is gone he 
knows not, but he ſubmits to infinite wiſdom, and 
confeſſes his own ignorance; There he FS, or which 
way he is gone, I know not. 

But be knoweth the way that I take (or the way 
that is with me). Now in ſuch deſperate caſes as 
theſe, or when at a loſs in ſuch perilous paths, in 
which no ray of light ſhines, no voice of wiſdom or 
mercy is heard, no footſtep of God to be traced, 
nor any known line to be drawn; when there is 
none to caſt up the way, gather out the ſtones, lift 
up the ſtandard, ar take up the ſtumbling blocks out 
of the way, or to read the hand-writing againſt us; 

not one interpreter among a thouſand to ſhew unto 
man the uprightneſs of God, and what that upright- 
neſs is that God requires in a man; when the ſun 
goes down over the-prophets, and the ſhadows of 
the evening are ſtretched out; when there is no 
more among us any prophet that knoweth how 
long; when we ſee not our ſigns nor tokens for 
good ; when the poor and needy ſeek water and 
there 


- without a watchword. 
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there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirſt; 
when thoſe who utter error againſt the Lord make 
- empty the ſoul of the hungry, and cauſe the drink 
of the thirſty to fail ; when providence ſeems to run 
counter to the promiſe” and to all the expectations of 
hope; when the ſmiles of heaven ſeem to favour the 
wicked, and the faint is chaſtened every morning 
and plagued every day; when Ziklag 1 is burnt with 
fire, and the Amalekites rejoice in the ſpoil; when 
the man after God's own heart is going to be ſton- 
ed, and thoſe that were doomed to deſtruction are 
enriched with his all; when Sampſon grinds in the 
priſon, and the Philiſtines are entertained with ſport 
made by the Nazarite of God; — ] ſay, in ſuch caſes 
as theſe the ſaint of God ſhould be at a point. God, 
according to our. view of things, is gone, and we 
know not which courſe he has ſteered. But this we 
know, that, however a juſt God may ſeem to favour 
the council of the wicked, yet judgment mult 
come, ſooner or later, to vindicate the righteouſneſs 
of the juſt, and to be paſſed in their behalf; for 
judgment ſhall return unto righteouſneſs, and all the up- 
right in heart ſhall follow it, For no weapon formed 
againſt the juſt ſhall proſper ; every mouth that ſhall 
riſe againſt them in judgment they ſhall condemn ; 
this is the heritage of the Lord's ſervants, and they 
ſhall never be deprived of it. In the worſt of ſtraits 
the faint of God is never left without a voice; nor 


The bleſſed Spirit of all truth, PR miſerable ſoul's 
comforter, 
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_ comforter, and the diſtreſſed ſoul's faithful and true 
witneſs, informed Job how to act in this critical 
juncture; and that was, to continue in a path in which 
he was ſure to meet his God again. There is one 
way, to ſpeak in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, in 
which God has promiſed to meet us, and but one; 
and that is, not in a way of our own deviſing, or in 
a way that ſeems right in our own eyes, for theſe are 
the ways of death; but it is this 
Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketh Sine 
neſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy ways. Iſaiah Ixiv. 5. 
Now, though this way is expreſſed in the plural num- 
ber, yet that is only on the account of the many ways 
and means of God's grace, in which the Spirit dire&ts 
us to the true and only way to the Father, for God 
gives his people one heart and one way. And what 
way is this in which God promiſes to meet thoſe 
that remember him and work righteouſneſs? I an- 
ſwer, Chriſt himſelf informs us that he Father ran 
and met, and kiſſed, the prodigal at the ſacrifice of the fat- 
ted calf, and in the firſt and beſt robe he embraced 
him. This is the way that we are to take in the 
darkeſt ſeaſons Ibo is there among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walk- 
eth in darkneſs and hath no light, let him truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon his God. Chriſt 
is God's ſervant whom he upholds, his ſervant that 


is to be extolled, and to be very high; and we are 


to vor his voice, to walt in the name of that King 


* 


e 


that the Father hath ſet upon his holy hl for he i 1 


the Lord our God. 


And this is the way that Job "ES Did Job re- | 


linquiſh the hold that he had of his Redeemer ? No, 


1 know, ſaith he, that my Redeemer liveth, and that be 


ſhall ſtand in the latter days upon the earth; and; though 


after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall 
Tee Gad. Job knew that his Redeemer lived, and 


he knew that he was God, and that he ſhould ſee him 
as he is and be like him. 


Did Job caſt away his 1 which: hath hg 


great recompence of reward? O no! He fought 


the good fight of faith, that he might lay hold on 


eternal life. Though he fray me, yet will I truſt in 
bim. | e 


fore complains, Daſt thou bring me into judgment with 
thee ? Yea, and the hand- writing of the law was againſt 
him; thou woriteft bitter things againſt me, &c. Yea, and 


the law diſcovereth his ſins alſo; thou maleſt me to poſe. 


þ 9% the iniquities of my youth, thou haſt ſealed up my 
tranſgreſſions in à bag, I know that thou wilt not buli 


me innocent. 
of his heart? No, no; put me in a ſurety with thee, 
When Job felt the curſe and. wrath of God, he looks' 


| to his Redeemer; when God ſhewed him the debt- 
book, he calls for the ſurety; and, when he found 


himfelf at the throne of judgment, he looks for the 
throne of grace; O that knew where I mi 2 find him, 
that 7 might came even to his ſeat, I would order my 

1 | cauſe 


But Job was at the throne of judgment, and there 


But does all this drive the Meſſiah out 
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cauſe * Bim, and 2 my mouth with arguments ; there . 
the righteous might diſpute with him; ſo ſhould I be deli- 
vered for ever from my judge. Will he plead agaiuſt me 
with his great power ? No, but he would put ftirength 
into me; for it is in Chriſt that we have both right- 
eouſneſs and ſtrength; nor will our only advocate 
plead againſt us, but for us. And what is this 
looking to the mercy ſeat? but the fame employ as 
ours; and what the new teſtament calls /ooking 10 
Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our faith. 6 
Did Job give up the truth, or the way of truth? | 
did he give up the doctrines of Chriſt, the word of 
life and love that he received from him? No, by. 
no means: truth was his ſhield and buckler, and he 
held it faſt. My foot bath held his ſteps, his way have. 
I kept, and not declined. Neither haus 1 gone back from 
the commandment of his lips; I have eſteemed the words of. 
| bys mouth more than my. neceſſary food. Job xxiii. 
11, 12. This is walking in the way of truth, 
and walking in the faith of the Meſſiah, who 
was then to come, and whom Job held faſt as 
| his redeemer, ſurety, and PO or throne 
of grace. 
But charity 1s the more excellent way. Did Job | 
walk in love? Yes, he did; he was rooted and ground- 
ed in love; and he would inſiſt on it that his circum- 
ſtances, joys, proſperity, and happineſs, were not 
| withered away for lack of moiſture, for the dew bad 


Lain all * upon his branch ; nor mor for the want of 
F a roo 
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aà root in himſelf, for he declared vba! the root of the 
matter was found in him. 

He held faſt his confidence in ba SI a king 
us all his calamities came not in vindictive wrath 
fo as to terminate in his eternal damnation, but that 
he was judged and chaſtened, that he might not be 
condemned with the world. He al/o ſpall be my ſalva- 
tion, for an hypocrite ſhall not come before him ; behold 
now ] have ordered my cauſe, I know that T ſhall be juſti- 
fed; who is he that will plead with me? Job xiii. 16, 
17, 18. Thus Job confeſſes his faith in the Meſſiah, 

and calls him his ſalvation, his ſurety, his redeem- 
er, and his throne of grace, or mercy- ſeat: he held 
faſt the words of his mouth as his great prophet; 
and ſuffered not his ſteps to decline from his ways: 
he held faſt his integrity; he abode by the teſtimony 
that God gave him; he kept a good conſcience, 
and ſuffered not his heart to reproach him: he walked 
in faith and in love, and deſired the preſence of his 
| God above every thing elſe. My defire is to reaſon 
| with Ged; O that I knew where I might find bin 
| This is walking in the ſteps of the faith of our fa- 
| ther Abraham, which he had in uncircumciſion; this 
| 
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was the way that Job took, and he commits his way 
to the Lord, that his thoughts might be eſtabliſhed, 
He knoweth the way that I tate, and when he hath Irie 
me I ſhall come forth as gold. | 
= And now let us ſee how he ſucceeds; whether his 
| predictions are fulfilled ; whether God honours his 
| faith, and confirms his words; whether his decrecs 
- | oy 5 are 
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are eſtabliſhed and his ſayings come to paſs; that we 
may do him honour. And upon trial we find him a 
true prophet: God honours his faith, and the Spirit's 
teſtimony in him; and the whole of his aſſertions 
came to paſs. He is tried, and comes forth as gold. 

Firſt Elihu is ſent to him in the office and character 
of the great mediator and divine interpreter, who 

is to be, according to Job's with, in God's fead. He 

reaſons with him, ſhews him wherein he erred, and 
wherein he has been deficient; ſhews God's end in 

chaſtiſements and afflictions, but yet vindicates Job's 

character as a ſaint of God. I am according to thy 

wiſh in God's ſtead ; my terror ſhall not make thee afraid, 
nor ſhall my hand be heavy upon thee. I defire to juſtify 

thee. Twill fetch my knowledge from afar, and will aſcribe 

righteouſneſs to my Maker; truly my words ſhall not be 

falſe, be that is perfect in knowledge is with thee; my words 

foall be of the uprightneſs of my heart, and my lips ſhall 
utter knowledge clearly. Thus did this pious and faith- 

ful youth perſonate the great Interpreter, whom we 

call The wonderful Counſellor, the mighty God, the Fa- 

ther of the eternal age, and the Prince of peace, 

And now the King himſelf ſucceeds his ambaſſa- 
dor, ſeconds all his motions, confirms the word cf 
his ſervant, and performs the counſel of his meſ- 
ſenger; he ſpeaks to Job out of the whirlwind, re- 
proves what is amiſs, and reprehends him for it; but 
ſtill vindicates him and his conduct above and be- 
fore all his friends, who had widened the breach in- 
ſtead of ſtanding in the gap, and helped forward the 

| os SE __ calamity 
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calamity inſtead of aſſuaging the grief of the diftreſſ: 
ed. Theſeareall bid to take their facrifices to Job, 
who is to pray for them, leſt God deal with them 
after their folly, who had not ſpoken the things that 
were right of God, as his ſervant Job had; and no 
wonder, for not one of all the three ever pointed 
him to the Meſſiah; and hence it is that they are all 
now ordered to bring their ſacrifices to Job, to let 
them know that there can be no acceſs to God, nor 
acceptance with him, without a facrifice, which is 
Chriſt; nor without an interceffor, which at this 
time was Job. Take your ſacrifices to my ſervant 
Job, and he ſhall pray for you, for him will J accept, 
left I deal with you according to your folly. Job 
prays, and God turned the captivity of Job when he 
prayed for his friends. God alſo accepted Job; 
and now, according to his own faith, be hath been 
ried, and he comes forth as gold. [48 3% 
God had tried his temperance and liberaliry with 
an uncommon ſtore of plenty; and, upon trial, gold 
was not his confidence, nor the love of money 
his root; He had tried his parental affections by 
the loſs of his children, but they were not inordi- 
nate ; he confeſſes that the Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away: and in all this Job ſinned not, nor 
attributed folly to God. He had tried his conjugal 
affections, and found them not inordinate neither; for, 
when his wife adviſed him to relinquiſh his integrity 
and to curſe God and die, he did not act like Adam 
in nen to the voice of his wife, but calls her 
. _ ſpeech 
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ſpeech that of a fooliſh woman, and aſks, Shall ue re- 
ceive goad at the hand of God, and ſhall aue not receiue 
evi]? The Lord had tried his faith with the with- 
drawment of his own countenance, with. grievous”. 
bodily afflictions, and with the fiery darts and ſore 
buffetings of Satan; yet Job holds faſt by the hand 
of faith, he abounds in hope, he expects a glorious. 
deliverance, and predicts it in the ſtrongeſt terms: 
When he hath tried me I ſhall come forth as gold. | 

God tried Job's love to him very ſharply by let- 
ting an army of terrors into his ſoul, which filled him 
with toſſings to and fro all night long. He was 
ſcared with dreams and terrified through viſions ;. 
yea, the arrows of the Almighty were within him, 
and the poiſon thereof drank up his ſpirits; yet he 
diſcovers the faith of God's elect, and ſticks to the. 
love of God's heart, even when he was pierced 
through with the arrows of his quiver. Al now 
bebold my witneſs is in heaven, and my record is on 
high; my friends ſcorn me, but mine eye poureth out tears. 
unto God. Thou ſhalt call, and I will anſwer thee; thou 
wilt have @ deſire to the works of thine hands. 

The fiery trial anſwers many good purpoſes; it 
purges the chaff from the wheat, The way-lide 
hearers, ſtony ground hearers, , the | thorny ground 
too, fat off for heaven, as well as the real hearers 
| of the word of the kingdom, yea and outran them; 
only the firſt in ſetting out were the laſt that ar- 
rived there; for, when the ſun of perſecution and 
remptation waxed hot, all blind zeal, the joys that 
— ſprung 
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ſptung from natural affections, with all their natural 
faith, withered away, and they fell back, and fell 
away; only faith that worketh by love went through, 
neither of which can fail. Charity never faileth; and 
T have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. Here 


the real faint fees the difference, and the good hand 


of God that makes him to differ. At the river Jor- 


dan Gideon's army was tried, and a diſcovery was 


made to him who were hearty in the Lord's cauſe 


and who were not. Abraham's order to kill his fon 


Iſaac tried his love to God; not that God might 
know it, but that Abraham might, and that God 
might have an opportunity of applauding it; and in 


this affair Abraham had an opportunity of trying 
God, and that in this reſpect, in offering up his all, 


to prove what he ſhould get in exchange. And 
here it was that he ſaw his Saviour's day, and found 
him-not only a tried ſtone, but a ſure foundation; he 
gets his Iſaac back, ſees his Saviour in the type, ob- 
tains another promiſe, another e and both 


confirmed by oath. 


And ſo Job had in this trial an opportunity of 


trying the faithfulneſs, affection, and ſympathy, of all 


his friends; and upon proof he found them forgers 
of lies, miſerable comforters, and phyſicians of no 
value. It ſerved to try alſo the affections of his 


- ſpouſe; and it appeared upon proof that ſhe did not 


care if the devil had him, ſo as he was but dead: 


_ Doft thou ſtill retain thine integrity? Curſe God, and die. 


He made trial alſo of thoſe who had formerly ho- 
| | noured 
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0 5 . him and careſſec him as a magiſtrate; and it 


appeared now that Job was their by- word, who be- 
foretime was as a tabret. God tried Job's faith, 
hope, love, and patience; and Job tried God's 
faithfulneſs, to ſee if he would honour his former 


teſtimony of him, and the Spirit's work in him; 


whether one whoſe name was recorded in heaven 
could be caſt away; whether the root of the matter 
could be loſt ; whether faith could fail; whether all 


things were poſſible to be done for thoſe that be- 


lieve, and whether according to his faith it would be 
done unto him. And he found his God and Saviour 


faithful and true; his faith was honoured, and all his 


predictions of future enlargement were fulfilled, and 
he comes forth as gold: rich in faith, rich in pro- 
miſes, rich toward God, and in the full aſſurance of 
a treaſure in the heavens, where no moth corrupts 
nor thief approaches. He ſees his Lord in open 
viſion, and comes forth into the glorious liberty of 
God's children. Job muſt be the high prieſt to 
offer the ſacrifices of his friends, and to pray for 
them; and they preſent to Job their free-will offer- 
ings, and God's bleſſing falls upon them. He receives 
once more ten children, double the number of cattle 
he ever had before, and lives to a good old age; his 
hoary head is a crown of glory, becauſe i is found 


in the way of righteouſnefs. hen he hath tried me, 


1 ſhall come forth as gold, 
I have often thought that Moſes, who left Egypt 


in fath, and was by divine Providence directed to 


F 4 Midian, 


C 
Midian, where he continued twenty years, was the 
inſtrument under God of ſpreading tlie ſavour of 
his knowledge in thoſe countries. Elihu, Job, Eli- 
phaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Jethro, were in mine 
opinion the ſpiritual children of Moſes; and I am 
inclined to think that Moſes was the writer of this Y 
book, and perhaps an eye and an ear-witneſs of the 
wonders of God in it; but this is only conjecture. * Wi 
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rur UNANIMITY OF PAUL AND A | 
25 fee then how that 1 works a man is 2 ed, 
and not by * 1 * li. 24 


Tbe apoſtle is here cutting at ſuch orofeſſors 
as talk of their faith, while their ſouls were dead 
to God, without any love to him, motion towards, 
him, or excerciſe upon him. _ ” 

Now ſuch a confidence as this, which is "ie 
the proper works that attend genuine faith, bat 
doth it. profit, my brethren? It is of no avail. It doth 
not apply the atonement, nor put on an imputed 
righteouſneſs ;- it ĩs not attended with peace, it doth 
not work by love, nor doth it prevail with God 
in prayer, nor hath it been attended with the ſeal 
of the Spirit, nor with the witneſs of him; and 
therefore the talker. of this faith 1s as dead, and as 
barren to God as ever he was; and then what doth 
it profit? Can faith fave him? No, faith is no ſaviour; 
there is falvation in no other name under heaven but 
in Chriſt : and ſuch a faith as this, which performs 
not the works of faith, can never bring Chriſt into 
the ſoul, to dyell i in the heart; nor lead us out of 
ſelf, that we may dwell ! in Chriſt by faith, He that 

believes 


= profit? This brother and ſiſter ſets forth the ſtate 


( 
believes ſhall be ſaved; but this is not that faith that 
_ accompanies ſalvation. Faith which comes from 
God, and which is God's gift to us, and God's work 
in us, is given us to live by: The juſt man ſhall live by 
bis faith. But this faith brings nothing 1 in, and there- 
fore muſt ſtarve the ſoul. | 

Fa brother or ſiſter be naked, and deftitute of daily 
food; and one of you ſay unto them, Depart in peace, be 
ye warmed and filled; notwithſtanding ye give them not 
thoſe things which are needful to the body; what dath it 


and caſe of the miſerable ſinner, who is poor and 
wretched, blind and naked, and deſtitute of all food 
but huſks and the bread of deceit; but then, does 
the faith of God's elect ſend the poor creature away 
in ſuch a miſerable condition as this, ſaying, Be ye 
warmed and filled, but at the lame time does nothing 
for him? I trow not. 
Faith is a hand to clothe the naked, 'The righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt is revealed from faith to faith; and is to 
and upon all that belitve. It not only puts on cloth- 
ing, but it warms us alſo; for it works by love, and 
love makes the heart burn within us; it brings daily food 
to the ſoul. We live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
is the bread of life; and wwho/e fleſh is meat indeed, and 
whoſe blood is drink indeed ; and they that banner have 
everlaſting life, and ſhall never = 
Now, as ſuch a poor brother or fiſter, being ſe ent 
empiy aways with a Be ye warmed and filled, with- 
out 
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out any relief given, profiteth nothing ; even /o faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
But true faith is never alone, for where true faith 
is there is Chriſt ; for be dwells in the heart by faith. 
1 live by the faith of the Son of Cod; yet not I but Chriſt 
loeth in me. The Holy Ghoſt alſo always accom- 
panies true. faith. The day you believed you were ſealed 7 
with the Holy Spirit of promiſe. Beſides faith has two 
ſiſters, that are ſure to abide with her, and ever will. 
And now abideth faith, hope, and charity, theſe three, 
And, as faith always works by love, and cannot work 
without it, it is plain that this faith cannot be the 
faith of God's elect, becauſe it is dead, being alone. 
But can faith, which is a fruit of the Spirit of life, 
be dead? or can faith that works by love be alone? 
Yea a man may ſay, Thou haſt faith, and I have 
works, James ſtill purſues this prating fool. Be- 
fore this man is repreſented as ſaying, I have faith; 
and this report, conveyed by ſounding his own 
trumpet, goes abroad, and another circulates it, and 
ſays, Thou haſt faith; then ſays James, I have works, 
But fhew me thy faith without thy works: which 
is what no man can do; for faith is as a grain of 
muſtard ſeed .in the heart, which is hid from all but 
God, and the poſſeſſors of it, 7 will ſhew thee m] 
faith by my works, ſays James. Faith overcomes the 
world, and ſeparates us from it, inſomuch that our old 
companions can ſee it, and wonder that we run not 
with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking evil of as. 
F aich centers in Chriſt, We all meet in the unity of the 
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faith, that is, in our covenant Head; and the believer 
abides in him, and abides by him, both in faith and 
affection, while others deſpiſe him. Faith obtains 
promiſes, and mixes itſelf with the word, which may 
be known by found doctrine, found words, found 
ſpeech that cannot be condemned, and by the whole- 
ſome words of our Lord Jetus Chriſt, ſpoken in faith 
and love. Faith is attended with the light of life, for 
be that believeth in Chriſt ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but 


Pall have the light of life; and this light is to ſhine 


before men, and is attended with good works, ſuch 
as holding the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, 
a willingneſs to live honeſtly, not walking in crafti- 
neſs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; which 
are ſome of the blackeſt of all crimes: by manifeſta- 
tion of the truth, ſetting it forth in all its freeneſs and 
fulneſs, appealing to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of God; dealing faithfully with ſouls, and ſet- 
ting light by the world; abhorring covetouſneſs, and 
willing to relieve the poor of the flock; watchiag 
over each other for good, ſeeking the welfare of their 
fouls, guarding them againſt all thoſe who lie in wait 
to deceive, eſpecially the free-willers, who hold the 
leaven of the pharifees, which is hypocriſy; and by a 

warm attachment to- Chriſt, and a ſteady adherence | 
to truth; not like the fmple, that believeth every word, 
but like a wife mar, that looks wwell to his way. James 
ſhewed his faith by ſuch works as theſe. 

- Thou believeſt that there is one God; thou doeft well. 

This is a bare aſſent of the natural mind; founded 

8 | upon 
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upon divine hiſtory, which is what none but a hea- 
then will deny. But true faith exceeds this aſſent, 
and confeſſion too; it ſees him that is inviſible to the 
eye of the body, and to the light of nature; it gives 
credit to God's word, and flies to him as to the great 


rewarder of all that diligently ſeek him; and receives 
the bleſſings of life, and peace, love, and comfort, 
that are in him, and views him as the mee of all 
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God. 

The vil alſo 3 She 3 The 1 Jevils 
go further than this man in his dead confidence, 
which fixes the poor carnally ſecure hypocrite. in 
ſuch a ſtate, who ſits down at eaſe under the woe of 


God, dead in ſin: ' Woe unto them that are at eaſe in 


Zion, and to the dead in ſuch a We under the 
ſound of goſpel grace. 

The devil's faith has ſome feeling i in it. "Us be- 
heves in one God, Father, Son, and Spirit; and he 
feels his own guilt, and God's curſe ; he is in chains, 
and he knows it; he knows, that Chriſt has deſtroyed. 


his works, and bruiſed his head, and he hates him 


for it, and oppoſes him, and yet trembles at the 
thought of future torment from him as his m_ 
ug. 
Devils know that the Holy Ghoſt caſts them out 
of ſinners' hearts, and ſets up God's kingdom therein, 
which is a tranſlation of them from the kingdom of 
Satan to that of God's dear Son; and hence it is 
that cher are ſo e againſt the power of re- 


ligion; 
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ligion; and this is the reaſon why he raiſes ſuch 
ſtorms of calumny and oppoſition againſt every mi- 
niſter of the Spirit, and fuch floods of damnable 
hereſy againſt the true goſpel, to carry away the 
Lamb's wife from the truth by a flood of errors: 
but this deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs never works 
effectually only in them that periſh, who never re- 
ceived the truth in the love of it, and who in juſt 
Judgment God gives up, ſome of them to ſpeak 
lies in hypocriſy, and others to believe in the ſtrong 
deluſions, that they may have no part in the heavenly 
city, but in the lake prepared for all liars, 

But wilt thou know, vain man, that faith without 
works is dead? Was not Abraham our father juſtified 
by works when he bad offered 10 855 bis ſon upon the 
altar? 

Was not this act of obedience by Abraham a fl 
proof that Abraham's faith was of divine origin, a 
faith that is of the operation of the Spirit of God ? and 
which always gives credit to God's word, and yields the 
obedience of faith? For could the faith of nature, or 
the falſe confidence of the moſt refined hypocrite, 
which is nothing elſe but a carnal aſſent, ever give 
credit to this, that a man's murdering his own 
child could be pleaſing to God—when this law 
was gone forth into the hearts of the children 
of men ever ſince Cain's ſlaughter of Abel, char 
he that ſheds man's blood, * man ſhall his blood be 
fred? © 
But this deed i is the higheſt act of obedience that 

ever 
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ever Abraham's faith produced. This faith is of 
the fame kind as Jonah's was, who told the mariners 
| that he was a Hebrew, and one that feared God that 
made the ſea and the dry land; and that he had fled 
from his preſence, and on his account the ſingular 
ſtorm fell upon them; and that the only remedy, the 
only way to appeaſe God, and obtain a calm, was to 

drown him; which is what no natural man in his 
ſenſes would ever believe, and they themſelves could 
not; therefore they rowed hard; and, when all was in 
vain, and they were brought to this ſtraight, either 
to ſink him or ſink themſelves, they were obliged 
to cry to God, whom they had never known, not to 
lay innocent blood to their charge: and they were ſo 
aſtoniſhed to ſee the ſtorm and the prophet both fink 
together, that they did that which they never had 
done before; they ſacrificed to God, and made yows, 
Some people talk of rational religion; they may 
as well talk of human divinity; for ſure I am that 
ſuch a faith as this is not the-produce of nature, and 
ſuch acts are far enough above the reach of na- 
ture. . | 1 
This work of Abraham's made it appear to all 
that his faith worked by love; and both his faith 
and his love came down from the Father of lights ; 
he believed God under the operations of a faith from 
God, and loved him under the conſtraining power 
of divine love ſhed abroad in his heart : this is plain, 
+ becauſe it appears ſo much ſtronger than all natural 
affections, or even than the moſt inordinate affec- 
| tions, 
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tions, and all the ties of nature. Abraham denied 
ſelf in every ſenſe, and crucified every affection and 
every deſire, in this buſineſs. | 

Seeft thou bow faith wrought with his works? You 
may ſee how faith wrought within by his works 
without. And by works was faith made perfect. By 
this trial of Abraham's faith it was found and mani- 


feſted to be genuine; and upon trial, and being tried, 


it was more precious than gold that periſheth. 

Aud the ſcripture was fulfilled which ſaith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed to him for righteouf- 
neſs; the ſcriptures having before aſſerted that, 
when God promiſed to Abraham that his ſeed 


ſhould be as the ſtars of heaven, he believed God) 


ney it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. ' 


This teſtimony went long before; and, when the 


long looked for and mueh expected ſeed came, he 
was bid to offer it up to God; w ch he did; and by 
this his obedience it was proved, upon trial, that the 


former teſtimony to Abraham's faith was true, and 


it was fulfilled hereby, for Abraham was manifeſted 
to be a righteous perſon, that 1 the rea] obe- 


7 of faith. 


Aud be is called the friend of God.” Being juſtified 


by faith, he had peace with God; and, receiving by 


faith the promiſed Mediator, his natural enmity was 


ain, reconciliation took place, communion and fel- 
lowſhip with God followed; peace, harmony, and 
friendſhip, ſucceeded, and ever ſubſiſted n 
ann and his God. | | | 
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Ye fee then bow that by works 4 man is juſtified, and 
not by faith only. Juſtification i is aſcribed to different 
perſons, and 1s attributed to various things, as fol- 
lows. Sometimes Rn is n to God 
the Father. 5 ; 

It is Cad that inftifeth who is be that condenneth Fo 
It is Chriſt that died, © 

Sometimes it is aſcribed to Chriſt: And by bis 7 
knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many, for be 
ſhall bear their iniquity. And to che * Ghoſt J 
| alſo: 42 

But ye are juſtified in hs name of the Lord % Yi, 
and by the Spirit of our God. 5 
| In what ſenſe does God the Father juſtify us? 
4 Ae God is our creditor, and he appointed his 
W own Son to be our ſurety; and accepts his Son's, 
. obedience in our behalf, and places it to our ac- 
count. He made him to be fin for us who knew no in, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of Cod in bim. 
This *mputation is the Father's act. To us it ſhall. 
be imputed, if we believe on him who e up Christ 
from the dead. 1 

It was Chriſt hd bore our Fab and obeyed a. 
law for us; he made an end of ſing and brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; and, having undertaken in 
covenant engagemenes ea be made of God unto us 
| viſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, - 
W whenever it pleaſes God to reveal him in us, and Chriſt 
manifeſts himſelf to us, and we are brought to believe. 
in him, to know him, to feel him, and to receive him, 

| S es 
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as the end of the law for righteouſneſs, juſtification 
paſſes in the court of conſcience, and we find that 


our hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs is now ſatiſ- 
fied and filled, and that it is life eternal to know 


him; and thus by his knowledge, or * the koawloilgs: 
of him, he juſtifies many. 

The Dpurir s work, which he aa; to "Ro Is 
to convince us of fin, and of the need of righteo! il. 
neſs, and to take of the things that are Chriſt's, and 


to ſhew them unto us; he opens the heart to receive 
the Saviour, ſhews his righteouſneſs to us, and 
works faitk in the heart to receive it. It is to all and 
upon all that Believe; he produces peace in the con- 


ſcience as the bleſſed effect of it Being juſtified by faith, 
we have peace with God. The Spirit ſilences all the 


clamorous accuſations of Satan, law, and conſcience, 


and bears his witneſs to our acceptance with God in 
this beſt robe; and in this ſenſe we are juſtified by the 


Spirit of our God. Juſtification is ſaid to be by va- » 


rious things, as follows. It is aſcribed to grate. 
Being juſtified freely by his grace, through tie redemp- 
tion that 15 in 1 75 es. R y a 8 * 
alſo. * 
2 "the 65d zence / one hab, many be made ri 2 
or Hall be juſtified: By bod. 


Being juſti ified by his blood, We oa be . wk fron | 


wrath through him.” By faith. 


- Therefore we conclude that a man is 2 ified faith 


era the deeds fs the law, K words. 
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tor 9 thy by words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy 
words thou: fhalt be condemned. In Chrift. 

In him ſhall all the ſeed of Nael be Jaftifed, ung > 
glory. By works alſo. 

Ye fee then how that by works 4 man is juſtified, 4027 
not by faith only. Now, to reconcile all theſe things, 
take notice that, as God appointed Chriſt to be our 
ſurety, to obey the law for us, and be made right= 
couſheſs to us, and Chriſt is ſaid to be given for a 

| covenant to us, With all his ſaving benefits, without 
any merit, worth, or worthineſs, as procuring caufes 
hereof in us; and, as the Spirit that :eſtifies of this 
righteouſheſs is a gilt, and faith that puts it on is = 
gift of God alſo, ſo the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is a 
gift too. We 2 the abundance of , grace, aud the pift 
ef ri ighteouſneſs, and "ſhall rei gn in lij 55 one, Je eſis Chrif. 

All chis, being freely given, not fo ſell. righteous per- 
ſons, while they continue ſuch, hut to ungodly ſin⸗ 
ners; as it is written, But to him that wor kel h not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly 95 his faith i 
7 fer ri pbteouſne)s. 5 | 

Now) the gift of righteouſneſs, to an ung godly ſin- 
ner, muſt be free and unmerited; and hence we are 
ſaid to be juſtified freely by his grace. Es 1" 

This righteouſneſs, being the ſpotleſs obedience 
of Chriſt (our ſurety) to the law, whom it became 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and who declared ht not 

ene jot or lillle ſhould Fail from the law till all was 2 
filled; this is what God calls magnifying the law, 
and making | it honourable ; which perfect obedience 

Er of 
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of the Surety is imputed and given to the poor 
debtor; and hence it is that 2 the obedience of one 
many are made righteous. 

Moreover, to ſhew us that we are juſtified freely 
from all things; if the ſuggeſtions of Satan, and 
the workings of unbelief, ſhould terrify us, that 


we have no ſcreen from the future curſe of the law, 


and terrify us with the terrible expectations of wrath 
to come, we are faid to be juſtified freely through the 
redemption that is in Chriſt Feſus. Chriſt endured the 


curſe of the law, and the wrath of God, and redeem- 
ed and ranſomed us from both. And God is faithful | 


and juſt to forgive us aur fins, and to cleanſe us from al 
unrigbteouſugſs; and, as a righteous judge, to give us 
the crown of righteouſneſs in that day. Now this ran- 
ſom-price, which Chriſt paid for us, is to redeem us 
from the pit, and from all future demands of lay 
and juſtice; hence we are faid to be juſtified by his 
blood, and ſaved from wrath through bim. 
Faith is an eye which apprehends this righteoul: 
neſs. Abraham, who was juſtified by faith, ſaw the 
promiſed ſeed at a diſtance, and by the hand of faith 
embraced bim; and faith has this honour of putting 
| this robe on the ſinner; it is revealed from faith 1 
| faith, and is unto all and upon all that believe ; ; there 
fore, inſtrumentally or applicatory, 
Me are juſtified by faith. 
In the next place, we are juſtified by words, 


For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by 10 


words thou ſhalt be condemned. A man is * 
wor 


1 
! 
£ 


„ 
words, when the words of his mouth agree with the 
oracles of God and with God's teſtimony of man, 
and when his heart and mouth go both together. 

For inſtance: the publican in the temple dares not 
lift up his eyes to heaven, conſcious of his guilt, 
ſhame, and confuſion of face; he feels his guilt, and 
ſmites upon his breaſt, where the wound lay; he 
confeſſes honeſtly his true ſtate and caſe, and has 
nothing to look to, hope in, or ſue for, but the ſure 
mercies of David, which are in Chriſt ; not one good 
Vork or good word does he plead, but guilty he 
pleads before God. And what was the conſequence? 
Why he went home to his houſe juſtified. Juſtified 
by his words, for he had confeſſed the truth; and 
S juſtified in his hungry ſoul by the 1 imputation of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt to him. 
Again, ſee in David his honeſt confeſſon. Have 


mercy upon me, O God; according to thy loving kindneſs, 
according to the multituds of thy tender mercies, blot out 
my tranſgreſſions, Waſh me thoroughly from mine ini- 
quity, and cleanſe me from my ſin, for 1 acknowledge my 
tranſoreſſions, and my fin is ever before me. I was ſba- 
pen in iniquity, and in fin did my motber conceive me. 
Againſt thee, thee only, have J. ſinned, and deae evil in 
thy fight, that thou mighteſt be juſtiſied when thou ſpeak- 
eſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. Pſalm li. By all 
theſe words David was juſtified. He ſues for mercy, 
which is a rejecting all confidence in tie fleſh, He 
prays for God's loving kindneſs; which is a tacit" 
confeſſion of his own enmity and alienation, He 
| G 3 prays 
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_ prays to be waſhed, which ſhews the ſenſe and need 
that he had of the fountain God hath opened tor ſin. 
He confeſſes his fin, which is an acknowledgment 
of the omniſcience of God. He confeſſes his cor- 
rupt ſtate from his conception, which is a confeſſion 
of the fall of man, of every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart being evil, and only evil, 
and of the impoſſibility of bringing a clean thing out 
of an unclean, which no man, howeyer good, can | 
do. 

He confeſſes that all his fins were againſt God, 
which is an acknowledgment of his juſtice, and that 
to God vengeance belongeth. I will repay, ſaith the 
Lord. All this confeſſion is ingenuous, honeſt, true, 
and conſiſtent with the teſtimony of God reſpecting 
the fall of man, his ſinfulneſs, and the depravity of 
human nature. He owned God to be true, and 
himſelf a liar ; his unrighteous conduct he deteltech 
and by his deteſtation of it conſented to the law 
that it was good and juſt; for his unrighteouſnel ; 
commended the righteouſneſs of God: nor did he 
think God unrighteous, who in a way of chaſtiſe- 
ment taketh vengeance, as it is written, that thou 
 mighteſt be juſtified in thy ſayings, and 2 igbteſt overcame 
when thou art Judged. Romans ili. 3, 4 

Once more. The ſenſible ſinner, who bas, felt his 
own depravity, like Paul, and owns himſelf the chief 
of ſinners, and the vanity of all ſelf-rightequſhcls, as 
he did, and owns it to be dung and droſs; and who 


confeſſe to the honour of God, that by t the grace of 
- God | 
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God I am what I am, and that he hopes and waits 
for the righteouſneſs of Gcd by faith; he is juſtified 
by words, or juſtified in his ſayings, being the real 
truth of the caſe, and having confeſſed it to the ho- 
nour of God's grace; and ſuch an one with the heart 
telieveth unto righteouſneſs; and with the mouth makes 
confeſſion to ſalvation. 2 | 

And at the day of Jae ſuch ſouls will act. 
the ſame honeſt part. I was an hungry, and ye gave 
ne meat; thirſty, and ye gave me drink, &c. faith the 
Lord. They aſk, I ben jaw we thee an hungry, or 
_ thirſy? &c. knowing that it was himfelf that wrought 
in them both 10 will and to do, and therefore put it 
far from them, and refer the whole of it to the 

Agent and efficient cauſe of all good; and theſe are 
juſtified by their words, Jor they are bleſſed, and go into 
life eternal, 

And by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned. 

The words of this condemned criminal are lies, 
contradictory to the judgment and teſtimony of 
God, and contrary to the confeſſion of all God's 
ſaints, and to the verdict of their own thoughts, and 
to the judgment and ſentence of their own con- 
ſcience. Such is that of the phariſee in the temple. 

God, I thank thee that I am not as other men, no ex- 
tortioner, unjuſt, &c. nor as this publican. He lied in 
the name of God; for the heart of one man anſwers 
to the heart of another as in water face anſwers to 
face; he was proud, not humble; be exalted himſe If, 
and Pal be aged; and he that laid, Theſe many year's 
2 | G 4 do 
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do T ſerve thee, and never at any time tranſgreſſed I thy 
commandment, and yet thou never gaveſt me a kid; but 
a4 as ſoon as this thy ſon was come, that hath devoured thy 
ſubſtance with SO thou haſt killed for vim the fatted 
calf. 

Here is firſt his long ſervice in the oldneſs of the 
letter; he never tranſgreſſed, which is an arrant lie, 
for there is no man that ſinneth not; and yet thou never 
gaveſt me a kia, charging God with ingratitude, par- 
tiality, and injuſtice, and as countenancing iniquity, 

| ſhewing a reſpect to him that had waſted his ſub- 
ſtance, . and diſcountenancing the frugal ſoul; and. 

; therefore, though God called the prodigal 2% brother, 
he diſowns and diſclaims him, and palms him upon 
God, calling him, his thy ſon. But he is no brother 
of mine, and for this he is condemned, and left to his 
pride, ſelf-righteouſneſs, blindneſs, and inſenſibility, 
like the phariſees, who ſaid, Are we blind alſo? To 
whom Chriſt replies, 1f ye were blind ye ſbould not have 
fin; but ſince ye ſay, We ſee, your fin remaineth for judg- 
ment I am come into this world, that thoſe that fee not 
might ſee, aud that thoſe that fee may be made blind ; fir 
the light that was in them was darkneſs. | 

T hoſe that ſay, I am holier than thou, are a ſmoke 
in God's noſe, and the ſmoke of their torment ſhall aſ- 
cend for ever and ever. They that juſtify themſelves 
before men are abomination in the ſight of God, 
and thoſe that charge him with being an auſtere 
man, reaping where he had-not ſowed, and gather- 
ing where he had, not ſtrawed, are condemned _ 
| 4 
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of abt own mouth; and ſo will they be who talk of 
free will, human power, inherent grace, ſalyation by 
works, and fleſhly perfection; which is giving the lie 
to the teſtimony of heaven, which declares the per- 
verſeneſs of man's will, the frailty of man's nature, 
his corruption and enmity to God; that by works 
there is no fleſh living can be juſtified ; and, ſo far 
from ſinleſs perfection, that, from the crown of the 
head to the ſole of the foot, there is no ſoundneſs, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of man's 
heart is evil, only evil, and that continually. | | 
Theſe proud wretches contradict their Maker; 
they give the groaning confeſſions of all the ſaints 
the lie; they belie the verdict of their own thoughts, 
and the judgment and ſentence of their own con- 
ſcience; and, in effect, charge God with folly for 
ſending a Saviour, and providing an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs by him, when man's ſtate did not re- 
quire it, and when human power and felt-righteouſ- 
neſs never ſtood in need of his being either right- 
eouſneſs or ſtrength to them; all which counſet and 
clemency of heaven is viewed by them needleſs, or | 
ſuperfluous. Theſe are the ſort that appear outwardly 
righteous before men, but God knows their hearts, 
and they will plead their performances even in the 
great day. When ſaw we thee an hungry, and did not 
| feed thee, thirfly, and gave thee no drink? &c. But theſe 
Hall go away into everlaſting puniſoment, for 2 ther 
words they ſhall be condenmed. N 
| "oO are alſo ſaid to be * in Chriſt; for i in 
bim 
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him ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 
Chriſt is our covenant head, in whom we are all 
choſen, and in whom we are all accepted ; and to the 
fellowſhip of whom we are all called in one hope of 
our calling: to this Shiloh the gathering of the people is 
zo be; and by him, and in him, the whole _ of 
heaven and earth are called. 
And; as we all find pardon in his blogd, WY in the 
ſatisfaction he has made, and peace with God through 
the blood of his croſs, fo in him all God's elect are 
to confeſs that in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
firength, and to him ſhall all men come; that is, for 
juſtification towards God, and for acceptance with 
| him. In this ſenſe it is that all Ihe ſeed of God's Tiracl- 
ites indeed are juſoified i im God's fight, and in him they 
Hall all glory. * e 
And, laſtly, we are juſtified by works. 77 ſce then 
how that by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only. 
Two inſtances James produceth as witneſſes of this 
truth: the one is Abraham's offering up Iſaac, and 
the other is Rahab's receiving the meſſengers and 
ſending them out another __ Now to the firſt of 
A 
It is plain that James cannot mean jultifcadon to- 
wards God, or before God, by works, for this rea- 
ſon. God promiſed Abraham a ſon when it could 
be hardly expected, Abraham and Sarah being very 
old; however, God told him that his feed ſhould be at 
the ftars of heaven for multitude, and he believed in God, 
and Grd imputed it to bim for righteouſneſs. This was 
5 1 | Juſtification 
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-uſtification towards God, or before God, by faith, 
without any works; and this was ten years, or more, 
before Iſaac was born : and, if it be true (what ſome 
chronologers aſſert) that Iſaac was twenty years old 
when Abraham offered him up, it. is plain that 
Abraham was juſtified by faith before God thirty 
years before he was juſtified by works, or by the 
fruits of his faith, Before men. 

Again, When was Rahab juſtified by faith? I an- 


| ſwer, God told Pharaoh that for this cauſe he had 


raiſed him up, to ſhew his power in him, and that his 
name might be declared throughout the earth. The 
judgments of God upon Egypt, and upon Pharoah and 
all his hoſt at the Red ſea ; the ſalvation of Iſrael at 
that time; the cloud and pillar that followed them by 
day and night; the manna wherewith they were fed; 

the conqueſts they obtained over Og and Sihon, kings 
of the Amorites; and of their coming to Canaan to 
inherit it; reached the ears of Rahab, and ſhe pon- 
dered them over in her heart, and traced them up, not 
to idols, but to the Almighty and Eternal God; and 
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the ſpirit of faith attended this report to her ears and | 


heart, and fixed it in her mind, that all that ſhe had 
hear was true, and that it was the great work of the 
Go of heaven; and ſhe beforehand ſaw the evil that 

would come upon the inhabitants of Canaan, and 
wiſhed to hide herſelf, being warned of God of 
things not ſeen as yet. And accordingly the ſpies 
were unexpeCtedly directed to her houſe, and ſhe in- 


forms them what ſhe had heard, and confeſſes their 


CE 
God, and aſſerts that he had given them their land, 
and that there was no more ſpirit in any of them on 
the account of Iſrael, and owns that the God of Iſrael 
was the God of heaven and earth; and implores an 
oath of them, in his name, to obtain mercy. She is 
intruſted with thelr ſecret, and enjoined to keep it, 
which ſhe does; ſhe withdraws all her affections from 
her own people, and cleaves to the children of God, 
hides them, lets them down by a wall, fends them 
away ſafely, and predicts their ſafe return if they abide 
three days; all which they obſerve, and ſucceed; and 

ſhe gathers all her family into her own houſe, ac- 
cording to the covenant and charge they gave her, 
and keeps the ſecret with which ſhe was intruſt- 
ed; and the conſequence was, that, when all the 
other parts of the walls of Jericho fell down, her 
houſe, that was built on the town wall, ſtood, with 
her and all her friends in it. | 

Salmon, a prince of Iſrael, marries this woman, and, 

according to Matthew's genealogy, Cc hriſt came 
through her. 05 

Both Abraham and Rahab were juſtified before 
God by faith long before either of them was juſtified 
before men by works. The firſt act makes the tree 
good, and the laſt makes the fruit appear to be 
good. The firſt is attended with a divine ray from 
God; He that believeth in me fhall not abide in darkneſs: 
the other is a letting our light ſhine before men. The 
firſt makes the man good, and the latter is a letting 


; en fee our good works, that they may glor icq our F. ather 
which 
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which is in ; heavens. James 3 not ſay, Shew God 
your faith without your works, but Shew me your faith 
 evithout your works, and I will ſhew you my faith by my 
works, Hence it is plain that juſtification before 
men is meant, and not juſtification before God. 
All that has been here ſaid reſpects juſtification 


in the court of a man's own conſcience. But the 


elect were decretively juſtified from eternity in the 
purpoſe of God; for, as he preappointed us 70 obtain 
ſalvation by Chriſt with eternal glory, ſo he preap- 
pointed us to righteouſneſs as our title to it; for we 
were predeſtinated to be conformed to the image of his 
ſon, which ſtands in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. _ 


2. We were juſtified federally in- Chriſt from 


everlaſting : from everlaſting I was ſet up; that is, to 
be future man and mediator; and was then made 
of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſan#Fification, 


and redemption. This is proclaimed in the cove- 
nant—Thy people Hall be all righteous ; they ſhall in- 


berit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, -the 


work of my hands, that 7 may be n Iſaiah 


Ix. 21. 


roſe again for « our ee 8 
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3. We were zultißel repreſentatively i in Chriſt at 
his reſu rrection—7. by dead men ſhall live, together with 
my dead body ſhall they ariſe. He died od our . and = 
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THE | SAINT'S uysric. DEATH AND PERFECT FRETS 
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Tur be that is dead is free Fed fin. Rom. vi. 7. 


Tue elect of God, as well as all others, are by na- 
ture dead: they are dead in ſin, living without any 
ſpiritual life; and to be carnally minded ls death: they 
are without any affection for God, motion towards 
him, delight in him or in his ſervice: and they are 
dead in law, being condemned in Adam, for judg- 
ment by one 1 came upon all men to condem- 
nation: and they are under the curſe of the law, and 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
In this ſtate the law could give us no ſtrength to 
obey its precepts, and conſequently it could give us 
no life; for all our obedience thereto is only dead 
works. But what the law could not do, in that il was 
| wveakt through the fleſh, God hath done for ns, by ſending 
Bis own; Son in the likengfs of finful fleſh, and, by a ſacrifice 
for fin, condemned fin in the fleſh. Rom. viii. 3. Chriſt 
was ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. The children being 
partakers of fieſh and blood, he alſo himſelf took part of the 
fame. And to him were our actual tranſgreſſions 
and inbred — en He was made 7 n for 
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46, and he ſtood charged with the whole of our fins, 
and was are and condemned, being numbered 
with the tranſereſſors ; and, under the ſentence that fell 
on him, our fins were condemned in his fleſh, He dies 
the death of the croſs, and mates hi: foul an offering for 
ſin. And our old man is crucified with him, and we 
too, for we died in our Head by virtue of a preced- 
ing union with him. 7 am crucified with Chriſt, ſays 
Paul; I died in my Head; in him J have died the death 
due to me for ſin by virtue of my union with him, 
and by his being cut off, not for himſelf, but for me; 
in him I died, in him ſuffered the law; for, if one died 
Vor all, then were all dead when he died. And in this 
ſenſe we were all dead together; the Head, and all the 
members in him. But there is a voice in the pro- 
miſe, Thy dead men ſball live, ſaith God. With my dead 
body ſhall they ariſe, ſaith the Saviour. And in our 
Head we all aroſe. Ye are riſen with Chriſt; God bath 
quickened you together with him, having forgiven you all 
treſpaſſes ; his blood has purged your fins, his reſurrec- 
tion is a pledge of ours, and eternal life is in hip for 
all his members. 

To let us know this, the law that all; ee 
ed, and curſed to death, the covenant head (who was 
made ſin for us), that law comes to us, ſin revives, 
and we die; which is a planting us together in the 
likeneſs of his death: the ſpirit directs the eye of faith 
to the death and atonement of Chriſt, and quickens 
us by his influence; and we rife under the operation of 
the Spirit of God, and are planted together in the likeneſs 

= 


(96) 
of his reſurrefion. Now we live no more in the old 
way ; we are dead, buried, and riſen with Chriſt. To 
the luſt of men, to the luſt of the fleſh; to the will of 
men, and to ſin, and to the law, we live no more. 

ie are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
We are dead to ſelf. No. man liveth unto himſelf, nor 
dieth unto himſelf. Whether we live therefore or die, we 


are the Lord's. And to this end Chrift died, roſe 
again, and revived, that he might be the Lord both of 


the dead and of the living; the Lord of thoſe elect 
fouls who are as yet dead in ſin, and of them that 


are already quickened. He is dead to ſin, and lives 
no longer therein. He is dead to the law by the 
ſentence paſſed on the body of Chriſt, and by the 


ſentence felt in kimſelf; and expects no life from 


that. And by a ſweet union to Chriſt, and the en- | 


joyment of it; by communion with the ſaints, and 
affection for them; he is crucified to this world; he can 


find no life in the company of the dead; and the - 


world is crucified to him ; they can find no delight or 
life in the company of one that is dead to may and 
alive to God. 


The old life, and all old things, are now „ paſſed 
away, and all things are become new. He is born 


again, walks in newneſs of life, in a new and living 
way ; lives by faith on the Son of God, or the riſen 
Saviour lives in him; he has a new heart and a new 


ſpirit; be /peaks with a new tongue; finds new deſires 


and new delights; purſues a new end, and chooſes 
new company; the form of godlineſs paſſes away, 
| 1 8 N and 
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and every branch of vital godlineſs is entirely new to 
him. 
And he that 1s dead i is freed from f. 4 n. What, from 
the in- being of it? No. Jf we ſay we have no fin, we 
deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. Are we 
freed from the in-dwelling of it? No. I know that in 
me, that is my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing. Is it a 
freedom from the oppoſitions, motions, and ſtrug- 
oles of it? No. I find a law in my members warring 
againſt the law of my mind. Are we free from all 
flips and falls into it? There is not a juſt man upon 
| earth that doeth good and finneth not. In many things 

we offend all. Ibo can underſtand his errors, cleanſe 
thou me from ſecret faults. For the juſt man falleth ſeven 
ines, and riſetb again. And, if thy brother fin againſt 
thee until ſeventy times ſeven, and turn again, and ſay, I 
repent, thou ſhalt forgive him. Are we freed from all 
carnal defires after evil? No. Abſtain from fleſhly Iufts, 
which war a gainſt the ſoul. The ſpirit in man Iufteth to 
ery. Are we freed from all the uſurped power of 
' ſin? No. The good that I would I do not; but the evil 
which I could not, that do IJ. But are we freed from 
it in the houſe of God, and when engaged in his ſer- 
vice? No. Groundleſs fear and trembling are often in 
the pulpit, and carnal wanderings in the pew. hen 
I would do good, evil is preſent with me. Is there no- 
ting in us that ſerves ak £ Yes. Pp * with the 
the law of ht VA , | 
What is this freedom then 2 Anſwer, The new 
H man 
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man of grace is put on, which is created in right. 
eouſneſs and true holineſs; ſuch are new creatures in 
Chriſt; and complete in him. 
The old man is put off, as condemned, crucified, 
dead, and buried, by the ſacrifice of Chriſt for ſin; 
and therefore, faith Paul, it is no more I the ney 


man, nor I the ſaint, that do it; but the old man. / 


is n, that dwelleth in me, which evil I allow not; 
which evil I would not; which I hate, which is the 
' ſource of all my miſery. O wretched man that I an, 
zoho ſhall deliver me! We that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened ; having a ſoul on the 
ftretch for heaven, and yet clogged with corruption, 
What is this freedom then? Freedom from the 
reign of ſin; for grace ſhall reign in every believer, 
over fin, to eternal life : but fin never ſhall reign in 
a 4 believer, over grace, to eternal death, for he juf 
man ſhall live by bis faith, We are freed from fin 
touching the hand writing, or debt book, that was 
open init us. The hand writing is blotted out; and 
Ages to his croſs; and fo are our tranſgreſſions blotted 
but as a cloud, and as a thick cloud our fins. Free 
from the deſtroying power of fin, and from the i im- 
putation of it. Sin ſhall not be our ruin, for Jeſſe 
is the man unto whom the Lord will not impute fin 
Freed from all obligations to eternal puniſhment on 
the account of ſin. The fins of 1rael ſhall be fought fir, 
but there ſhall be nome; andthe fins of Judah, but the 
g roy not be found a J will e them wobom I ft. 

ferve 
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eve. Chriſt ſhall orefent us to himſelf a goriow 


church, having neicher {pot nor wrinkle, 

I am redeemed from all evil; the price of my ran- 
ſom is paid; I am juſtified freely from all things. And 
who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that juſtifieth, who is he chat condemneth ? 
It is Chriſt that died to expiate my crimes; and is 
riſen again to ſee me juſtified, and to plead my cauſe 
and revenge my wrongs. I am in Chriſt, and there 
is no condemnation to them that are in him; I have 
the law of faith (by which I am to live) written on 
the tables of my heart, and that law of the Spirit of 
life in Chriſt hath made me free from the law of ſin, 
which is in my members ; and from the law of nm 
engraven on tables of ſtone. 

„Moreover, my body is the denne of the Holy 
Ghoſt; he has taken poſſeſſion of it, and dwells in it, 
and is the pledge and earneſt of the future inheritance, 
and has ſealed me up to the laſt day of redemp- 
tion; that is, the redemption of my body from the 
grave, which will be revealed in the laſt times, when 
Chriſt will be the plague of death, and the deſtruction 
of the grave; when the laſt enemy death ſhall be de- 
ſroyed, and he that only hath K e be all in 
all. This is Paul's language. 

Furthermore, God's promiſed grace is ſufficient for 
me. What I am as a faint, an apoſtle, or as fruitful, 
by the grace of Cod I am what I am, ſaith Paul. If 
my ſucceſs is great in converſion, in victory, gifts, 
fortitude, I am not the labourer, but the grace of God 
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that is with me: that which changed my heart at 18 
was the abundance of his grace upon me. 
If I ſtand faft, it is by faith; and 1 am a debtor to 
his grace both for my faith and my ſtanding. Should 
I fall, I ſhall not be utterly caſt down, for grace ſhall 
raiſe me again; ſhould I backſlide, he will heal my 
backſlidings, and grace ſhall reſtore me. His grace is 
ſufficient for me, : 
Thus am I free. If I look to the law, the hand 
_ writing is blotted out, and nailed to his croſs, If! 
look to the book of God's remembrance, the debt is 
cancelled, and God will remember my ſins no more. 
If I look to juſtice, that is ſatisfied, and God is juſt in 
forgiving me my fins, and in cleanſing me from all 
unrighteouſneſs ; nor is he unrighteous to forget my 
works of faith and labours of love; nor will his jui- 
tice forbid me the crown of righteouſneſs when I have 
finiſhed my warfare ; no, the righteous Judge will give 
it me in that day. If I look to Chriſt, I am com- 
plete in him; if I look to God the Father, it is he 
that juſtified me; and, if L look to my infirmities with- 


in, it is no more I that do it, but ſin that dwellech in 


me, for my foul hates evil. My will is ſanctified; J 
| would do good. My mind is renewed; with the mind 
myſelf ſerve the law of God. My affections are ſancti- 
fied; I delight in the law of God after the inward man, 
I will glory therefore in my infirmities, for they drive 
me from all confidence in the fielh, and make me 
cleave the cloſer to Chriſt, and rejoice in him; they 
keep me humble, watchful, and grateful, to my Sa- 
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viour for ſo great a ſalvation. I have renounced all 
that I was and all that I had, and have received 
| Chriſt as all in me and all to me. I am a dead man 

in his death and in the law; and, as ſuch, he took poſ- 
ſeſſion of me, and I live by him; yet not I, but Chriſt 
lives in -me, ſhines out of me, ſpeaks by me, and 
mightily works in me and through me, I fill up the 
meaſure of his ſuffering in my fleſh, and his ſtrength 
is made perfect in my weakneſs ; his wiſdom is diſ- 
played in my ignorance, his beauty in my deformity, 
and his matchleſs grace in my preſervation and ſal- 
vation, and in the ſalvation of all that believe on his 
name. For me lo live is Chrift (for he lives in me), 
and to die is gain, for Chriſt is the portion of my ſoul, 
and my all in all. He that is dead is freed from fin. © 
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THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE SINNER, THE MATTER 
AND THE MANNER OF IT. 


Santtiſy them through thy truth, thy word is truth, 
John xvi. 17. 


To ſanctify is to 8 . conſecrate, or 
ſet apart, any perſon or thing to a holy and ſpecial 
uſe; and thus God ſanctified the ſabbath day, the 
tabernacle, its furniture, and all the veſſels of the 
miniſtry. Gen. ii. 3. Exodus xl. 9, 10, 11, 
Theſe things were not only to be ſet apart by the 
appointment of God to be uſed in his ſervice, but 
they were to be ſprinkled with blood and anointed 
with oil. To ſanctify, in one ſenſe of the word, 
ſignifies to waſh, cleanſe, or purify: the prieſts were 
ſanctified by waſhing in water, and with the anointing 
dil, and by blood upon the right ear, the thumb 
of the right hand, and the great toe of the right 
| foot; the common people by waſhing their fleſh, 
clothes, &c. &c.; and others by the blood of bulls 
and goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the 
unclean, ſanctified to the purifying of the fleſh. 
Heb. ix. 13. But it is the ſubſtance of this ſhadow | 
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that I am at, which ſanctifies wholly body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit. | | 12855 7 12 2 80 
Santlify them through thy truth, thy word is truth. 


God irom everlaſting ; and in this purpoſe of grace 
Chriſt was made ſanctification and redemption to 
them from all eternity. From everlaſting I was ſet up. 
Prov. viii. 23. And in his undertaking for us be 
went forth from of old, yea from everlaſting. Micah v. 
2. In this ſenſe we are ſaid to be /an#ified by God the 
Father, preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus, and called. Jude i. 
God worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
will; and this is his will of purpoſe, which in time, 


promiſe, and in the fulneſs of time it became the good 


ing, who came to execute every branch of the Father's 
good will and pleaſure, and to bg manifeſted to us 
as our ſanctification, according to the ancient ſet- 
tlements, or councils of old. Then faid 1; Lo, I come 
to do thy will O God; by the which "will wwe are ſanc- 
tied. Heb. x. 7, 10. This hfanch of ſanctifica- 
tion, being in the purpoſe and good will of God, 
muſt undoubtedly ſignify &tting-apart and appoint- 
ing us: to it and, as it was ſettled: and done in the 
| purpoſe of God, it is ſpoken of in the paſt tenſe ; 
 fanftified by God the Father from everlaſting, preſerved 


and called in due time to the fellowſhip of the Lord 


H 4 we 


The elect of God were ſanctified in the purpoſe of 


when he began to ſpeak to men, became the will of 


vill of God in Chriſt Jeſus; that is, at Chriſt's appear- 


in Chriſt Feſus in time, from the womb to converfion; 


Jeſus; for, being choſen in Chriſt from eternity, 
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we are preſerved in him throughout our ſtate of 
nature, as his own remnant. Hearken into me, O 
houſe of Facob, and all the remnant of the houſe of 
Jrael, which are born by me from the, bel y, which are 
carried from the womb: and even to your old age I am 
be; and even to hoary hairs will I carry you: I have 
made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and wil, 
deliver you. Iſaiah xlvi. 3, 4. 

2. We are ſanctified by the blood of Chriſt, 
which has appeaſed the offended Majeſty of heaven; 
which blotted out our tranſgreſſions as a cloud from 

2 the book of God's remembrance; which ſatisfied 
Juſtice, removed the curſe, purged our conſcience, 
and procured our enlargement from the priſon, 
By the blood of the covenant I have ſent forth thy pri- 

 foners out of the pit wherem is no water. Wherefore 
Jeſus alſo, that he might ſancticy the people with his own 
Blood, ſuffered without the gate. Heb. xiii. 12. 
3. We are ſanctified by the Spirit of God, who 
reveals God's ſecret purpoſes of grace to us, and 
applies the great atonement to the conſcience ; and 
who, by his powerful operations, regenerates and 
renews us, which is called the waſhing of regeneraticn 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Under theſe ope- 
rations the ſoul is cleanſed, renewed, and the fa- 
culties of the ſoul are turned to God; the will 
ſubmits and chooſes the better part; the heart telents, 
and repents towards God, and becomes ſoft, broken, 
and contrite; the mind begins to be heavenly, and 
to mind heavenly things. Such have life and peace; 
the 
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the affections go after God, and are placed above, 
and the conſcience acts an honeſt and juſt part for 
God; that the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
accepted, being Janttified by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
xv. 16. 

Thus it may be ſeen that each perlbo in the 
Godhead has a hand in the ſanctification of God's 
people. We are ſandtiſed by God the Father in his 
- purpoſe; Chriſt ſanctified us by his own blood 
when he ſuffered without the gate; and we are 
made acceptable, being ſanctified by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 1 
Moreover, we may ſee that the word ſancliſication, 
both in the Old Teſtament and in the New, ſigni- 
fies ſomething more than /etting apart; in this 
| ſenſe we were ſanctified in the purpoſe of God. 
But we read of purging our fins, and of purging the 
conſcience, of purifying the heart, of /an#Fifymng and 
cleanſing the church, with the waſhing of water by the 
word, Eph. v. 26. Aud ef the wafhing of regene- 
ration, &c; and of cleanſing us from all our filthineſs, 
and from all our idols. Now this ſanctification reaches 
to body, ſoul, and ſpirit. The body is ſanctified by 
the in-dwelling of the Holy Ghoſt; the body is his 
temple, and he is the Lord that ſanctifies us. The 
ſoul is ſanctified as above deſcribed; and even the 
animal ſpirits are oſten high, and much elated in the 
ſervice of God, when the powerful operations of 
God are upon. the believer; much more ſo than a 


fainting 
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fainting wearied man is inebriated and made merry 
with the moſt generous wine. 
Furthermore, to cleave cloſe to Chriſt in love, 
and abide in him; to walk with God in filial fear, 
and with a good conſcience; to ſerve in newneſs of 
ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter; to follow 
peace With all them that call upon God our of a 
pure heart; to ſhun the works of darkneſs, and abide 
in the truth; and to perſevere in faith; is poſſeſſing the 
Voſſel in ſanfification and honour. 
- - San#tify them through thy truth, thy word is truth, 
This word of truth is not the old law, though that 
was true. No, nor yet the prophecies of the old 
| Teſtament, though they are the more ſure word of 
| prophecy, xd are all infallibly true, and cannot be 
broken. But then Chriſt is the truth of all the legal 
types, and he is the ſubſtance of all the prophecies; 
fer to him gave all the prophets witneſs, and of him 
they all propheſied. He is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, and the ſubſtance of all the prophecies, 
for life and ſalvation ; and therefore he magnified the 
one, and ſealed the other; he magnified the law, and 
made it honourable; and he fulfilled and fealed up all 
wiſion and prophecy. Daniel ix. 24. Moſes the 
lawgiver, and Elijah the prophet, both reſigned their 
offices to Jeſus on the mount. Matt. xvii. 3. 
And hence it is ſaid, the lato and-the prophets were | 
until John. Luke xvi. 16. Before Chriſt came, 


; | the i, both moral and ceremonial, were in full 
| | force; 


Fl. 
force; and the prophecies reſpecting Chriſt lay 
open, unaccompliſhed, and unfulfilled ; but, when 
Chriſt came, he aboliſhed the one, and fulfilled and 
ſcaled up the other: and now we muſt look for al! 
truth cleared, fulfilled, and fulfilling, in Chriſt ; for 
grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt : and, as he is the 
| ſubſtance of all the ceremonial ſhadows, the truth 
of all the jegal types, the true light of all viſion, and 
the ſubject and ſubje&t-matter of all predictions or 

Prophecies, he n himſelf She yk the truth, and 

the life, | | 
I! e truth therefore mentioned in my text, PLD” 
which we are ſanctified, is, without all doubt, the 
abſolute and unconditional promiſes of God, which 
are all yea and amen now in Chriſt Jeſus to the glory of 
God by us, to the glory of God's grace by the eter- 
nal ſalvation of us. I have ſhewed that we are 
ſanctified by the election of God, by the blood of 
Chriſt, by the Holy Ghoſt, and by the continual 
communications of grace; and, as we are to be 
ſanctified through the truth, (thy word is truth) we 
muſt look for ſome true word of promiſe, where 
this ſanctification is held forth and promiſed to 
us; and, let them be where they may, they are all now 
in Chriſt, 

And firſt, 7 have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away; 
mine eleft ſpall long enjoy the work of their hands. Here 
is his choice of us, in 1 which decree we were ſanc- 
tified, 155 : 

1 will cleanſe their Hood which I have not cleared. | 
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be upon every choſen veſſel. 


through me; and as thy choice of them is in me, 


the fulneſs of the Spirit that is upon me is to 


preach | pardon ; who are born again, and are mi- 
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So ſhall he ſprinkle many nations. From all their filthineſs 
will I cleanſe them; and by the blood of thy covenant I 
have ſent them out of the pit. Here are the promiſes 
of ſanctification by the blood of Chriſt. 

I will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh. I will pour 
out my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine 
offspring. Here is the promiſe of ſanctification by the 


This people have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall 
ſhew forth my praiſe; I will dire& their work in 
truth; I will give them one heart and one way; 
will keep them; I will water them, and put my 
fear in their heart, and they ſhall not depart from 
me. Here is the ſanctification and honour that ſhall 


Nou, Holy Father, as thou haſt promiſed hare to 
ſanctify them, and haſt made me ſanctification to 
them, and haſt promiſed that they ſhall be ſanctified 


and the blood I am going to ſhed is for them, and 


flow to them from me; and as all the fulneſs of 
grace is in me for them; then ſanCtify them accord- 
ing to thy true and faithful word of promiſe, for thy. 
word is truth. | 

Santtify them through thy truth, thy word is truth, 
Wherever thy word is -preached by thoſe who are 
choſen in me, and appointed to preach; who declare 
thy whole counſel; who are pardoned by me, and 
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niſters of the. ſpirit; who are partakers of grace 
and good ſtewards of it ; let the knowledge of thine 
election of them, the atonement that I have made 
for them, the ſpirit that thou haſt, promiſed to 
them, and the abundant grace given them in me, 
ever accompany the word of truth preached, and be 
communicared to all the appointed heirs of it, who 
receive the word with power, and 1n the love of it. 
| Sanfify them through thy truth, thy word is truth. - 
And every | believer that is called under the 
miniſtry of the word, or by the operation of the 
Spirit without the word preached, which is promiſed 
in the word, and comes according to it, is a living | 
witneſs of this truth. By theſe-means they make - 
their calling and election ſure; receive pardon and 
peace by faith in the blood of Chriſt, which faith 
moſtly comes by hearing; they receive the Spirit 
by the hearing of faith; and find the good work of 
grace begun and carried on under it, which is a 
full anſwer to this prayer, San#ify them through 10 
truth, thy word is truth. _ | 
And in this way the diſciples were ſanctifed 1 
the perſonal miniſtry of the dear Redeemer. Now 
ye are clean through the word which I have ſpoken unto. 
you: abide in me. John xv. 3, 4. What word was 
this? He told them of his Father's election of them. 

Rejoice, becauſe your names are written in heaven, _ 
He had told. them that he laid down his life. 
a ranſom for many, and that his blood was drink 


indeed. He promiſed to ſend them the Spirit, the 
promiſe 
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promiſe of the Father; and a meaſure of the Spirit 
was upon them, though they knew not what man- 
ner of ſpirit they were of. And virtue had gone 
out of him to them all; the grace of life was in them; 
and by faith they had paſſed from death unto life, 
and had everlaſting life. And thus God's promiſed 
ſanctification attended the word of the Saviour to 
all that heard the word and kept it; they were ſanc- 
tified through the truth, and clean through the 
word that the Lord had ſpoken unto them. This 
is the ſanctification of the Lord's people, and it is 
all of God. I am the Lord that ſanfify-you. The 
prophecies and promiſes of the Old Teſtament re- 
ſpecting Chriſt were two branches; the one was what 
he ſhould do and ſuffer ; the other branch was the 
glory that ſhould follow his ſufferings. The former 
were all fulfilled by him, and then all the other became 
yea and amen in him; and all the promiſed bleſſings, 
and all the glory that ſhould follow, are in him alſo. 
Hence he is made /en&zfication' to us in all its branch- 
es; he is the firſt above, and our election is in him; 
Hur ſanctification by blood is of him, who is the 
fountain opened for ſin ; our ſanctification by the 
Spirit is the ſame, for the Spirit with all his fulneſs 
is in him; he ſends the promiſe of the Father upon us, 
and all the communications of grace to us are out 
of his fulneſs; our ſanctification is complete in him, 
and we are ſanctified by a believing cordial reception 
of him into our hearts; and our life of ſanctification 
: * 3 in 
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in this world ſtands in our walking in him, cleaving 
to him, and holding communion and fellowſhip 
with him; for he is made of God unto us wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanttification, aud redemption. 


NB = Ks. 


X. Tux 


THY WOMB OF THE MORNING, AND THE CHILDREN 
OF LIGHT. 


In the beauties of holineſs, from the womb of the morn- 
ing; thou'haſt the dew of thy youth. Pſalm cx. 3. 


This pfalm begins with the glorification, exalta- 

tion, and ceſſion, of Chriſt (after his reſurrection) at 
the right hand of God the Father. The Lord ſaid unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, &c. | 

As the ſecond Adam, and everlaſting Father of 
the elect family, he is appointed heir of all things, 
and all things are put under his feet, and he is head 
over all things to the church. The Jews in particu- 
lar, who put him to death, and rejected his reign, are 
ſtyled his enemies, and therefore he caſts out his ſho? 
over them; they are ſubdued by his wrath ;' they refuſ- 
ed the boſom of his love, and therefore he ſays, I will 
trample them in my fury, and their blood foall be ſprinkled 
upon my garments, and I will ſtain all my raiment, for 
the day of vengeance is in my heart, and the year of my 
redeemed is come. This is ſpoken in alluſion to war- 
riors, who often appear in garments rolled in blood; 
who, when they have ſubdued a rebellious people, re- 
duce them to the moſt ſervile drudgery ; which is 
9 7 | called 
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called making Hts enemies bis foot/too!; upon the con- 
queſt of whom, as upon a footſtool, he raiſes himſelf 
in fame and glory the higher (as Chriſt's fame was 
by the deſtruction of Pharaoh in the Red ſea). This 
was done likewiſe at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 

by leaving that people without a ſceptre, with- 
out a ruler, and a ſynagogue of Satan, even to this 
day. 

The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of ity Arength © out 1 of 
Zion; rule thou in the midſt of thine enemies. Verſe 2. 
Rod ſignifies a ſceptre, and this ſceptre is his power. 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he 
might give eternal life to as many as thou haſt given 
him. This derived power reſpects Chriſt as man, 
and as mediator, not as God; for as God he is the 
firſt and the laſt, the Almighty, Rev. 1.8; and no 
power can be added to omnipotence. Beſides, as 
God all things are his own by creation, and by 
right of nature. For by him were all things, created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and 
moifible ; whether thrones, or dominions, or principa- 
lities, or powers : all things were created by him, and 
| for him, and be is before all things, and by him all 
ings conſiſt, and he is the head of the body, the church. 
Col. i. 16, 17. If all things were created by him 
and for him, then all things are his owh by right 
of nature. This power, therefore, called the rod of 
his ſtrength, is a derived power given to him as man 
and mediator. And this rod, ſceptre, or power, is 
„ over 


(14 „ 
over all and all things; and is diſphyed firſt by his 


goſpel, which is the power of God to ſalvation or 
damnation; called therefore a ſavour of life unto life 


"as ſome, and of death unto death to others; which 


is termed ſmiting the earth with the rod. of his 
mouth, and ſlaying the wicked with the breath of his 
lips: thus his ſceptre reaches even to the ſouls of men, 
Moreover, his rod is ſeen in executing vengeance on 
the enemies of his people, and in their deſtruction 


by various ways, eſpecially by war. In righteouſne 96 be 


doth judge, and make war. 


Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy gore; 
verſe 3. Thy people are the ele& of God the Fa- 


ther, given to Chriſt as man and mediator ; thine they 


were, and thou gaveſt them me. This people are a re- 


bellious ſet, reluctant to all that is good, contrary to 
Chriſt, and enemies to God; but Jeſus hath received 
gifts for the rebellious, that the Lord P ** duell 
among them. 

This power is put forth to wks them willing to 
come over to his ſtandard, to ſubmit to his yoke, and 
bow to his ſceptre; which is done in the day of his 
power. There is a time for every purpoſe, a ſer time 
to favour Zion, and a day of power to every choſen 

veſſel, when the power of the Lord is preſent to 
© heal. Every choſen veſſel hath his day, his appointed 
time. When the ſinner is cut up and ſubdued, it is a 
day of power to him; when Chriſt is revealed, it is 
one of the days of the Son of man; and, when taken 


into the boſom of his love, 1 it is the day of his eſpou- | 
| fals, 
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ſals. In the beauties of holing oſs, from the ani of the 
nharning, thou haſt the dew of thy youth. I will treat, 
1. Of the beauties of bolineſs. | 
2. Of the morning. 
3. Of the womb of the morning, 
4. Of the youth. And 
2 Of the dew of the youth. 

I. Of the beauties of holineſs. There are many 
things which the ſcriptures call beauty, or beautiful; 
| ſuch as a beautiful crown, beautiful rod, beautiful for 
ſituation, and beautiful face or countenance ; and all 
theſe are of God: but the beauty in my text is di- 
vine beauty; it is all reflected or derived from God, 
and there are 'various branches of this beauty ; and 
hence they are mentioned in the plural, and by way of 
diſtinction are called the beauties of holineſs. All 
divine and human beauty put together is now to be 
| ſeen in Chriſt Jeſus; he is the faireſt among ten thou- 

and, and the altogether lovely. If we conſider him 
in his divine nature, he is God over all, and the 
Creator of all, and the Author and giver of every 
natural beauty that is to be found in this world or 
| the next; he hath made every thing beautiful in bis 
time. In him dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily ; he poſſeſſes in himſelf, in the higheſt ſenſe, 
every attribute and perfection of divinity; he is the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of - 
his perſon ; viſible and inviſible things, thrones and 
dominions, are the work of his hands, and he fills 


heaven itſelf with his fulneſs, and all that are in it. 


12 The 


1 
The light of his countenance makes eternal day in 
heaven; his life is an endleſs fountain there, and his 
love a river of everlaſting pleaſure. Now, if he is 
the /un of that world to come, who ſhines in it, 
adorns, beautifies, and glorifies, all that boundleſs 
expanſe, and all the celeſtial inhabitants of it; and 
if an angel's appearance is ſo bright and glorious 
that Daniel turns into corruption, and faints at the 
ſight; and if Moſes and Stephen ſhining in his luſtre 
was ſuch a terror to men, all of which are nothing 
but rays reflected from him, what muſt he himſelf 
be who maketh his angels Spirits, and his miniſters a 
flaming fire ! | 
If we conſider him in his Wa nature; in which 
he is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, ſeparated from ſin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens, and in 
which he is crowned with glory and honour; we 
muſt conclude, with the royal Pſalmiſt, Thou art 
fairer than the children of men, grace is poured into thy 
lips, therefore God hath Bleſſed thee for ever. His 
humanity, both in ſoul and body, was pure and ſpot- 
leſs; all the fulneſs of the Spirit was upon him, and 
all the fulneſs of grace, and treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, were in him; and every perfection of 
his Godhead dwells in, and ſhines through, the 
gracious, the anointed, and the nnn man- 
hood. e 
Adam in innocency, Aaron in his . gar- 
ments, and Solomon in all his glory, (put them all 


a were only ſhadows or figures of him 
$2 who 
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who is the ſecond lo the High Prieſt of our Prop 
feſſion, and the Prince of Peace. Adam's innocency 
was ſoon loſt, Aaron's garments and prieſthood are 
now no more, and Solomon's glory faded like the 
flower of the field; but the glory and beauty of 
Jeſus can never fade. But it may be objected, that 
many who ſaw him in the days of his fleſh bear quite 
a different teſtimony ; namely, that He hath no form 
nor comelineſs 3 and, when we ſhall ſee him, there is no 
beauty that we ſhould defire him. Iſaiah lin. 2. But 
the hearts of theſe men were ſhut up in prejudice and 
unbelief, and the god of this world had blinded their 
eyes; and men that are blind can be no better 
judges of beauty than they are of colours: theſe 
people are called the children of night, and of dark- 
neſs, The children of light, and of the day, faw him 
in his own rays; they beheld his glory, and /aw him 
as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. And I know that he is to be ſeen now, and 
his beauty too, even in this world. They had a 
glorious glimpſe of him under the former diſpenſa- 
tion. One thing have I deſired of the Lord, that will I 
| ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all © 
' the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to inquire in bis temple. Pſalm xxvii. 4. But bis 
beauty is more conſpicuous under the preſent diſpenſation. 
He that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly, that 
defpiſeth the gain of oppreſſion, that ſhaketh his hands 
from bolding of bribes, that floppeth his ears from hearing 


of blood, og foutteth his eyes from ſeeing of evil; be ſpall 
EG et dwell 
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dwell on high, his place of defence ſhall be the munition 


TE of rocks, bread ſhall be given him, his water ſhall be 


ſure. Thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty, they 
ſhall behold the land that is very far off, Iſaiah xxxiii, 
15, 16, 17. Here we have a promiſed view of him, 
in all his beauty and majeſty, as King of Zion; 
who reſcues us from all our ſpiritual enemies, who 
conquers us by his kindnefs, and holds us as delight- 
ful captives, by raviſhing our hearts with a view of 
his glory and majeſty. 
Aſk the young believer, who is juſt verged out of 
darkneſs, who has eſcaped the corruptions of the 
world, the bondage of fin, the wrath of God, the 
fears of death, and the dread of endleſs miſery ; and 
he will tell you that he can ſet his ſeal to the truth 
of the following promiſe. In that day ſhall the branch 
of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of 
the earth ſhall be excellent and comely for them that are 
eſcaped of Iſrael. Iſaiah iv. 2. The faith of a be- 
liever views him in his own light, in his ancient un- 
dertakings, in his glorious viſits paid to the ſaints of 
old, in his ſuffering circumſtances, triumphant aſcen- 
tion, and glorious exaltation, with all his brilliant 
trains of glorious grace, with which he has gone 
forth, and with which he has paid his courtly and love 
viſits to poor ſinners, ever ſince his coronation in 
heaven. To them his royal ſceptre is beauty, and 
his paſtoral crook is bands. Zec. ii. 7. The fineſt 
and moſt beautiful ornament that can adorn a young 
prince is a diadem, and the nobleſt cap of ſtate that 
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can deck the brow of a ſovereign is a crown ; and 
Chriſt, as God and man, is both theſe to the choſen 
of Iſrael. When he ſhines into their hearts, and diſ- 


covers himſelf to them, then it is day with their 


poor ſouls, and they ſee the truth of what follows. 

In that day ſhall the. Lord of Hoſts be for a crown of 

glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the reſidue of his 

people. Haiah xxviii. 5. Chriſt crucified dwelling in 
the heart by faith is the believer's diadem of grace in 
this world ; this proclaims the believer heir apparent 

to a future kingdom. And Chriſt exalted and glo- 

rified will be his crown of glory in the world to 

come, which ſecures his endleſs reign in heaven. 

The ſaints of the moſt high ſhall take the kingdom, and 
poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 

Thus we have ſeen a little glimpſe of the beauty of 

| his ſweet face; but this is not all, for it muſt be felt 
as well as ſeen, for his beauty is reflected upon his 
people, the luſtre of it ſhines into them, and ſpreads 

its glorious and ornamenting luſtre over them. O 

ſatisfy us early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and 
be glad all our days. Make us glad according to the 

days wherein thou haſt affiited us, and the years where- 

in we have ſeen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy 

ſervants, and thy glory unto their children. And let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. Pſalm xc. 15, 
16, 17. Here is mercy, rejoicing, and gladneſs. 
Here is God's regenerating and renewing work 
prayed for, that it might appear upon his ſervants; 
, 14 and 
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and his glorious light and truth, yea the Spirit of 
God and of glory is fought after in this prayer, that 


itt might appear to the children of his ſervants with 


every heavenly endowment of the mind; every or- 
namental grace and needful gift. Let the _ oy the 
Lord our God be upon us. 

This beauty is not the varniſh of a 8 4 
artificial beauty, which conſiſts in being arrayed i in 1 
purple and ſcarlet colour, and decked with gold, au 
precious ſtones, and pearls, Rev. xvii, 4. This 
gaudy ſhew is the attire and only beauty of the 
whore of Babylon, all which is * nne the 
church of God. 1 Peter iii. 3. 

Now for the various parts of this fins of the 
Lord, which is upon his church. It conſiſts in an 
illuminated underſtanding, and in a well informed 
judgment, where the Holy Spirit is a ſpirit of judg- 
ment to them that ſit in e 9 6 Judgment wa Was 
a robe and a diadem, ſays Job. 

In a cheerful heavenly countenance, a. true in- 
dex of pardon and peace in the conſcience, and of a 
lively hope in the heart. Sweet is 1 voice; and. 2 
countenance is comely. | 

In a humble, meek and wo OY which i is not 
oiriuptible. "The ornament of a meek and you apt 11 
be fight of Ged is of great price. 

In having the feet ſnod with the ola of 
hs goſpel of peace; walking with God, who ordain- 
85 1 for us; 1 in Chriſt, who is our peace; 

and 
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and in keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. How beautiful are thy fees with ſpoes, O Prin- 
ceſs daughter. Cant. vii. 1. 8 

It ſtands in the glorious robe of imputed righ- 
teouſneſs, which is the wedding garment, and the 
covering that is of God's Spirit, and in being cloth- | 
ed with humility, which acquits us from the legal 
yoke of ſervile fear, and from the yoke of our own 
tranſgreſſions, Awake, awake, put on thy ſtrength, O 
Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O Jeruſalem the 
boly city! Loofe thyſelf from the bands y thy neck, 0 
captive daughter of Zion. Ifaiah lu. 1, 

It conſiſts in the application of fie ſalvation to 
the ſoul, by which the poor ſinner is ſaved from 
guilt and filth, death and wrath, and in which he 
ſtands proof againſt all the attacks of fin, Satan, and 
ſinners, though they are always at him. For the 
Lord taketh pleaſure in his people : he will beautify the 
 meckwith ſalvation. Pſalm. exlix. 4. 

Another part of the ſpouſe's beauty lies in her 
eye, and in her necklace. The eye is the eye of 
faith, which is always looking to Jeſus; the necklace 
is the doctrines of Chriſt, which is the myſtery of 

faith in a pure conſcience; by which conſiſtent and 
harmonious chain of truth, and new covenant pro- 
miſes, we abide by the Head; the bond of which 
covenant unites Chriſt and his members together, as 
the neck does the human body; the word of truth, 
and the eye of faith, are the church's eye and neck- 


| lace. Thou bof raviſted my heart, my fifter, my ſpauſe; 
thou 
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thou haſt raviſhed my beart with one of thine eyes, with 
one chain of thy neck. Song 1v. 9. 

O how the Lord applauds this; be thou Giri | 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life; and, 
touching the truth of doctrine, hold that faſt which 
thou haſt, that no man take thy crown. Becauſe 
thou haſt kept the word of my patience, I alſo will 
keep thee from the hour of temptation. Open the 
gates, that the righteous nation which n oe truth 
may enter in. | 
| All the ſacred myſteries of the ancient tabernacle 

and temple; the myſtery of the ark, mercy ſeat, 
golden · table, ſhew bread, golden pot, manna, 
- Aaron's rod, candleſtick, holy fire, incenſe, cheru- 
bims, brazen ſea, and even the s$HEKINAH itſelf, 
with the cloud by day and the fire by night 1n the 
wilderneſs; are now to be found in Chriſt, and in 
his church. Chriſt is our ark where the law is hid, 
our mercy ſeat where we come; the golden table 
is a goſpel miniſter's believing heart, containing, 
living on, and holding forth, Chriſt as the bread of 
life ; the golden pot, a veſſel of mercy; the manna, 
the comforts of the Spirit; Aaron's rod is the church 
of Chriſt in his hand ; the candleſtick, the church 
holding forth the true light; the holy fire, the word 
and Spirit; incenſe, ſpiritual prayer; the brazen ſea, 
regeneration ; the sHEKINAn, the glory of the Lord 


riſen upon us; our everlaſting light, our God and 


. our glory; the cloud by day, the favour of the King 


of en the fire * night, the eternal love of 
7 God 
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God, which never waxes cold to us, though ours does 
to him. All thoſe things were the beauty of the 
ancient tabernacle and temple. Honour and majeſty 
are before him, ſtrength and beauty are in his ſauctuary. 
Palm xcvi. 6. The temple was built of the cedars 
of Lebanon, on which account it is called by the 
name of Lebanon. Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the 
fire may devour thy cedars. Zech. xi. 1. A dreadful 
prophecy this to the Jews! The doors of the temple 
did open of their own accord, as Joſephus relates; 
and ſoon after the Romans ſet fire to all the cedars; 
but the ſpiritual glory and beauty of it was gane 
ſome time before, and was all tranſlated to the gol- ' 
pel church, agreeable to ancient prophecy. There- - 
fore thy gates ſhall be open continually, they ſhall not be 
ſhut day nor night, that men may bring unto thee the 
forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. 
The glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir tree, 
the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place 
- of my ſanfluary; and I will make the place of my feet 
glorious. Iſaiah Ix. 11, 13. Thus we ſee that all 
the myſteries, glory, beauty, ſtrength, and honour, of 
the ancient tabernacle and temple are now to be 
found in-goſpel Zion. Not only the carved work 
of the cedars, but that of the fir, pine, and box tree; 
which evergreen verdure ſets forth the life of the 
ſaints, and their verdant profeſſion, as well as the 
_ Carved work; all of which ſhall never be deſtroyed 
or broken down with axes and hammers. Here is 
beauty for aſhes, and the oil of joy for mourning, and 
a £3 the 
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the garments of bes iſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs.' O how 
great is his goodneſs, and how great is bis beauty! Corn 
ſhall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the 
maids. Zech. ix. 17. 
Let this beauty of 1 ſrael, this altogether lovely 
one, be viewed and conſidered as the Spirit of God 
by the ancient ſaints has ſet him forth, and then 
conſider and view him as ſhining with all his glory 
and majeſty into his beloved ſpouſe, and it is no 
wonder that he praiſes her as he does. Thou art 
beautiful, O my love, as Tirzab; yea, beauty itſelf 
both perfect, and eternal. Out of Zion, the perſectin 
of beauty, God hath ſhined. I have almoſt loft myſelf 
in theſe beauties * n I muſt TR them, and 
go to 
The morning. The morning dne; nnn 
the ſpiritual reſurrection of a poor ſoul after many 
months groping and ſtumbling upon the dark moun- 
tains of Horeb and Sinai, amidſt the blackneſs and 
darkneſs, till we look like à bottle in the fmoak. Plalm 
exix. 83. But all our toil to find a way to God and 
to heaven there has been labouring for the wind; 
a deliverance from this is a bleſſed morning indeed, 
and that my foul knows right well. No wonder 
then that the poor ſelf-loft foul is bid 70 look to him 
that maketh the ſeven flars an Orion, and ne the 
ſhadow of death into the morning, = 
Morning ſometimes ſignifies a ene of the 
ſoul to love, peace, and joy, after a long and fad 
night of ſpiritual deſertion. His anger endureth but a 


moment, 3 
# 
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moment, in his favour is life: weeping may endure for 4 
nights but joy cometh in the morning. Moreover, 


morning ſignifies the beginning of endleſs light and 


glory with us in heaven, of which the light that 
ſhines unto us at Chriſt's riſing and ſhining into our 
ſouls is the glorious dawn, He that overcometh, I 
will give him the morning ſtar. Which light of life, joy, 
and comfort, is a pledge and earneſt of everlaſting day 
in heaven. Like ſheep they are laid in the grave, death 
| ſhall feed on them, and the upright ſhall bave dominion. 
over them in the morning; that is, when Chriſt ſhall. 
be revealed from heaven to raiſe the dead, at which 
time the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the jun in the 
kingdom of their Father for ever and ever; the wicked. 
dead will not riſe till à thouſand years after the 
juſt. Pre, e | 
The beginning of the creation of the world is 
called the morning. Where wwaſt thou when I laid the 
faundations of the earth, when the morning ftars ſang 
together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy? Job 
XXXVIIi. 4, 7, But, literally, the morning ſignifies the 
early part of the day, when the riſing ſun brings the 
day on; to which the church of God is compared. bo. 
i ſhe that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 
dear as the ſun, and terrible as an ariny with banners? 
Song vi. 10. This fourfold appearance of the church 
may ſignify the different figures that ſhe has made in 
dhe different ages of the world. With the womb of the 
morning Chriſt revealed the beauties of haline/s. Adam 
and Eve were types of Chriſt and his ſpouſe; the tree 
$ - | = 
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of life, another repreſentation of the Saviour; the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, a figure of our 
fallen ſtate, when nothing but a bare knowledge of 
what was good was left, and hardly that, and nothing 
but evil done by us, and felt in us; the garden of 
Eden was a figure of the church, as God's huſbandry 
and walk of pleaſure; and ſhe bears the name of 
Eden to this day; every plant there, being planted of 
God, repreſented the trees of righteouſneſs, which 
are all planted by the ſame hand, and he plucks up 
all others, After the fall, the beauties of holineſs 
appeared in the tree of life; in the ſword that kept 
the way to it; in the cherubims; in the ſacrifices 
offered; in the Lord's appearance as judge and ſa- 
viour to our firſt parents; in the clothes he covered 
them with; in the promiſed ſeed held forth; in the 
bruiſing of Satan's head; in the ſuffering of the heel; 
in ſalvation from Satan's power by it, and the enmity 
that would by the grace of God be put between the 
children of God and thoſe of the devil, which ſaon 
began when Abel obtained grace and Cain truſted in 
dead works. In all theſe things the beauties of holineſs 
appeared even from the womb of the morning. And 
the church, from this time to the giving of the law, 
is ſaid 10 look forth as the morning. The whole re- 
ligion and devotion of the ſaints was pure, ſimple, 
and ſpiritual; the doctrines and commandments of 
men, human traditions, grievouſneſs which they 
_ preſcribe, the vain pen of the ſcribe, ſuperſtition, 
and will worſhip, ceremonies, and a form of godli- 
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neſs, had not obtained then as they have now. It is 
true that now and then one of theſe crept in among 
chem; but, not having the canon of ſcriptures 
to pervert, as now, they went into the moſt glaring 
preſumption, and were ſoon diſcovered; ſo that they 
were preſently purged out, as Cain, who was excom- 
municated by God himſelf. The ſors of God (in 
name) who married the daughters of Cain, and be- 
came renowned for wickedneſs, were condemned by 
an overflow of water; and the ſele& few which were 
preſerved in the ark, among whom Ham eſcaped 
and Canaan, and abode for one year, and then were 
curſed, and condemned to a double ſervitude. Next 
Abraham and his choſen ſpouſe appeared, and many 
circumciſed ones with him; till Hagar would be the 
miſtreſs, the princeſs, and the mother of us all, and 
her illegitimate ſon the heir of promiſe; when the- 
true heir at law, and the miſtreſs of the tent, became 
the ſport and ridicule of thefe from the tabernacles of 
Ham. All this mocking at Sarah and Iſaac was 
laughing and ſporting at God, for which infolence 
and preſumption both are baniſhed at the command 
of the moſt High. Next Eſau ſtruggles from the 
womb, runs, ſports, cooks, and cnes for the bleſ- 
ling; and is determined to keep his ground and foot- 
hold, at the expenſe of his brother's blood; till 
Jacob flies from the church to fave his life, and the. 
God of his life goes with him, and by his inſtru- 
mentality brings two more into the houſhold of faith, 
namely, Rachael and Leah, if not one of the hand- 
5 maids, 
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maids, which two did build the houſe of Iſtael; by 
the handmaid I do not mean Bilhah, who committed 
| Inceſt with Reuben. I might have mentioned Mel. 
chiſedec, Tamar, &c. but I forbear. Thus the church 
of God, from the morning of creation, /ooked forth 
as the morning, in her firſt dawnings of grace and 
glory, and worſhipped God in the beauties of holineſs, 
And the church in the days of goſpel light is a pat- 
tern and copy of that, when God, as then, is worſhip- 
ped in ſpirit and in truth.—Hence Chriſt is the per- 
ſon of whom Adam was a figure—Chriſt's prieſthood 
is taken not from Aaron's order, but from the order 
of Melchiſedec, after which order he is conſecrated 
for evermore.—In Abraham's loins, Levi pays 
tithes; and the father of the faithful, who had the 
promiſes, is bleſſed by Melchiſedec, who is the great- 
er both in dignity and office; the one being a king 
of righteouſneſs, the other a prince; the former a 
prieſt of the moſt high God, the other a prophet, 
The one received tithes, the other paid them; the 
former bleſſed in God's name, the other received it 
in faith. Hence it is that we are commanded to 
look unto Abraham our father, and not unto Moſes; 
and to Sarah that bare us, and not to the Jewiſh 
ſynagogue in her moonlight ſtate; but to Abraham 
and Sarah, becauſe their religion is a copy of ours, 
and not that under the law ; and becauſe our call, 
faith, juſtification, bleſſing, promiſes, and devotions, 
are like theirs; I mean in the beauties of holineſs; and 


not ſcented nor tainted with will worſhip, or 2 
| ſpecious 
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ſpecious form of godlineſs as theirs was. But 
the moſt. remarkable thing of all is, that God, 
as a God in covenant, takes his eternal name and 
memorial from the church in this her morning ſtate, 
Jam the God of Abraham, the God of Jaac, and the 
Cd of Jacob; this is my name for ever, and my memo- 
rial to all generations. And the very bleſſing, and 
bleſſed ſeed, that was promiſed to Abraham, 1s the 
fame which is now come upon the uncircumciſion 
through faith, which reaches to all generations to 
the world's end; promiſed to Abraham, and to his 
myſtic ſeed for evermore. The next appearance of 


the church is, 8 2 
Wat ſhe is as fair as the moon, w which has much 


| borrowed light, but no heat; many ſpots, but not 
much tranſparent brightneſs; never in one ſtay, 
| always waxing and waning; to which the church 
s compared from the times of giving the law to the 
coming of the Son of God (under all their new 
moon obſervations of feaſting and faſting); at which 
time the true light of the Sun of righteouſneſs (not 
of the borrowed light of the moon) appeared, when 
life and immortality was brought to light; hen the 
day broke, and the ſhadows fled away. The national 
church of the Jews, which were God's people by 
national adoption (as God ſays to Pharaoh, rael is 
my ſon, my firſt born, &c.), had, like the moon, little 
or no heat, full of ſpots; their light was borrowed 
from the letter, not from God ſhining 3 into the heart; 
- - they 
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they had a form of knowledge out of the law, not 
the knowledge of him by perfect love caſting out all 
fear; they were always in the wax or wane. But God 
had a peculiar treaſure in this ſand; a remnant in 
this roll of national genealogy; a ion berries on the 
top of the utmoſt boughs of this olive tree; a few 
good figs in this garden; a gleaning after the harveſt 
was done; a few cluſters, with a bleſſing in them, 
upon this degenerate and ſtrange vine, that bears 
ſo many wild grapes; a holy ſeed in this deciduous 
oak; an ox and an aſs (I mean the apoſtles) to 
ſend forth from Jeruſalem, when that city was low, 
in a low place; which the Saviour calls the light of 

the world, and the ſalt of the earth. 
The next appearance of the church 1s clear as te 
fun. She began to put on this appearance as ſoon as 
the day ſpring from on high viſited her, when thoſe that 
fat in darkneſs ſaw a great light, and ' thoſe who ſat 
in the ſhadow of death, upon them the light ſhined. The 
church in this glorious ſtate. was enlightened with 
knowledge, experience, purity, doctrine, diſcipline, 
and worſhip; and ſhe has fo continued, more or leſs 
ever ſince: and the church in that glorious time 
was expreſsly called a woman clothed with the ſun, 
with the moon (the ſhadowy appearance of the 
former church ſtate under the law) under her feet 
with a crown of twelve ſtars upon her head; that is 
with the crown of loving kindneſs, knowledge, ſpi- 
ritual virtue, and glory; which twelve ſtars are thoſ 
ſhining 
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ſpining lights (I mean the twelve apoſtles) by whom 
Chriſt diffuſed and ſpread the light of life in the 
Gentile world. 

The next appearance of He church is terrible as 
an army with banners; which appearance is altogether 
military, in which the national church of the Jews 
often appeared; but the remnant, according to the 
election of grace, among them never cut ſo formi- 
dable a figure, for they were ſo hid in Elijah's days 
as not to be known, and therefore called hidden ones, 
a ſolitary family, ſparrows upon the houſe-top, owls 
of the deſert, pelicans of the wilderneſs, a very ſmall 
remnant, faint and feeble ; without this ſmall rem- 
nant the Jewiſh church had been as Sodom or Go- 
norrab. This formidable and military appearance 
of the church never hath taken place in the world 
as yet, though it was prefigured in the times of Con- 
ſtantine ; therefore it is a prediction of a ſingular ap- 
pearance yet to come, which will commence when 
the witneſſes, who have long propheſied in ſackcloth, 
will throw it off, and riſe upon their feet'as a cloud 
of witneſſes for Chriſt ; when the kings of the earth 
will be converted, and come to the brightneſs of 
Zion's rifing, and have their hearts turned to hate 
the whore, eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire; 
when the vials of wrath will be poured forth upon 
antichriſt, and the whore of Babylon, by, an army of 
ſaints upon white horſes, and the King of Kings 
and Lord of lords at the head of them; when 
eternal majeſty will appear on his robes and victory 
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on his ſword; and it will be manifeſt, to all who can 
read cither providence or grace, juſtice or mercy, 
that he has a name written on bis veſture, and on his 
thigh, King of kings and Lord of lords. For this 
will be taught them by his omnipotent power and 
juſt judgment. Now will the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, even 
Chriſt; who will deſtroy antichriſt in the eaſt, and 
in the weſt, both ſoul and body, branch and root; 
the one by the miniſtry of his word, the other by the 
force of his ſword. When the greateſt kingdom 
under the whole heavens ſhall be given to the ſaints 
of the Moſt High; greater than the Babylonian, the 
Median, and Perſian, the Grecian, or the Roman ; 
for this ſhall extend from ſea to ſea, and from the river 
' Euphrates to the ends of the earth; when all that dwell | 
in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him, and his enemies 
hall lick the duſt. Now ſhall all rule and all au- 
thority of the wicked be put down, and thoſe kings 
only ſhall reign who come to the light of Zion, and 
to the brightneſs of her riſing; who ſhall be nurſing 
fathers, and their queens nurſing mothers, to the 
church; yea, all kings ſhall bring their glory and 
honour into Zion. O what a time muſt this be, when 
none but ſaints are on the throne, none but ſaints 
in the council; when the officers fhall be peace, and 
the exactors righteouſneſs ; when Chriſt ſhall break in 

pieces the oppreſſor ; when violence ſhall no more be heard 

in ber, neither waſting nor deſtruttion within her 
| borders; ; When ſhe Hall call her waſs , and her 
| gates 
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gates praiſe! Now ſhall the kingdoms of this _—_ 
become the kingdoms of Chriſt, and none but his 
ſaints ſhall fill the thrones; for the mation and 
kingdom that will not ſerve him ſhall periſh, yea thoſe 
kingdoms ſball be utterly waſted; yea, the kings ſhall 
bring their gold and their ſilver, their glory and their 


B honour, into Zion; and all their gain ſhall be con- 


ſecrated to the Lord of the whole earth, for the 
God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. O could 
my hand keep pace with my heart! could my pen 
run like my thoughts! O could I deſcribe what T 
ſee, and expreſs what I feel! But, alas! I can think 
what I cannot write; I can ſee what I cannot ex- 
preſs; and triumph in the future proſperity of our 
family, although I ſee one of the moſt dreadful 
nights before us that ever beclouded the horizon of 
mount Zion fince the dawn of immortal light caſt 
the firſt radiance upon her. Having ſhewn that the 
church is called or compared to the morning, and 
deſcribed her morning ſtate, her moonlight ſtate 
under the law, her ſunſhine ſtate under the goſpel, 
and her formidable appearance and triumphant ſtate 
yet to come, I ſhall nn, to offer a few thoughts 
upon 
The womb of the church, which is compared | = 
my text to the womb of the morning. The womb of 
the morning is. the darkneſs that covers the hemiſ- 
phere; which covers, conceals, and hides, the day 
from our eyes, as the womb of a woman conceals an 
infant. When the beams of the /un, which brings 
K «I s | day, 
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day, and which is the light that rules the day, ſhoot 
forth, this vail of darkneſs opens and gives way, 
and day breaks forth with the beams of the ſun, 
which is called day-break, and day-/pring. But what 
is the church's womb? Some fay it is the church 
herſelf, where ſaints are converted and born again with 
the incorruptible ſeed, the word of God ; but ſome 
are born out of the church, as I was; and ſome out of 
due time, as Paul was. The womb is not the church, 
It may be ſaid, perhaps, that the womb of Zion is 
the Mediator, becauſe he is called Shiloh, which 
ſignifies the _/ecundine, in which the infant is wrap- 
| ped, and becauſe we were choſen in Chriſt, hid in 
him, and God gave us life in him before the world 
was made, which is true; but then Chriſt is called 
the huſband of the church, and the everlaſting father 
ah in « embryo, 1 in non- 
exiſtence, from everlaſting. Nor is the purpoſe of 
God in election, or his decree of predeſtination to 
adoption, the church's womb ; for this is called the 
Lord's ſecret, and ſecret things belong 10 God; but, 
when revealed to the elect in effectual calling, then 
the ſecret of the Lord is with the righteous. 
_  Haac is the pattern of us all. Now, as Iſaac was, 
ſo are we; and where did he lie? Why in Sarah's 
womb. True: but he lay in the womb of the morning 
before he lay there; and that is in the promiſe of 
God. Sarab ſhall have 4 ſo; Abraham ſhall have 
ſeed. And I believe Iſaac lay in the promiſe forty 
n before his conception; Iſhmael is born after 
the 
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the fleſh, but Jaac is by premiſe. You read of chil- 
dren of the womb, and the ſon of her womb; Bt ve, 
-”” Iſaac was, are children of the promiſe, Zion's 
offspring are ſpiritual: and what can cauſe her to 
labour and travail, in expectation of a family, if no 
ſpiritual family is promiſed to her? Thou ſhalt break 
forth on the right hand, and on the left, and thy ſeed 
ſhall inherit the Gentiles; a little one ſhall become a 
thouſand, and a ſmall one a ftrong nation; I the Lord 
will haſten it in his time. Here they lay. And ſhall 
I make ſuch promiſes to Zion, and not perform 
them? Shall ſhe labour in hope and expectation, and 
bring forth nothing but wind? Shall no deliverance be 
wrought in the earth? Shall 1 cauſe to travail, and not 
cauſe to bring forth? Shall I raiſe thy hopes and ex- 
pectations, and ſhalt thou be diſappointed of thy hope, 
and have all thy expectations cut off? Shall I bring 
to the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth ? Shall I make 
ſuch promiſes to thee, and not fulfil them? Shall 7 
| cauſe to bring forth, and ſhut the womb? ſaith thy 
God. Shall the children ſtruggle, being quickened, 
and then die in the place of the breaking forth of 
children? No; I, that give them life to labour, will 
give them love to caſt out fear. Before ſbe travailed 
ſhe brought forth; before the apoſtles began to form 
churches, and they to labour in hope of increaſe, 
numbers .of children appeared in the world; before 
ber pains came ſhe was delivered of a man child, of a 
ſtrong manly family, who were young men, who 
ere ſtrong, who overcame the wicked one, and the 
K 4 word 
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word abode in them, I go now to conſider the 
youth which is to ſpring from the womb of the 
morning. 
The youth which is to ſpring from the Ge of 
the morning, which is to be as numerous as the 
drops of dew, ſeem to be at a time yet to come; 
when popery ſhall be diſcovered by the brightneſs f 
the Lord's coming, and be deſtroyed with the breath of 
his lips ; when the earth ſhall be covered with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 
cover the ſea; when there ſhall be ſuch a wonder 
performed as never was heard of till God revealed 
it. Who hath heard ſuch a thing? Shall the earth be 
made to bring forth in one day? Yes, it did at the 
creation, when God commanded it; Let the earth 
Bring forth abundantly. But ſhall a nation be born at 
once? Yes, when the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of bis Chriſt; when the ſpi- 
ritual ſeed of Abraham ſhall be as the ſtars of heaven 
for multitude, and as the ſand upon the ſea ſhore 
innumerable. Now that this is a promiſe yet to come 
appears in my text, and in the whole pſalm out of 
which it is taken. In the beauties of holineſs, from the 
womb of the morning, thou haſt the dew of thy youth. 
But then why are they called youth, when the ſpi- 
ritual family is faid to conſiſt of babes, little children, 
young men, and fathers? Why, becauſe of a nation 
being born at once; the Gentiles fulneſs and the Jews 
call and converſion coming in together; for, if the 
earth is to bring forth in one day, if a nation is to be 
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born at once, if a little one is to become a thouſand, 
and a ſmall one a great nation, and if God will 
haſten this in his time, then 1t cannot be ſuppoſed 
that there will be one old man in faith in a thou- 
ſand, or one father in ten thouſand; on which 
account it appears plain that the family will conſiſt 
chiefly, if not entirely, of youth; and fo faith the 
Spirit, Inſtead of thy fathers ſhall be thy children, whom 
thou mayeſt make princes in all the earth. Pſalm xlv. 
16, Now the offspring of the womb of the morn- 
ing being called youth, this text mentions nothing 
but children; and the birth of this family is to be all 
over the world, for theſe children are to be made princes 
in all the earth: this muſt be when the greateſt king- 
dom under the whole heavens is given to the ſaints, 
and they ſhall take it, and when both kings and 
ſubjects ſhall be the ſaints of God; kings nurſing 
fathers, and queens nurſing mothers ; the officers 
peace, and the exactors righteouſneſs; when /pears 
ſhall be beat into ploughſhares, and ſwords into pruning 
boots; when nations ſhall learn war no more, but 
the abundance of peace ſhall be enjoyed as long as the 
moon endures. | 

But then it may be aſked why the womb of the 
church at this time is called or compared to zhe 
womb of the morning? Anſwer. When the church 
ſhone forth in the antediluvian world, ſoon after the 
creation, ſoon after the morning ſtars had ſang 
their hymns of creation together. Rev. iv. 11. 
Soon after which the ſongs of grace begun, when 
| 
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the church ſhone firſt forth, when men began to call 
on the name of the Lord. Under the law, when ſhe 
was compared to the moon, then they were called 
children in nonage, under tutors and governors, under 
a ſchoolmaſter, ſhut up to the faith which ſhould after. 
ward be revealed; in which ſtate they were ſaid to 
grope as the blind for the wall, wiſhing the day to 
break, and the ſhadows to flee away. But, when 
Chriſt the day-ſpring viſited them, and the dawn 
of goſpel day began to ſhine, then the ſaints bore a 
name ſuitable to the ſtate of their mother, who then 
looked forth clear as the ſun; then her family bore 
another name, a name which they never bore before, 
being called by Chriſt himſelf the children of light, 
and God the father of lights; and, as the church was 
then ſaid 70 be clothed with the ſun, ſo her family, 
fays Paul, are all children of the light, and of the day; 
not of night, nor of darkneſs. Hence it appears that, 
in this future time to come, the church's womb will 
be the womb of the morning, her offspring the 
children of light and of the day, in a glorious ſenſe; 
Ber watchmen will ſee eye to eye ; the light of \the moon 
all be as the light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun as 
the light of ſeven days, when the Lord ſhall bind up the 
breach of his people, and heal the firoke of their wound; 
when the teachers of the ſaints ſhall be hid in 2 
corner no more, but their eyes ſhall ſee their 
teachers. 

, Now that this time is yet to come wil appear by 


the contents of the pſalm out of which my text 
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is taken ; and the firſt is putting down all 8 ; 
kings, popiſh, turkiſh, and pagan; He ſhall ftrite 
through kings in the day of his wrath, Pſalm cx. 5. 
Secondly, the judgment that ſhall be executed upon 
the heathen, and their death, and the wounding the 
head, Satan, in popiſh, heathen, and mahometan 
countries. He ſhall judge among the heathen, he ſhall 
fill the places with the dead bodies, he ſhall wound the 
head over divers countries. Verſe 6. Which leads me 
to conſider 
The dew of the EP which ſhall ſpring from 
| the womb of the morning; which I think is not ſo 
much expreſſive of the number of the ſaints, though 
they are ſometimes compared to ſtars, to ſand, and 
here to the drops of dew; though in that ſenſe it 
may be true, yet I think their flouriſhing ſtate, and 
abundant refreſhing, is ſignified by the dew more 
than their number. Sometimes the poor and needy - 
ſeek water, and there is none; at other times the 
miniſters of Satan ſpeak ſo much villany, that they 
make empty the ſoul of the bungry, and cauſe the drink 
of the thirfly to fail; then there is a famine not of 
bread nor of water, but of hearing the word of the 
Lord; at which times the Lord promiſes that he 
will bear them, and that he the God of Iſrael will not 
forſake them, but pour water on him that is thirſty, 
and floods upon the dry ground. The dew principally 
repreſents the flouriſhing ſtate of the church at 
the time that this prophecy alludes to; whe 
be everlaſting goſpel ſhall be preached, ſtripped 
7 | of 
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of human forms, and unadulterated with human in. 
ventions, human traditions, and carnal ceremonies; 
«when the pure dofrine of Chriſt ſhall drop as the rain, 
and diſtil as the dew; when there ſhall be no com- 
plaining of leanneſs, dryneſs, and barrenneſs; whey 
the fun (of perſecution) ſhall no more ſmite them by gi, 
nor the moon (of legal devotions ) by night ; when Zim 
ſhall call her walls ſalvation, and her gates praiſe. hh 
thofe days the Lord will be as the dew unto Irael; 
they will thrive as the corn, and grow as the vin, 
and ſend forth their roots as Lebanon, All which 
is expreſſive of the gentle diſtillations of grace, and 
the abundance of it; when hard hearts will be 
ſoftened, barren ſouls revived, parched ſouls refreſh- 
ed; the ſun of perſecution, and the flames of carnal 
luſt, ſhall be allayed; and hoth the floor of the 
Lord's harveſt, and the fleece of the Lord's ſheep, 
will be wet with the dew of heavenly grace. The 
morning mentioned in my text, the womb of it, the 
innumerable progeny, the univerſal ruin of the 
wicked, the ſpread of the goſpel, the wonderful 
increaſe of Zion, and the univerſal call of her 
family, are all mentioned in one pſalm, which is as 
follows. Pſalm lxxii. The firſt is, the committing 
all judgment into the hands of Chriſt, and the 
execution of all righteouſneſs by him; Give the king 
thy judgments, O Lord, and thy righteouſneſs unto the 
king's ſon. Verſe 1, The next particular is, the 
Juſtification of his people, and the avenging their 
wrongs by executing the righteous ſentence of God 
| 15 | | Upon 
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upon them. He ſhall judge thy people with righteouſ- 


neſs, and thy poor with judgment. Verſe 2, Next 
comes the free publication of the finiſhed work 


on mount Calvary, and ſweet reconcihation by the 
preaching of peace and imputed righteouſneſs 
| upon every little hill of Zion, or in every little 

aſſembled flock of the chief Shepherd. The moun- 
tains ſhall bring peace to the people, and the little bills, 
by righteouſneſs. Verle 3. The next branch of his 
work at this future time is, to execute true judg- 


ment in behalf of the poor in ſpirit, to proclaim and 
fave them that feel the need of ſalvation, and to 


execute vengeance and eternal damnation on all the 
covetous, overreachers, defrauders, and oppreſſors. 
He ſhall judge the poor of he people, he fhall ſave the 
children of the needy, and ſhall break in pieces the 
oppreſſor. Verſe 4. When this is done all the 
world will fear him, and every generation will 
ſhare in the benefits of his reign. till time is no 
more, They ſhall fear thee as long as the ſun and moon 
endure, throughout all generations. Verſe 5, And 
now comes in the dew of his youth mentioned in 
my text. He ſhall come down like rain upon the mown 


graſs ; as ſhowers that water the earth: in his days ſhall. 
the righteous flouriſh, and abundance of peace jo long as 


the moon endureth, Verſes 6, 7. All this alludes to 


the time when all the kingdoms of this world ſhall 


become his, from one end of the world to the other; 
for ſo it follows. He ſhall have dominion from ſea 
to fea, and from the river to the ends of the earth; 

| | they 
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they that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before bin; 
and his enemies fhall lick the duſt; yea all kings ſhall 

Fall down before him, all nations ſhall ſerve bim. Ver- 
ſes 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. I muſt now conclude this 
ſubject, having ſaid what I can of the beauties 
of the Lord "Jeſus Chriſt; of his beauties on 
Zion by the manifeſtations of himſelf to her, of the 
beauties of holineſs in the worſhip: of the ſaints, of 

the myſtery of it, of the womb of the morning, of 
the youth, and of the dew of grace that is to appear 
upon theſe youths, and of the glory of theſe children 
of light, which are to ſpring from this womb of the 
morning. e 


XI. THE 
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XI. 


THE GAIN OF ' GODLINESS, OR THE BEGGAR'S 
PROFIT, 


A man's belly ſhall be ſatisfied with the fruit of his 
mouth ; and with the increaſe of his lips ſhall he be 
_ Prov. xviii. 20. 


By the belly, here, I preſume, is meant the heart 


or the ſoul. It is ſaid that the Prodigal would fain 


have filled his belly with tuſks : but a better banquet 
| was provided for him; namely, the fatted calf and 
beſt robe, which is Chriſt crucified and his imputed 
righteouſneſs ; neither of which are food for the 
bowels, but for the ſoul. Again, Elihu, who de- 
clares that he was inſpired, and that the Spirit of 
| God had given him underſtanding, finding the 
Spirit to operate ſtrongly upon him, fays that his 
belly is as wine dobich hath no vent, it is ready to 
burſt like new Bottles. Job xxxii. 19. And fo the 


Saviour fays, If any man come unto me and drink, 


as the ſcripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow 
rivers of living water ; but this ſpake he of the 
Spirit, John. vii. 38. But it muſt mean. the 
heart, for it is the heart, and not the bowels, that is 
| te 
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the ſeat of divine inſpiration. I will give them a new 
heart and a new ſpirit. - 3 
This heavenly merchant in my text, whoſe belly 

is to be ſatisfied with the fruit of his mouth, and to 
be filled with the increaſe of his lips, cannot be the 
perſon that the wiſe man calls a prating fool that 
hall fall; for a fool is not a praying man, and he that 
falls can never be faid to be ſatisfied; nor can this 
merchant be a man employed in temporal concerns, 
for it is not by talking, but by working with the 
hands, that the generality of men are fed and filled 
in a temporal ſenſe. He that laboureth, laboureth far 
 bimfelf, for his mouth craveth it of him, (Prov. xvi. 
26.) This is working for the belly, not talking. 
Hence it appears that this trader in my text 1s not 
an earthly trader, for in the general they live by 
labour, not by talk; no, nor a prating fool about 
Feligion, for the kingdom is not in word; in all labour 
there is profit, but the talk of the lips tendeth only to 

Penury. But this man that I am deſcribing hath his 
belly ſatisfied by the fruit of his mouth, and filled * | 
the increaſe of his lips. 

Again, This trader muſt be. an 3 man, a 
man that hath an appetite, for he cannot be ſaid to be 
filled if he is not in ſome meaſure empty; for God 

filleth the bun gry with good things, but, as for the rich, 

be ſends them empty away: it is they that hunger and 


wirt after righteouſneſs that are bleſſed, and they 


ſhall be filled: But woe to them that are Full, for 
they ſhall hunger. Furthermore, this empty man is 


one 8 
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one that is empty of good, empty of righteouſneſs, 
of the bread of life, and of the ſatisfying grace of 
God in Chriſt: and he mult be in a good meaſure 
emptied of ſelf, of {elf ſufficiency, of ſelf righteouſ- 
neſs, of human confidence, and of all ſatisfaction in 
and from dead works and a form of godlineſs: for 
the worldly wife ſinner is too proud to hear the 
goſpel, and the ſelf righteous too rich to beg a co- 
vering, and the full foul loatheth the honey comb, 
and therefore will hardly beg for that which his ſoul 
hateth. 

This man in my text is a praying ſoul, not a 
hearer of the word only; for, if his belly be filled by 
hearing only, and not by praying, his belly muſt be 
ſatisfied with the fruit of another's mouth, and not 
| vith his own: but my text ſays that a man's belly 
ſhall be ſatisfied by the fruit of his mouth; that is, his own 
belly ſhall be ſatisfied with the fruit of his own. 
mouth. I know that there is no ſatisfaction, nor 
fulneſs, for a ſenſible ſinner, but in Chriſt Jeſus. EF 
know that in him pardon and peace, regeneration 
and adoption, are promiſed, a new heart and a new 
ſpirit is to be given, and every thing elſe, both 
ſpiritual and temporal; but then it is added, For all 
theſe things I will be inquired of by the houje of Iſrael, 
that I may do. theſe 6 for them. So that without 
prayer nothing can be łxpected. The prodigal wanted 
bread, and he begged it; the publican wanted mercy, 
and he craved it by prayer ; Hannah wanted a ſon, 


| and ſhe begged for one and got him; Day id want- 
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ed pardon, and he prayed and obtained it: the 
belly of all theſe were ſatisfied by the fruit of their 
mouth. And how can a man's belly be filled with- 


out it, when God declares that he will pour out bis 


fury upon the heathen that know him not, and upon the 
families of the earth that call not upon his name ? 

| Beſides, can a man belong to the houſe of David 
and not have he ſpirit of grace and ſupplication poured 
out upon him, which is promiſed to all the royal 
family? No, by no means. Again, can I conclude 
that I belong to God if I have no communion with 
him in prayer, or that I am a believer, if ny 
prayer brings nothing in from him? Yerily God bath 
heard my prayer, ſaith the pſalmiſt, and not turned away 
my petitions, nor his mercy from me. This is the con. 
Jidence that we have in him (ſays John), that, if we 
aſk any thing agreeable to his will, we know that le 
bearetb us; and, if we know that he hears us in whit 
| Joever we aſk, we know that wwe bade the petitions Iba 
we defired of him. 
An hungry man's belly is to be ſatisfied by the 
fruit of his mouth, for he draws this concluſion- f 
1 am an enemy to God, he will not regard me; 


if I worſhip him not in the ſpirit, I cannot be a- 


cepted; if I pray not in faith, I cannot expect u 
anſwer: but God hath heard me, and therefore 
regards me, reſpects me, relieves me, and accept 
me in his dear Son; and therefore he mouſt be n 
friend, not my enemy; my father, and not my ang) 


judge; "7 God in covenant, — not a conſuming 
fle 
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| fire to me. The apoſtles prayed. till the Place toas 
ſhook where they were aſſembled, and they were filled 


with the Hely Ghoſt. And thus Cornelius prayed till 
he was ordered' to ſend for Peter, through whoſe 
miniſtry the word of life and Spirit of God came 
upon him and his. AR (faith the Lord), and you 
ſhall receive, that your joy may be full; for a man's 


belly ſhall be ſatisfied with the fruit of his mouth. 


David prayed for pardon, peace, and life; Jabez to 
be kept from evil; Jacob for a bleſſing; and Paul 
for the removal of Satan's buffetings. And all of 
them prevailed; they got their doubts and fears 
removed, their minds ſettled, their evidences bright- 
ened, and their intereſts in the Lord made clear and 
plain to them; and theſe things ſatisfied them, and 
they found quietneſs in thelf belly. Job xx. 20. 


By the increaſe of his lips ſhall be be filled. God- 


hneſs with contentment. is great gain, having the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. Solomon prayed for wiſdom, and he got 
rickes and honour into the bargain, which is what 
he did not aſk for. This increaſe of the lips men- 
tioned in my text is anſwers to prayer; which 
conſiſts in an increaſe of knowledge, of experience, 
of faith, of life, of peace, and of love, comfort,. 
joy, and ſtrength. Some folks make many long 
prayers, and think that they ſhall be heard for their 
much ſpeaking; but, if God gives no anſwer, there 
i no increaſe; and, if no increaſe, hw can they 
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be filled? Great is the delight of the Lord in the 
prayers of the faithful. Let me hear thy voice, let 
me ſee thy face; ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is comely. The prayer of the upright is the Lord's 
delight. Aſt and ye ſhall have, ſec and ye ſhall find, 
knock and it fhall be opened unto you; for he that 
aſteth receiveth, and he that ſceteth findeth, &c. &c. 
And again, Call upon me in the time of trouble, I will 
deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. Open thy 
mouth wide, and Iwill fill it. O how great is the 
condeſcenſion of God to liſten to the prayers of 
ſuch poor rebels! and how ſweet and ſavoury are 
thoſe bleſſings and gracious anſwers, that are ob- 
. tained by much importunity in prayer! Reader, 
as long as one doubt remains touching the goodneſs 
and fafety of thy ſtate, if ſuſpicions are working, 
if any fears are. cheriſhed, if any pro and con in 
the court of conſcience, if any jealouſies; let theſe 
things be manifeſted, let them be ſifted to the bottom, 
let them be canvaſſed over, and ſet to rights; 
make ſtraight paths for thy feet; remember that 
thy belly is to be filled, and thou art to be fatiſ- 
fied with the fruit of thy mouth, and with the in- 
creaſe of thy lips; there is a great gain. in godlineſs, 
a choice revenue in wiſdom, and a bleſſed increaſe 
in prayer. Begging is the moſt profitable branch 
of all the heavenly trade. He raiſeth up the poor 
out of the duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from tht 
dunghill, to ſet them among princes, and to make then | 
2 . inherit 
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inherit the throne of glory. 1 Samuel ii. 8, But 
without prayer what can be expected, when God 
hath ſaid that, for all the ſpiritual and temporal 
bleſſings promiſed, he will be inquired of by the 
houſe of Iſrael to do theſe things for them? Read 
Ezekiel XXXV1, 


Ls „ 


THE THREEFOLD RECORD IN HEAVEN REFLECTED 
IN A THREEFOLD WITNESS IN EARTH, AND 
THE TRIUNE AND HARMONIOUS WITNESS ONE 
IN THE BELIEVER'S HEART. 


For there are three that bear witneſs in earth, the 
Spirit, and the water, and the Blood; and theſe thre: 
agree in one, He that believeth on the Son of Gid 
hath the witneſs in himſelf, 1 John v. 8, 10, 


Jon informs us that whatſoever is born of God 
overcometh the world; that is, that every grace, 
ſuch as faith, hope, love, peace, meekneſs, humility, 
or whatever grace is produced and brought forth in 
the ſoul under the prolific operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is a real fruit of his, and muſt reign in the 
heart, and ſhall overcome both the frowns and flat- 
teries of this world (verſe 4), for that which is born of 
the Spirit is ſpirit, faith the Lord. It is ſpiritual 
grace, and is of a ſpiritual nature, and therefore 
muſt overcome. And not only the reign of grace is 
here intended, but the Holy Spirit, who produces 
theſe graces in the heart, and doth, by ſhedding 
abroad God's love in us, unite us to Chriſt Jeſus; 

| „„ by 
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by virtue of which union we are made to ſhare in all 
his ſufferings, benefits, and triumphs. Be of good cheer 
for 1 have overcome the world, But why ſhould I be 
of good cheer on account of his victory, if I have 
no ſhare in it? but all believers have a part and lot 
in the whole of it. The Lord of hoſts, mighty in 
battle, fought the field for us, and all the great ſpoil 
is divided among us; for, when he overcame Satan, 
ſin, death, and the world, we were redeemed from 
all theſe; and, when he is revealed to us, we are de- 
livered from them all; and there is victory for the 
ſinner 1 in no other way than by faith in Chriſt. ho 
& he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Te gas 15 the Son of God ? (verſe 5 .) And this 
faith is a cordial reception of him into the heart, 
and an embracing of him gladly, in confidence and 
affection, as the only begotten Son of God, as the 
true Meſſiah, and as our only Saviour and N 
deemer. | 
This is he that came by water and 2 even Jeſus 
Crit; not by water only, but by water and blood. 
Aud it is the Spirit that bearcth witneſs, becauſe the 
irit is truth. (verſe 6.) Jeſus is ſaid here to come 
by water, and to come by Blood, and that the Spirit 
of truth bears witneſs to theſe things. The water, 
blood, and ſpirit, are in the next verſe traced up to 
God in three perſons, and each diftin& perſon in 
the Godhead is ſaid to bear record in heaven. For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the F ATHER, 
the Worn, and the Hor v Gnosr: and theſe three 
: L4 are 


ledge there, need no record to comfort, encourage, 


either the Father, Son, or Spirit; for thoſe that are 


inſtruction, and is recorded in the Bible; and they 
each bear record to the Godhead of Chriſt. 


O God, is for ever and ever. Compare Heb. i. i and 


_ for 1 am God, and there is none elſe. Iſaiah xly. 


Tfaiah ix. 6. This is the Holy Ghoſt's record ro 
2 the Godhead of hm. This holy man of old 


„ 
are 1 (verſe 7.) The record of theſe three: 
perſons, which are in heaven, is to be found recorded 
in the book of God, that is the Bible ; for thoſe 
ſouls that are in heaven, and made perfect in know- 


or to aſſure them; or to give them a ſtrong conſo- 
lation; no, not ſo much as to have their names ſhewn 
them in the Lamb's book of life; for their happy | 
ſtate of life, and immortal glory in heaven, is a full 
and allſufficient proof of that; nor are they ignorant 
of the diſtinct perſonality and eſſential divinity of 


there are the pure in beart, who ee God, and Chrif 
Jhews them plainly of the Father. 
This threefold record is for our ſakes, and be our 


But unto the Son, he (the Father) faith, Thy thro, 


8th verſe. This is the Father's record. | 
Look unto me, and be ye Javed, all the ends f the 


This is the Saviour's record of himſelf, and his 
ed is true, that he is God, and be/ides him, or to 
the excluſion of him, zbere is no Ged. Iſaiah liv, 6. 
For the one Lord God of Lirael is three perſons. 

And his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


ſpoke | 
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ſpoke as he was moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and this 
is the Holy Ghoſt's record of Chriſt throughout the 
Scripture, for to him gave all the prophets witneſs. 
Theſe three perſons bear record likewiſe to the 
ſonſhip of Chriſt, The Father's record is, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom ] am well pleaſed, The Saviour's 


record is, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 


ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
ſhall live. John v. 25. And the Spirit's record by 
John the Baptiſt is this, And I ſaw and bear record 
that this is the Son of God. John i. 34. | 
All the 'three perſons in the ever bleſſed Trinity 
bear record likewiſe to this truth, that he that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God ſhall have eternal life. 
God promiſed a ſeed to Abraham, which ſeed was 
Chriſt. Abraham believes in God, who made the 
promiſe to him ; and that ſeed promiſed was rec- 
| koned to him for righteouſneſs, being the end of the 


law for righteouſneſs to all that believe; and God 25 


calls himſelf the God of Abraham; but he is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living ; which ſhews that Abra- 
ham ever lives, for the juſt man ſhall live by his faith 
while upon earth, and ſhall live for ever in-glory 
in heaven. Chriſt bears the ſame record; He that 
believcth on me hath everlaſting life. And the Spirit 
in all the prophets and apoſtles bears record- that 
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed, and 
they that believed lived by the faith of the Son of God. 
Thus there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
OY Of 22G Father, 
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Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe 


three are one. 

And there are three that bear witneſs in the earth, 
the, Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and theſe three 
agree in one. verſe 8.) Theſe three are ſaid to bear 
witneſs in the earth. The Spirit bears his witneſs in 
every believing ſoul; this is granted by all believers 
whoſe faith has any growth at all. And the blood 
of Chriſt hath undoubtedly a voice in every par- 
doned ſinner who" is come to the blood of ſprinkling, 
which ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, becauſe 
it ſpeaks pardon, peace, and reconciliation ; but the 
difficulty ſeems to lie in the witneſs of the water. 

I believe that many good men think that water 
baptiſm is meant by this witneſs, becauſe God bore 
teſtimony to Chriſt his Son at his baptiſm by John, 
and becauſe perſons are baptized in the name of the 
Son as well as in the name of the Father and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; but this water in my text is ſaid to 
bear witneſs, Now the witneſs at Chriſt's baptiſm 
came from God, and not from the water ; and at the 
| baptiſm of any perſon the miniſter mentions the 
name of Father, Son, and Spirit, agreeable to 
Chriſt's command; but the water itſelf has no voice, 
and of itſelf bears no witneſs. I know that inanimate 
things are ſometimes called witneſſes, as the #200 tables 
of lone, and Jacob's heap in Mount Gilead; but then 
the former bore the commandments of God, written with 
bis own finger ; and the latter was a quantity of ſtones 


\ by * and Laban, and laid together in 
8 a heap, 2 
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a heap, as the joint work of both their hats, to re- 
mind them, upon ſight of the joint promiſe made, 
never to paſs the ſame heap to each other for harm; 
and both theſe were to help the memory, God 
wrote what he ſaid that men might never forget it; 
and Jacob's heap was to bring to mind and memory 
their former promiſe or covenant, Some may ob- 
ject, and ſay, from Peter, The like figure whereunta 
baptiſm doth now ſave us, (not the putting away the 
filth of the fleſh, but the anſtver of @ good conſcience to- 
wards God). 1 Pet. iii. 21. But then this anſwer 1s 
not obtained by putting away the filth of the fleſh by 
water, for water cannot cleanſe the conſcience, nor make 
it good, nor furniſh it with an an/wer towards Gad. 
It is the blood of Chriſt, and that only, that can 
purge the conſcience; and it is the Spirit of God that 
renews it, and bears his witneſs in it. The blood of 
Chriſt makes it clean, and the Spirit of God makes 
it good; and the Spirit's witneſs in it is an anſwer 
towards Cod; and in this way Chriſt ſaves us by the 
waſhing of N and the renewing of the Holy 
holt. 

heſides, there are many in the world who have had 
water poured on them, and many that have been 
plunged into water, who never had be anſwer of 4 
good conſcience towards God, nor has the water ever 
bore any ſatisfactory witneſs to them, or in them. 
Moreover, it is ſaid that Chriſt came by water and 
£ by bloed. This coming ſpoken of I take to be his firſt 
coming into the world-at his birth; and that be came 
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CT 
| By Blood is plain; for, as the children were partakers of 
fleſh and blood, he likewiſe took part of the ſame; and 
this he took in the virgin's womb, and he took it 
of the ſubſtance of Mary's body; and in this ſenſe 
his manhood was born of the fleſh, and of blood; 
and he came alſo by his own moſt precious blood, or 
in his dyed garments, when he manifeſted himſelf to 
his apoſtles and diſciples after his reſurrection; and 
ſo he has come to poor ſinners in his goſpel ever 
ſince, evidently crucified and ſet forth before them. 
But, if this coming ſpoken of in my text is to be under- 

ſtood of his coming into the world at firſt, (as I thinkit 
is) how can it be ſaid then that he came by water? And, 
if it be replied that all infants come into the world by 
water, It is granted; but that water bears no witneſs; 
and, as for his baptiſm, he had been thirty years in the 
world before he was baptized by John. And, if it 
be objected that he came into his miniſtry at thirty 
years of age by water, becauſe he began to preach 
ſoon after his baptiſm, my anſwer is, that I find no- 
thing in the whole chapter that confines this coming 
ſpoken of in my text to that rime. He came by blood 
from the womb, and he came by the Spirit from the 
womb; for the Holy Ghoſt came on the virgin at 
his conception, and he was filled with him from 
the womb; and was manifeſted and made known as 
the true Mess1an, ChRisr, or the ANoinTED, within 
eight days, to Simeon, to Anna, the ſhepherds, &c. 
and I believe he came by water at the ſame 
. I muſt 
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I muſt confeſs that this obſcure text has greatly 
puzzled me for many years; nor has the opinion of 
any one that. I have ever yet read or heard fixed my 
mind, or given me ſatisfaction, about it; and for 
this reaſon, John, having in the preceding verſe teſ- 
tified of the threefold record of the three divine 
perſons in heaven, proceeds to a threefold witneſs 
in the earth as a proof of this; which triune wit- 
neſs in the earth is repreſented as an echo, or it is a 
threefold witneſs in the earth, reflected from the 
three that bear record i in heaven; and, as the three- 
fold record of heaven i is in the Bible, ſo the threefold 
witneſs in the earth is in the ſouls of all believers. 
But then to which of the three diſtinct perſons, who 
bear a diſtinct record in heaven, can this diſtinct wit 
neſs of the water be traced up to, or aſcribed to, as 
reflected into men on earth, ſeeing that baptiſm is 
adminiſtered in the name of all the three divine per- 
ſons, as an ordinance appointed by all the three, and 


in the name of them all? 


In this matter I would not wiſh to be wile above 
what is written, but in all things ſubmit to divine 
revelation ; and I feel enough daily of my own igno- 
rance to convince me that he, who thinks he 
knows any. thing, knows nothing yet as he ought 
to know; it is in God's light we ſee light, and who 
teaches * like him? In this matter I . ſhall pre- 
ſume, as others have done, to ſhew mine opinion, and 
to ſubmit it to the judgment of God's houſehold, 
which is the pillar and ground of all truth, if not 
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(* 30 )- 
in light, it is in life; if not in knowledge, it is in 
power; having Chriſt in it, Wh is truth itſelf, and 
that in the abſtract. 


What I am going to advance came, 1 believe, 
from God, who has promiſed to guide the meck 


in judgment, and to teach the meek his way. 


Water in ſcripture hath various meanings ; ſome. 
times it ſignifies the wrath of God, which drowns 
men in deſtruction and perdition, of which the waters 
of Noah were a type; and, as God ſwore that he 
would no more drown the earth by a flood, ſo he 
hath ſworn not to be wroth with nor to rebuke 
his people in a vindictive way. Sometimes wa- 


ters ſignify children. The fountain of Jacob ſhall be on 


a land of corn and wine. Let thy fountain be bleſſed, and 
rejoice with the wife of thy youth; meaning, Let thine 
offspring be legitimate from thee and thy wife, which 
is the fountain that children ſpring from. Some- 
times it fignifies troubles, which are called deep wa- 
ters; and ſometimes an army that ſweeps away all 
before it, as the hoſts of the Aſſyrians are called the 


waters of the river ſtrong and mighty. But ſomerimes 


water means THE ETERNAL LOVE OF God, which n no 


| child of God will ever deny. «2 = 


God is a fountain of living water ( ſalt: PER? pro- 
phet). God is love, (faith John). And he will circum- 


ciſe thine heart (faith Moſes) that thou mayeſt love 


the Lord thy God, and that thou mayeſt live. 
Again, And there the Ons Lord will he unto 1s 4 
A Place 


( 159 Y 


place of broad rivers and freams. Iſaiah xxxiii. 21, 
: his river, faith Ezekiel, is a river to ſwim in; it 
bears the ſoul above all the fears of death, appre- 
henſions of wrath, and dread of damnation. This 
joye is called the river of God's Pleafure. Nothing can 
be a river of divine pleaſure to a ſinner but divine 
love; it is a river that makes glad the city of God; 
and what can make one that 1s by nature a child of 
wrath happy, and afford him pleaſure in God, but 
love, which caſteth out all fear and torment 11 
love of God John himſelf calls a river of life, which 
flows from the throne of God and the Lamb (Rev. xxit. 
1); which river is the love of God in Chrift Je- 
| ſus, and which love terminares in eternal Ne through 
the death of Jeſus to all that believe in his ever 
bleſſed and ever adorable name. | 
When the Lamb is aid to lead thoſe (who are 70 zi 
ger no more nor thir ft any more) unto fountains of 
living waters, when Ged is to wipe all tears from our 
eyes, what can be meant but beirig filled 701th all the 
fulneſs of God, being made PRs in one:? 70 5 one 
God, and Cod is love. 
And it ought to be remarked that che text on 
which I am animadverting mentions the Lord's 
coming io be by water firſt; whereas, if water baptiſin 
be intended, then it follows that he came by water 
laſt; for he came by blood, and by the Spirit, from 
the womb of his mother, but not by water till thirty 
years after; but in the text water is mentioned 
before the 3/004, and blood before tie Spirit, 
| | "= BUS 
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_ ouinels, ſanctification, and redemption, to us; the Fa- 


ners Chriſt died for us. In this was manifeſted the 


This love is the firſt and ſelf moving cauſe in God 


I know of no cauſe previous or antecedent to this, 
It was love in God that moved him to pity us, and 


V 
He came by water firſt; for God loved his peo- 
ple from everlaſting, and therefore from everlaſting 
Chriſt was ſet up to be future man, and in man's 
nature to be man's covenant head, repreſentative, 
and mediator. He was then made wiſdom, righte. 


ther's choice of us was in him, and i in him he gave us 
life. In his loving kindneſs to us the covenant of 
lite and council of peace was held and agreed on 
from the ancient ſettlements, which bear an everlaſting 
date. His councils of old are faithfulneſs and truth. And, 
in love to us, the king, mediator, and ruler's goings 
forth appear to be from of old, yea from the days of eternity, 
Micah v. 2. In the death of Chriſt God commend- 


ed his love towards us, in that while we were yet ſin- 


love of God, in that he ſent his Son to die for us; 
and in this agrees the Saviour. God ſo loved the world 
that be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be. 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 


of all our ſalvation in and through Jeſys Chriſt. 


it was loye that influenced his will to chooſe us in 
Chriſt, which is called the good will of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus concerning us; and, as it ſprung from 
love, it is called the good pleaſure of his will, and the 
good will of him that dwelt in the buſh. 


Hence it may eels be concluded that Chriſt 
came 


( 161. ) 

tame by water, by the river of God's pleaſure ;_ for 
God ſo loved the world that he ſent his only begot- 
ten Son. And that he came by blood, in his aſſump- 
tion of human nature, as man's Redeemer and Savi- 
our, by whoſe incarnation and ſuffering he mani- 
feſted the greateſt love that could be ſhewn to the 
children of men. Grenter love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

And he came by the Spirit, who operated on 
the virgin Mary at his conception, formed the human 
nature, and. filled it with all his gifts and graces, 
even from the womb ; and this was he oil of gladneſs 
with which he was anointed above all his fellows; for 
God gave not the Spirit by meaſure unto him, as he does 
to all them that have fellowſhip with him, for. to 
them is given only a meaſure of the . and that to 
profit witbal. 

Hence I conclude that the F ather heirs record 
in heaven to the divinity and ſonſhip of Chriſt, 
and to a free ſalvation for ſinners by the faith of him, 
as the fruit and effect of his eternal love to them in 
the gift of him. And this record reflects a witneſs 
in the believer's heart when the love of God is ſhed 
abroad there by the Holy Ghoſt. But then it may be 
aſked, What witneſs has this love when ſhed abroad 
there? Why it caſts out all fear and torment, and | 
makes the new birth maniteſt.; for whoſoever loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God. 'The yoice, therefore, of 
the love of God) in ſuch an heart is this, Zea, I have 
loved thee cvitb an everlalin g love, and therefere with 
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loving kindneſs have I drawn thee. Everlaſting love 
ſays this, and adds God's yEa unto it, which is yea 
and amen to the believer. Thus Chriſt came by 
water; and this water has a witneſs in the earth, a 
Yea, I have loved thee; and this is in every heart 
that believes on the Son of God. | 
2dly. He came by blood at his i incarnation and birth 
His own blood was ſhed for us by his facrifice 
for ſin; and, when he diſcovers himſelf unto us, it is 
as Chriſt crucified for us; and this his atoning blood 
ſpeaks peace, pardon, and reconcihation, to us and 
in us. Thus he came by blood; and this blood has 
a voice and a witneſs in every believing ſoul, which 
ſpeaks better things than the blood of Abel. 
3dly. The Spirit alſo hath a voice in us, which is 
his teſtimony, or witneſs, that he bears to our adop- 
tion; for ſo it is written, Aud, becauſe you are ſons, Cid 
hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son i, into 198 hearts, e- 
ing, Abba, Father. 

Thus there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
FaTHER, the Worn, and the Holy Gnosr, and 
theſe three are Ox Rx. Chriſt came by water and by 

| blood, and the Spirit beareth witneſs. And theſe | 
are the three that bear witneſs in the earth, the Spi- 
rit, and the water, and the blood; and theſe three 
agree in ane. The firſt perſon' that bears record 
in heaven, 1 18 Gov the FATHER ; and Chriſt is faid 
to come firſt & water. The ſecond perſon that 
bears record is the Wos p, and he is ſaid to come 


by blood. The third perſon that bears record in hea- 
Fl a. ven 


k 


ven is the Spi rr, and he is faid to bear witneſs in 

the earth, becauſe he is truth. + 
Neo vw for the witneſs of each perſon. The eternal 
love of the Father ſays, Yea, I have loved thee. 

The blood of ſprinkling ſpeaks pardon, Peace, and re- 
conciliation. | 
And the Spirit fags, Abba, Father. 
This is the third and laft witneſs. And, as the 
three that bear record in heaven are ons, ſo all 
thoſe three witneſſes (fays John) agree in One. And 
then he adds, If we receive the witneſs of men, the 
witneſs of God is greater; and this is the witneſs of 
God, which he hath teſtified of his Son. He that be- 
lieveth hath the witneſs in himſelf. Now, as theſe 
three agree in one, what is that one witneſs in this 
triune harmony? I anſwer, it is our ſonſhip. 
The Father's everlaſting love that ſays, Yea, I 
have loved thee, proves our prede/tination.to the adop- 5 
tion of ſons; the witneſs, therefore, of this love i is to 
our ſonſhip. | 
| When faith receives che blood of prinkling, and 
le heart is purified by it, then we are manifeſted to 
be the Sons or Gob by faith in Chriſt Feſus ; the wit- 
neſs, therefore, of blood is to our ſonſhip. | | 
And, becauſe we are ſons by predeſtination, and 
manifeſtly ſo by faith in Jeſus, the Spirit is ſent 
into our hearts to aſſure us of it; and to make us claim 
it he cries, ABBA, FarHER. The Spirit's witneſs is to 
our ſonſhip. Thus 7be/e three agree in one; and he that 
believes hath this triune witneſs in himſelt, which is 


** . 
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to be preferred above all the witneſſes and teſtimo- 
nies of men. Such ſouls are enlightened to ſee, 
quickened to feel, and · inſtructed to know, by effica- 
cious grace and divine operations, three perſons in 
one God. All others know nothing of theſe thing 
but what they know naturally, and in theſe things they 
corrupt themſelves. For the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, nor can he know | 
them, og they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | 


F 
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XIII. 


uE SCORNER'S HIGHEST SEAT AND DEEPEST 
| FALL, 


Keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous fins, let 
them not have dominion over me; then ſhall I be 
upri , and I ſball be innocent from the . *. 
greſion. Pſalm xix. 13. 


n is a bold, daring, and 8 
venturing to lay a claim upon God, while the man is 
living in all manner of wickedneſs, without any re- 
verence of him, faith in him, or ſcriptural warrant 
from him; and without any internal evidence of 
| intereſt i in him, or likeneſs to him. Thus Balaam 
| ventured againſt a poſitive command from God upon 
a wicked and vile attempt ; hence the angel of the 
covenant withſtands him with a drawn ſword, and 
tells him his way is perverſe before him. He ſeeks for 
enchantments after this awful viſion of the Almighty, 
with his eyes wide open ; yea, after God had met 
him twice in his way to the high place, and had 
both times ſent him back with a freſh meſſage, yet 
he muſt ſeek a definitive anſwer from ſatan, 
namely, There is no enchantment againſt Jacob; nor 
divination againſt Hrael. And he claims God as his 
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God, when he had no other faith than that of devils. 
T cannot go beyond the word of the Lord tny God, to do 
more or leſs ; when, at the ſame time, he loved the 
 ewapes of unrighteouſneſs, and would have curſed the 
Whole family of heaven for a little money ; yea, and 
tempted God with repeated ſacrifices, in hopes that 
he would alter his mind and change his word to gra- 
tify his covetouſneſs, that he might thereby curſe the 
people, get the rewards of divination, and be pro- 
moted to great honours. And juſt ſo many co- 
vetous profeſſors in our days preſume upon God; 
while the love of money, the root of all evil, is deeply 
fibered in every faculty of their ſouls, it ſears their 
conſcience, they mind earthly things; they will be rich, 
though they fall into divers temptations ; they love the 
mammon of unrighteouſneſs, and yet they will call 
God their God, and their Father, when he tells 
them in his word that his righteous ſoul hates 
them. They ſpeak well of the covetous, whom the Lord 
athorreth. And is not this preſumption, for a finner 
whom God abhors to lay a claim upon him? And 
they lay the ſame claim upon Chriſt, and call him 
their Lord and Saviour, when they know in their own 
conſciences that e thorns have ſprung up in their 
kearts, and choaked the word; and that the cares if. 
this life, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, bave rendered 
them unfruilful. And, although Chriſt tells them in 
his word that that which beareth briars and thorns 
is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burned, and 
that a came! ſhall go throu 86 a needle 5 eye ſooner than ſuch 


ſhall 
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Hall enter into the kingdom of heaven, yet they venture 
on, like Ananias and Sapphira, ſerving God and Mam- 
mon, with their hearts fixed on their earthly treaſure, 
and yet dream of treaſure in heaven. Theſe covet 
the worſt, though they will feign to covet the beſt 
gifts; and in this matter they imitate and run 
aſter the error of Balaam, who loved the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs, and yet wiſhed to die the death of 
the righteous, and that his laſt end might be like 
theirs. But the hope of this hypocrite periſhed, for he 
fell in the field of battle, fighting againſt God and 
his people; and afterwards his ſoul fell by a worſe 
ſword, namely the ſword of juſtice: and this the 
angel ſhewed him before, for his ſword was drawn 
againſt him when in the way to curſe Iſrael, and 
how much more when fighting againſt them ! Surely 
he bated bleſſing, therefore let it be far from him; and, 
as he loved curſing, fo let it came, ſays God, like water 
into his bowels, and like oil into his bones. Keep back 
thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins. 
Preſumption is venturing without a divine war- 
rant, and perſiſting in a courſe contrary to the word 
of God, and expecting God's help and bleſſing in- a 
way that is repugnant to his revealed will. And thus 
many profeſſors, who give themſelves up to idleneſs, 
and go from houſe to bouſe, buſy bodies in other mens 
matters, but mind no buſineſs of their own, preſume 
upon the providence of God, and tell you that they 
ke by faith; they have had this promiſe applied, 
| and the other 7 2 ſent home, and they believe 
M4 them. | 


N : 


them, and ſo expect to be fed by the ravens, as Elijah 
was; when the whole of this work is the work of ſatan, 
He firſt tempts them to idleneſs, which God hates; 

he then ſtuffs their heads with various promiſes, 
| which the fool believes to come from God; then 
they are looking out for the fulfilment of them; they 
boaſt of their faith, and tell of the power that at- 


tended the promiſes, and ſo draw many eyes W 855 


them; and, when the iſſue comes, their promiſes come 
to nothing, their faith fails, the devil laughs at their 
folly, and they rebel againſt God. Thus the fooliſpneſ of 
a man perverteth his way till his heart fretteth againſt the 
Lord. God tells us to be diligent in buſineſs, and fer- 
vent in ſpirit ; to work willingly with our own hands, 
and with quietneſs to eat our own bread; and, if they 
will not work, neither ſhall they eat. Idlensſs, and ful- 
 weſs of bread, were ſome of the reigning fins of Sodom, 
Adam and Eve muſt both work ; but theſe hypo- 
crites mump a living out of other people's labour, 
He that provides not for his own houſe hath denied the 
faith, and is worſe than an infidel. And can thoſe who 
deny the faith, and are hypocrites in Zion, who are 
worſe than common infidels, expect God to feed 
them, and indulge them in idleneſs, when their boaſt- 
ed faith is nothing but preſumption, and the pro- 
miſes, which they ſay God hath applied to them, are 
only the deluſions and perverſions of ſatan? And this 
is plain, for their predictions fall to the ground, and 


their falle confidence too, being diſappointed of their 


hopes, and having their expectations all cut off; 
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for what * have ſpoken in the name of the Lord fol- 
Irs not, nor comes 10 paſs ; and that is the thing which 
the Lord hath not ſpoken, but they have ſpoken it pre- 
ſumptuouſly. Deut. xviii. 22. Keep back thy ſervant 
alſo from preſumptuous i ins, and let them not have domi 
nion over me. 
What preſumption muſt they be guilty of who 
thruſt themſelves: into the miniſtry without any call 
or commiſſion from God, and without any qualifi- 
cations for it? Idleneſs, a genteel appearance, their 
own honour, or a wife with money, 1s all they have 
in view. They are fitted for the work at an academy 
by men, at the expenſe of thoſe who ſubſcribe: to 
carry on the work, and who, according to prophecy, 
heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears. And 
ſome of this ſtamp have had the audaeiouſneſs to 
call the power of the goſpel enthuſiaſtical cant: this 
1s the beſt name they can give to the kingdom of 
God, which ftands not in word but in power, There 
is ſcarce a damnable hereſy advanced, revived, or 
publiſhed in our day, nor few arch heretics in ſheep's 
clothing to be found, but what are ſent out of theſe 
forges I mean the academies. What can be more 
preſumptuous than taking the higheſt ſeat, when they. ' 
never took the loweſt room; aſſuming the firſt of- 
fice in the church of God, when. deſtitute both of 
grace and truth; an ambaſſador, without call or 
commiſſion; a builder, who knows not, or ſets at 
| nought, the head ſtone of the corner; a ſhepherd, 
but knows nothing either of the green paſtures or 
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ſtill waters; a watchman, ſtone blind; a ruler of the 
Lord's houſehold, while a ſervant of ſin; a nurſe, 
without the ſincere milk of the word; an enſample 
to the flock, when a haughty ſcorner; an enemy to 
God, preaching peace and reconciliation ; a dead ſin- 
ner, holding forth the word of life; a condemned cri. 


minal, preaching righteouſneſs ; and a bond ſlave, 


promiſing liberty? And theſe will by and by urge 
their plea, Have we not profhefied in thy name, and 


in thy name done many wonderful works ? and then will 
I profeſs I never knew you; depart from me, ye workers of 


iniquity. This was the preſumption of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram ; they contended and reſiſted the Me- 


diator and the High Prieſt both. You tale too much 


upon you, the people are all holy, &c. They were 


Princes, and they would be prieſts; they took their 
« cenſers, and fetched fire from their own tents ; for 


they knew no difference between the holy flame 


from heaven and the ſparks of their own ſteel. And 


the ſame work is going on now. Their fervour is 


. Inward heat from paſſion ; their fiery zeal is neither 
_ tempered with humility nor knowledge; the light 
they give is that of a wandering ſtar; and, as their 


own hearts were never fixed by the Lord, ſo they fix 
none by their miniſtry, I know that Chriſt makes 
his miniſters a flame of fire; but the Lord tells us 
that theſe kindle their own fire, and compaſs themſelves 
about with ſparks. Walk in the light of your fire, and 
in the ſparks that you have kindled ; this ſpall ye have a 
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my hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow, Keep back thy 
Hs from preſumptuous fins. | 

To avoid preſumption, a ſcriptural warrant - thai 
be obtained as the ground of our proceedings; to 
g0 againſt this is preſuming. And the Lord ſaid unto 
me, Say unto them, Go mot up, neither fight, for I am not 
among you, left ye be ſmitten before your enemies. So T 
ate unto you, and you would not hear, but rebelled 
againſt the commandment of the Lord, and went pre- 
ſumptuouly up into the hill; and the Amorites came 
out againſt you, and chaſed you as bees do, and deſtroyed 
you in Seir even unto Hormah, Deut. i. 42, 43. 
Keep back thy ſervant from preſumptuous ſins. | 

To ſhun this perilous path, is to ſubmit to divine 
revelation, to be open to conviction, and not to 
rebel againſt the light that gives it. To be proud 
and obſtinate, contentious, ſtubborn, and to act 
counter to theſe things, is perilous preſumption. FF 
there ariſe a matter too hard for thee in judgment, thou 
halt come unto the prieſts and Levites, and unto the 
Judge that ſpall be in thoſe days, and inquire; and they 
ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence of judgment, and thou ſhalt 
do according to the ſentence ; thou ſhalt not decline fram 
the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee, to the right 
band nor to the left; and the man that will do pre- 
Jumptuoufly, and will not hearken unto the prieſt (that 
handeth there to miniſter before the Lord thy God) or 
unto the judge, even that man ſhall die. Deut. xvii. 
12. Such a man goes againſt light, truth, and 
caution ;' and is en and ſtiffened in pride by 

Satan, 
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Satan, and is condemned of his own conſcience; 
for this is condemnation, that li ght is come into the 
world, and men love darkneſs rather than light; far 
he that doeth evil bateth the light; and he that hateth 
the light hateth God, for God is light; and this 
is condemnation with a . witneſs; for he not only 
hates God, but, reproaches him. The ſoul that dueth 
ought chats whether born in the land, or a 
firanger, the ſame reproacheth the Lord; and that ſoul 


hall be cut off from bis people. Becauſe he hath deſpiſed 
"the word of the Lord, and hath broken his command. 


ment, that ſoul ſhall be cut off; his iniquity ſhall be upon 
him. Numbers xv. 30, 31. Keep back thy ſer- 
vant from preſumptuous ſins. 
God favours his children with four antidptes 
againſt the fin of preſumption; andwhile he adheres 
to theſe he keepeth himſelf ſo that the wicked one 


- toucheth him not. 1 John v. 18. 


he firſt is. He puts his fear into their 1 hat 
they may not depart from him. 


2. The Spirit guides them into all truth, that they | 


may cleanſe their way, by taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to God's word, and not Fee without a 


Thus faith the Lord. 


3. He bleſſes them with faith to walk by, and they 


know that whatſoever is not of faith is ſin. And 


4. They have the witneſs of the Spirit and their 
own conſcience ; and without theſe things it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. Keep back thy ſervant from 


n fins, let them not have dominion over me, 
then 


— 
—— — 


We 
then ſhall I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the 
great tranſoreſſion. 

This great N whatever it may be, muſt 
be the violation of ſome law; for all ſin is the tranſ- 
greſſion of ſome law that forbids it; for where there 
is no law there is no tranſpreſſion, ner is fin imputed 
where there is no law. Furthermore. The mag- 
nitude of this tranſgreſſion muſt riſe from the 
magnitude of ſome law. It is called the great tranſ- 
gre/ion, becauſe it 1s ſinning againſt a great law. And 
 whatcanthis law be? The heathens are a law unto them- 
ſelves; their thoughts and conſcience in the mean whils 
accuſe or excuſe one another. This ſhews the work of 
the law written on their hearts. But the worſt 
tranſgreſſors of this law have been pardoned. Wi- 
zards, necromancers, idolators, and ſodomites; the 
firſt ſorts of theſe have confeſſed their deeds, and burnt 
their books before all men; and the others have been 
waſhed and ſan#ified, yea juſtified, in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Again, this great tranſgreſſion cannot be a tranſ- 
greſſion of the moral law, for the worſt ſins that 
have been committed againſt that have been for- 
given for Chriſt's ſake; ſuch as idolatry, murder, 
adultery, inceſt, enmity to God, and covetouſneſs; 
and theſe are the worſt. Idolaters were all the firſt 
gentiles that were converted; Moſes ſhed blood, 
and Paul ſned the blood of the juſt; and both were 
pardoned; covetouſneſs was pardoned in Zaccheus; 
adultery was pardoned in David; inceſt in the 
Corinthian ; / 
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Corinthian; and enmity againſt God hath been par- 


doned in us all. Hence I conceive that this great 


tranſereſſion is not a breach of the law of nature, 
nor of the moral law, it therefore muſt be the tranſ- 
greſſion of ſome greater law. 

The covenant of grace is called the better covenant, 
eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes; yea, it is called a more 
excellent miniſtry, and a- miniſtry that exceeds all others 

in glory; and, if it exceeds in glory, it doth in great- 


. neſs alſo. The one is called the new covenant, the 


other the old covenant; the one the New Teſtament, 
the other he Old; the one the miniftry of the Spirit, 
the other of the letter; the former gives life, the latter 


dtatbh. For, if the miniſtry of condemnation be glory, 


much more doth the miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed 
in glory; for even that which was made glorious had no 
glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that excelleth. 


2 Corinthians iii. 8, 9, 10. The law is a revelation 


of the wrath of God againſt all the unrighteouſneſs of 
men, and the goſpel is a revelation of God's eter- 


nal love in Chriſt Jeſus to poor miſerable ſinners. | 


There is a ſin not unto death, and we may pray for 
thoſe who commit that fin; and God gives life to 


them that fin not unto death. F any man ſee bit 
- brother ſen a fin which is not unto death, he ſhall aſt, 
and he ſpall give him life for them that fin not unto 


death: there is a fin unto death; I do not ſay that he 


all pray for it. 1 John v. 16. There are fins 
committed which are not unto death; and they are 


all ſins but one; and the covenant of life and peace, or 
5 | I. > the 
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the goſpel, which is the word of life and the promiſe . 
of life, and which brings life and immortality to 
light, holds forth life as the gift of God to them 
that ſin not unto death. God ſhall give him life for” 
tem that ſin not unto death; but there is a fin 
unto death; I do not fay that he ſhall pray for it. 
Now, if we conſider this fin as it is variouſly ex- 
preſſed in holy writ, and conſider its conſequences, 
which are mentioned with it, they will help to lead 
us to the ſenſe and GY of this great trayſyre ef 

1. 

y As iſt. It is called preſumption, becauſe the 
tranſgreſſor is internally proud, rebellious, and ob- 
ſtinate; he ſins after having the ſentence of God 
from the prieſt and the judge; and acts contrary to 
the light, knowledge, and conviction, that he has re- 
ceived ; who is ſaid to rebel, and deſpiſe the word of 
the Lord, to reproach his Maker, break his com- 
mandment, and fin with a high hand, which is. the 
meaning of the word pre/umption, Now he, that 
deſpiſed the prieſt and the judge, deſpiſed the Higb 
Prieſt of our profeſſion, and the Judge of quick and dead, 
whom they perſonated; and by deſpiſing the Word 
they deſpiſed the incaRnaTE Wor, and the ſen- 
tence which came from his mouth; and by de- 
ſpiſing the word of Chriſt by his repreſentatives they 
reproached their Maker, their Saviour, their Prieſt, and 
their Judge. And ſure I am that God the Father 
had given them very ſtrict cautions againſt this pe- 
| nous in of — Behold! 1. ſend an angel 
7 before 
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before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring the | 
into the place which I have prepared; beware of him, 
and obey his voice, provoke him not, for he will not par- 
dom your tranſgreſſions, for my name is in him. Exod. 
XXIIi. 20, 21. This was the caution, and the an- 
pardonable fin is in itz but they preſumed, and re- 
| belled againſt him at the entrance of Canaan, and 
would not obey him. Acts vii. 39. Yea, they 
deſpiſed him, and made a captain over them, to 
return again to Egypt ; thus they refuſed the Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, and then provoked him by 
going up the hill, after he had ſworn in his wrath 
that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. Thus, lays 
Paul, they tempted Chrift, they provoked and grieved 
him forty years, and, by chooſing a new captain, 
deſpiſed him; and then went up to fight contrary to 
his word, oath, and commandment; and thus they 
provoked and deſpiſed the Rock that followed them, 
and that Rock was Chriſt; ſo they entered not into 
the promiſed land becauſe of unbelief; for he, having 
delivered them out of the land of Egypt, afterwards 
deſtroyed them which believed not: and in this 
ſenſe it may be truly ſaid that they 20 whom the go 
pel was ff e enter 155 not in 52 8 * un- 
| "wy 4 
This fin 1s 8 ahi PTY n unto hank! 1 Sy 
other ſort of finners have had repentance unto life granted 
them; but theſe tranſgreſſors find no place of repen. 
tance, yea, it is impoſſible to renew them again unto 
Fepent ance, and therefore it is called the fin 5 
| | _ deat j 
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death; becauſe ſuch an one ſins out of the reach of 


the covenant and promiſe of life ; yea, againſt the living 
Gid in Chrift, and the promiſe of life from bim; againſt 
the Loxp Jzsus CnrisT, and eternal life by bim; 
againſt ti the Spirit of God, and all his quickening ope- 
rations; and againſt the everlaſting goſpel, and all life 
and immortality brought to tight through that; and to 
ſuch the goſpel is the ſavour of death unto death in the 
worſt fenſe ; for the ſinnner, being dead in fin and 
dead in law when the goſpel finds him, and being 
guilty of the great tranſgreſſion againſt it after it was - 
. profeſſed by him, it muſt then leave him twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots; that is, dead at Horeb and 
dead at Zion, and without hope either in the law 
or 1n the goſpel. 

It is called doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, which 
ſprings from malice in the abſtract, with infernal 
hatred and anger ; yea, it is a defying of the Holy 
Ghoſt, reſiſting his will, and reſenting his conduct, 
vith a fixed determination to counteract the deſigns: 
of him, and fruſtrate his purpoſes, in order to grieve 
im, and to prejudice every favourer of his powerful 
operations; and, as much as poſſible, to reſiſt and 
fight againſt him, from a ſuppoſition that they are 
not honoured by him according to their merit, or 
ſuppoſed deſerts. This poinG DesepITE ro THE 
Holy Ghosr, THE GIVER OF THE LAW OF LIFE, 
is the great tranſgreſion. Yea, and ſuch hate Chriſt 
with deſperate hatred. They have ſeen and hated both me 

2 | RE | 2 
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and my Father; and, being not with me, they are again 
me; and, gathering not with me, they ſcatter. 
This great tranſgreſſion is called 4 crucifying th 
Son of God afreſh, and putting him to an open ſbame. 
It was Judas, one of his profeſſors and followers, yea, 
his purſe-bearer and apoſtle, that betrayed him; and 
it was his own profeſſing people, his brethren ac- 
cording to the fleſh, that condemned him; and the 
| prieſts, ſcribes, and phariſces, that delivered him 
over to the ſecular power: theſe were the greateſt 
profeſſors of God and religion; and all of them 
profeſſed, expected, yea, and longed for, the promiſed 
Messtan. But ch unto you that agſire the day of the 
Lord! to what end is it? The day of the Lord i; 
darkneſs and not light, as if a man did flee from a kun, 
and à bear met him. Amos v. 18, 19. And ſo it 
came to paſs. The day of the Lord was dark 
neſs to thoſe that ſaid, Ne fee. And as it was then fo 
it is now. All that have committed this ſin have been 
profeſſors ; and, in my judgment, this great trant;. 
greflor mult be a profeſſor of religion, as the ſcribes 
and phariſees were, and zealous ones too; and, like 
Judas, they muſt be followers of Chriſt, and be in 
external communion with his church and people; 
and then go out from among them, that it may be 
made manifeſt that they are not of them, as udas 
did; and then, like the ſwine which have had tht 
pearls laitl before them, they muſt turn again and end | 
them; that is, turn again to their ungodly compa- 


nions, and rend the church, of Chriſt, his ſeamlels 
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coat, his body "myſtical, and rend and ſcatter the 
members, who are commanded 70 keep the unity of 
me Spirit in the bond of peace. They rend the Sa- 
viour's uniform doctrine by errors, his myſtical bo- 
dy by diviſions, and the unity of the ſaints by fow- 
ing prejudice, ſlander, and diſcord ; and ſuch ſouls 
deal with his body myſtical as the Jews did with 
his body perſonal. 
The graceleſs preacher, with his blind zeal 35 | 
deceitful heart, who never aimed at any thing but 
the bag, betrays Chriſt, by going into ſome damn: 
ble hereſy, for the ſake of ſome worldly applauſe and 
more money, as Judas did to get a good name 
from the ſcribes, and a little more for the pocket. 

Thoſe who begin with goſpel notions, though ne- 
ver delivered from the law, under all their preten- 
ſions to the faith of the goſpel; whoſe fiery zeal 
abates, whoſe knowledge vaniſhes, and whoſe abi- 
lities and gifts wither; who go back to the fleſh, to 
* Arminianiſm, and fo to the legal bondage of the law, 
truſting 1 in human merit; being conſcious that God 
has done nothing for them, they then begin to do 
ſomething for God; and from hence ſprings pride, 
and implacable hatred to the experimental and evan- 
gelical preachers of the goſpel; and this brings cold- 
neſs and deadneſs upon them, and at laſt it termi- 
nates in envy and malice againſt thoſe who contend 
for the ſimplicity, power, and truth, of the ever- 
laſting goſpel; and this envy and malice conceived 
Is no leſs than murder; for he that was a mur 
N 2 derer 


© - 


| derer from the beginning hath ſo filled; their hearts, 


that they are in pain and labour till they have brought 
it forth: this is luſting to envy; and luſt, when it is 
conceived, bringeth forth fin ; and fin, when it is finiſh. 
ed, bringeth forth death. _ 

The Lord himſelf deſcribes the progreſs of this 
ſort of ſin, and the danger it expoſes the ſinner to: 
But 1 ay unto you that whoſoever is angry with his 
brother without a cauſe ſhall be in danger of the. juds- 
ment; and whoſoever ſhall ſay unto his brother, Raca, 


ſhall be in danger of the council; but whoſoever ſhall 


Jay, Thou fool, ſhall be in danger of bell fire. 
This fin is called laſphemy: againſt the Holy Ghuft, 
and ſpeaking againſt him. Hence we may ſee that this 
great tranſgreſſion is ſinning with an high hand againſt | 
the law of the Holy Ghoſt; for the golpel ; is called 


be law of the Spirit of life. Rom. viii. 2. This ſin 
is wholly againſt the power of godlineſs, and it 


ſprings from deſperate heart-hatred to it, attended 


with ſpeaking againſt and blaſpheming of the Holy 
Spirit in his works and operations in the ſouls of 


men, and that knowingly and wilfully againſt al 
convictions, as the Phariſees did when they ſaw the 
mighty power of Chriſt put forth in his miracles; 
who faid, This fellow doth not caſt. out devils but by | 
Beelzebub the prince of the devils ; to whom the Lord 


| anſwered, Wherefore 1 ſay unto you that all manner of 


£ n and of blaſphemy Shall be forgiven unto men, but 
the blaſphemy againſt. the Holy Ghoft ſhall not be forgiven © 
unto men: And e Jpraketh | a en, againf the 


n 
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Son of nan it ſhall be forgiven him, but whoſoever 
ſpraketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt it ſhall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 
Matt. xii. 31, 32. 

But then it may be objected that the phariſces did 
all this ignorantly and in unbelief, and therefore 
could not ſin knowingly and wilfully. To which it 
may be replied, The miracles that Chriſt wrought, 
the power that attended his miniſtry, the wiſdom he 
diſplayed in ſilencing and confounding all gainſayers, 
together with the holineſs of his life, and the good 
deeds that he continually did, convinced them of 
the truth of his divine power; for the huſbandmen 
ſaid among themſelves, This is the heir, come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance ſhall be ours. Yea, ſays Nico- 
demus, We believe that thou art a teacher come from 
God, for no man can do the miracles that thou doeft 
except God be with him. Johan goes further, Among 
the chief rulers alſo many believed on him ; but, becauſe 
of the phariſees, they did not confeſs him, leſt they 
ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue ; for they loved the 
praje of men more than the Na ie of God. John 
X11. 42. 

Thus by Moſes this ſin is ** preſumption. 
Provoke not.my angel, ſays God, for my name is in 
him, and he will not forgive your iniquity ; but they 
did provoke him and grieve him forty years. He 
ordered them into Canaan, but they refuſed to go, 
and deſpiſed the land, and brought up an evil report 
of it; yea, they threatened to ſtone Moſes, Aaron, 

ä Joſhua, 
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Joſhua, and Caleb, and to make a captain of their 
own to return to Egypt, until he ſwore in his wrath 
that they ſnould not enter into his reſt; and then 
they would go and fight, contrary to his word, com- 
mand, and oath. And all this was ſinning wilfully and 
| knowingly ; for they had ſeen his . judgments in 
Egypt, and his wonders in the wilderneſs, and his 
_ glorious majeſty on the mount, and had heard his 
voice there; and they had ſeen his fiery and cloudy 
Pillar day and night, in which he went with them 
for forty years together: the ſinning againſt all which 
is daring and perilous preſumption. 
David calls it the great tranſgreſſion, becauſe it is 
3 ſinning with a high hand againſt the covenant of 
grace, or law of faith, which is always applied and 
made known and written on the heart by the Holy 
! Spirit of God; for God miniſters not the Spirit by | 
= the works of the law, but by the hearing of faith. 
| Now, as the pfalmiſt calls the covenant of grace a 
aw, ſo he calls this fin a tranſgreſſion of it; He hath 
q remembered his covenant for ever, the Wok which be 
1 commanded to @ thouſand generations, which he mad: 
with Abraham, and his oath unto Iſaac; and confirmed 
the fame unto Jacob for a Law, and to Hfrael for an ever- 
tafting covenant. Pſalm cv. 8, 9, 10. In this paſſage 
the covenant of grace, the word of life, and the law of 
= faith, are diſtinctly mentioned; in which covenant God 
promiſes to be our God and our Father, and to give 
us the heavenly country ; all which is revealed and 


made known to us by the Holy Spirit; for he comes 
: by 


(2. 
by virtue of this covenant of promiſe, and is there- 
fare called the Spirit of promiſe. It is the covenant of 
grace; a and the Holy Spirit that comes by this co- 
venant is called the Spirit of grace. It is a covenant 
in which God promiſes to be a father to us; and 
the Spirit is called the Spirit adoption, that wit- 
neſſeth our ſonſhip ; and to commit this ſin againſt 
this great law is committing the great tranſereſſion; 
all which, in the New Teſtament, is called the ſin 
uno death, becauſe the Spizit will never regenerate, 
quicken, renew, or ſanctify, ſuch a ſinner ; and with- 
out this there 1s no ſeeing the kingdom of God, 
much leſs entering into it. Paul calls it doing de- 
bite to the Spirit of grace; and Chriſt calls it 3la/ 
pheming him and ſpeaking againſt him. 7 
Now every fin that is committed againſt the Holy 

Ghoſt is not this ſin; for, as the Holy Ghoſt is a 
perfon in the Godhead, and is truly and properly 
God, all fin that is committed is committed againſt 
him as well as againſt the Father and the Son. And, 
if every ſin be this great tranſgreſſion, then all would 
commit it, for there is not a juſt man upon earth that 
dreth good and finneth not. There are various ſins 
alſo which are expreſsly called fins againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. Some are ſaid % have rebelled, and vexed. his 
Holy Spirit. Iſaiah Ixiii. 10. Some are faid to reſiſt 
him; Ze do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt; as your fa- 
thers did, ſo do ye. Acts vii. 5 1. Others are ſaid to 
quench the Spirit; which is done by hardening the 
heart againſt all the reproofs, rebukes, counſel, cau- 

3 4 | tions, 
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tions, or warnings, that are given under his influence; 
ſo that he never takes poſſeſſion of ſuch ſinners, nor 
operates upon them, but leaves them without excuſe, 
Quench not the Spirit, deſpiſe not propheſyings. The 
Antediluvians turned a deaf ear to the miniſtry of 
Noah, who . preached under the Spirit's influence; 
and they perſiſted in ſin till they wearied that bleſſ. 
ed Spirit, and therefore God ſays, My Spirit ſhall 
not always ſtrive with man. Now, although theſe are 


expreſsly called fins againſt the Spirit, and are crying 


ſins, and ſome of them damning fins, yet 1 much 
queſtion whether they all come up to what 1s called 
doing deſpite to, or blaſpheming of, the Holy Ghoſt. 
This fin is chiefly a ſoul fin ; the ſoul is princi- 
pally concerned in it; it cannot be committed by any 


member of the body except the tongue, and even 


that can only bear a part in it: the ſoul conceives 


its bitter hatred, which is deſpite, and out of the 
abundance of malice in the heart the mouth ſpeak- 


eth. He that blaſphemetb, and he that fpeaketh againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, ſoall not be forgiven, ſaith the Lord. 


Paul killed, perſecuted, and blaſphemed; but be 
obtained mercy, wu be 4 it i e in un. 


belief. 
Peter denied bis Lk = 3 to it; but this 


ſprung not from hatred in the heart, nor was it done 


wilfully, for he had vowed and determined to abide 
by Chriſt in priſon or death; he fell haſtily, (not 


ee and that e ur and n. 
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and, * he came to himſelf, it occaſioned the 
greateſt grief that he had ever known. 

David ſinned grievouſly by his adultery, in which 
he finned againſt bis own body. 1 Cor. vi. 18. And 
he cut off Uriah with the ſword of the children of 
| Ammon, which was the power of his hand. The firſt 

ſin was through a violent temptation, and the other 
was to cloak or hide his ſhame; the firſt hardened 
the conſcience, and the ſecond crime was done de- 
liberately. But yet David had no ſpite againſt the 
perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, or the power of godli- 
neſs in the ſouls of men; nor did he ſpeak againſt 
him, nor were his crimes of a deſperate or ſpiritual 
nature, ſo as to do deſpite to the Spirit of grace. 
Did he ſpeak againſt him? No. The thought of his 
being grieved, and the fear of his departure from 
him, cut him to the quick. Tate not thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Nor did he reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt when 
he reproved him by Nathan, but immediately con- 
ſeſſed and fell before him. Let the righteous finite me, 
it hall be a kindneſs ; let bim reprove me, it ſpall be an 
excellent oil. 

The inceſtuous perſon lived and cohabited with his 
own father's wife, which was ſuch fornication as was 
not named among the Gentiles; and this was done 
and continued in when he was in a profeſſion of the 
goſpel, a member of the church, and in communion 
with it: but we have no account of his deſpiſing re- 
proof, nor rebelling againſt his ſeparation from the 
ſaints ; nor did the violent temptations which he fell 

; into 
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into harden his heart, fill him with malice againſt | 
the church, the Spirit of God, or his powerful work 
in the ſaints; ſo far from it, that he was like 70 be 
fwallowed up with overmuch forrow : hence " was 
pardoned, and received in again. | 
The fin of Thomas, in in giving n no credit to the 
teſtimony of truth by the many perſons that had 
ſeen the Lord after his reſurrection, and his decla. 
ration never to believe unleſs he ſhould thruſt his 
hand into his ſide, was doubtleſs going great lengths; 
-but this was in a violent fit of unbelief, in which 
the devil had the chief hand, in order to bar his 
heart againſt the teſtimony, in order to keep his 
ſoul from the Joys of à lively hope, by the reſurrefiim 
of Chriſt from the dead: but here was no hatred to 
_ Chriſt, or to the Spirit; for he thought the tidings 
were too good and too great to be true; nor could 
all his infidelity deſtroy the faith of intereſt Tn. Jeſus; ; 
for he had no ſooner a ſight of him 51 faith 1 
out, My Lord and my God. 

From what has been ſaid it appears to me that 
this perilous ſinner muſt be a profeſſor, or he can- 
not be guilty of this great tranſgreſſion. Cain was 
a profeſſor, and brought his offerings to God; but, 
truſting in his own performances, and being rejected 
for it, he became an open enemy to grace; his an- 
ger and reſentment roſe againſt the power of godli- 

neſs; he ſaw the approbation of heaven and the 
teſtimony of God given to his brother, and was 


wroth, and his countenance fell: the work of faith, 
and 


'" oy 3 

and the fruit of righteouſneſs, was that which of- 
fended him. Abel looked through the firſtling of 
his flock to the Lamb of God, and Cain looked to 
his ſheaf. Abel trufted in the promiſed ſeed, Cain 
to the work of his own hands. Abel expected ac- 
ceptance for Chriſt's ſake, Cain for his own per- 
| formances. The firſt offered in faith, the latter in in- 
fidelity. Abel's was by divine appointment, Cain's 
an human contrivance. Abel expected admittance 
through God's new and living way, Cain by the 
gate where the drawn ſword was placed, which 
was a rejection of Chriſt: he hated the work and 
"teſtimony of the Spirit, and in his brother fought 
againſt God, becauſe God reſpected the one and 
rejected the other; for Abel's was evangelical obe- 
dience, but Cain's was ſuperſtition and will wor- 
ſhip ; which God vindicates upon the rules of equi- 
ty, and appeals to his own conſcience; Jf thou da 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? And, if not, fin lies at rhe 
dor. My acceptance of Abel ſhall not infringe on 
thy pre-eminence as the firſt-born, for 10 thee ſhall 
be his defire (or he ſhall be ſubject to thee), and thou 
ſhalt rule over bim. But, after all this condeſcenſion 
of God, and communion with Cain about his con- 
duct, Cain flew his brother, only becauſe his own 
works were evil and his brother's righteous. - The 
devil, who was a murderer from the beginning, in- 
fluenced the one, and the Holy Ghoſt the other; 
the one was of God, and the other of Satan. This 
was the firſt perilous ſtep; and Cain was the firſt 
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man that ever broke through the bounds, or trod 
the path, of the great tranſgreſſion; and for which 
he was baniſhed, or excommunicated, from. the 
church of God, which at that time was only in 
Adam's houſehold. 
| Canaan was in the church of God, in the ark, 
but he got his curſe after he came out of it; Iſh- 
mael, Eſau, Korah, Abiram, and Dathan, and Ahi. 
thophel alſo, were all in the church of God, and all 
_ =” of them were profeſſors of religion, and they all had 
= expectations of the Meſſiah. Hence it appears that 
this great tranſgreſſor muſt be (according to all 
| the precedents that are ſet before us in holy writ) 
a profeſſor of Chriſt ; he muſt be enlightened alſo in 
ſome meaſure into the myſteries of the goſpel, and 
have ſome underſtanding of ſpiritual things; for 
1 no fin committed in ignorance and in unbelief is 
| this great rranſereſſion.. Paul obtained mercy 1 9 5 
he ſinned ignorantly. 

He muſt have had ſome es r joys 
reliſh for ſpiritual things, or ſome ſtirrings of natu- 
ral affections; or elſe he muſt remain ignorant of 

the power of godlineſs, and thereby cannot ſin 
knowingly and wilfully. Paul ſays hey taſte of tht 

» beavenly gifts, Some of the phariſees 7ejoiced in 
Fobn's light for a ſeaſon, and others taſted of ile 
powers of the world to come ; they heard the word, and 

| anon with joy received it. Their underſtandings, | 

| | | ſays Paul, were enlightened, and they were drawn 

| | into a profeſſion (as in Hebrews, chapters iv. X.) 
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Perſons thus ſtirred up, when they ſet off, their 
zeal blazes forth, a reformation enſues, a confeſſion 
is made, and a gift of utterance in prayer and 
ſpeaking follows ; and then church fellowſhip takes 
place, the unclean ſpirit goes out, enmity and preju- 
judice againſt - the truth appear to vaniſh, and all 
inward oppoſition againſt Chriſt abates ; carnal eaſe 
and ſecurity, falſe peace, joy, light, ſpeculative 
knowledge, untempered zeal, falſe confidence, and 
feigned love, all work together to complete the cha- 
tacter of this hypocrite in Zion. 

But, when the unclean ſpirit returns to his 1 
begins to operate upon this man's unrenewed mind, 
and upon his undiſcovered and unſubdued luſts, 
his joys wither, for want of the root of divine love; 
his zeal abates, under the motions and ſtirrings of 
ſin and ſatan; when guilt appears, conſcience 
awakes, and wrath begins to work; and then his 
diſſembled love waxes cold, and his confidence 
ſtaggers; for, as Chriſt ſays, ſuch for a while believe; 
and then the lamp goes out, and his falſe heart is 
diverted, either into the letter of the law, into 
ſome abominable hereſy, or into the world. His 
affections being abated, and his zeal quenched, he 
now begins to find his feigned love alienated from 
Chriſt, and from his ſaints. The chriſtian who knew 
him purſues him, and entreats him; but he remains 
fullen and unmoved : the chriſtian at laſt conſiders - 
him, and tells him honeſtly wherein he thinks he 
was deficient in his profeſſion ;' at which he imme- 

diately 
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diately goes into ſelf; ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf.exaln- 
tion, with his mind alienated from the juſt, and all 


affection to them turned to hatred: he then goes 
over to the bond children, with whom he finds an 
union, even in the bonds of ſervile fear and legal ſtrife ; 
all which time conſcience is neither ſatisfied nor ſilent, 


dut accuſes him, and refuſes to bear a teſtimony, 


or to let him have peace in any dead work or legal 


performance done by him, but makes his counte- 


nance teſtify againſt him: this knits his brows, 
and beclouds his mind; wrath works in him, and 
ſatan, his deceiver, begins to reproach him; tho 
doctrines of God's ſovereignty are oppoſed, and 
free-will is embraced ; imputed righteouſneſs is de- 
ſpiſed, and dead works are pleaded for; divine 
energy is exploded, and human ability contended for, 
Theſe bonds of iniquity not only:tie him to the 
bond-children, : but lead him to ſympathize and 


feel for all the primitive apoſtates; his bowels ſound 


towards them, his affections are knit to them; 
and he contends for them; and in this channel 
runs the whole current of his affections. Cain, Eſau, 
and Judas, become the objects of his pity, and his 
companions, till the congregation he is in union 


city becomes his bane ; the gall of bitterneſs works 
in him, till a ſaint with a broken heart provokes 
him; the power of godlineſs enrages and exaſpe | 
rates him; and, at laſt, envy, hatred, and malice, 
overcome and poſſeſs him; and then no ſimple ſou}, 
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no true penitent, no miniſter that enforces trurh, 
and inſiſts upon the Spirit's work, can ſtand befote 
him ; his ſoul hates Zion, and he is deſolate ; every 
report of the application of truth, and the ſavoury 
enjoyment of power, touches him; and if is @ vex- 
ation only to underſtand the report: he perceives that 
every diſcerning chriſtian ſees his nakedneſs and his 
ſhame, and therefore he ſhuns and hates the 
light: the meek and ſimple deportment of the 
juſt provoke and exaſperate him ; till, at length, 
no character in the pulpit, or profeſſor in the pew, 
that has an honeſt and a good heart, can live or ſtand 
before his envy ; and his Bart fretteth againſt the 
| LTard: he cavils at him, as partial and unjuſt ; and 
imagines himſelf injured and diſhonoured by him: 
he hates the name of his ſecret decrees and coun- 
cils, until the malice of his heart breaks out into 
words and actions; and then he has no other way 
of caſing his mind than by opening his mouth to 
vent his ſpleen in public ridicule and ſlander before 
the enemies of God, which is called 4 crucifying 
of Chrift afreſh, and putting him to open ſhame. | 
| Satan, having thus beaten him off from all his 
preſumptuous claims upon Chriſt, and from all the 
profeſſion of his name and truth, then leads him 
to attack and oppoſe the power of godlineſs in the 
ſouls of the ſaints; which is commencing open 
hoſtility againſt the Spirit of God, and that know - 
ingly and wilfully, Simplicity, meekneſs, tender- 
neſs, xodlcientionſpels contrition, humility, godly 
| ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, fervour, pious zeal, earneſtneſs, experience, 
holy familiarity with God, love, joy, and peace, are 
things that his ſoul hates; he deſpiſes them, ſpeaks 
evil of them, reſiſts them, and hates all thoſe who 
enjoy them: and, if he is at any time inwardly 


checked by conſcience, and for a few minutes he 
relents, it ſoon goes off, and the heart appears more 
callous, his mind more ſtubborn, and his malice 


and revenge more rampant, than ever. An apoſtate 


thus armed with envy, and whoſe palate is thus vi- 


tiated, finds no entertainment ſo ſweet as that of ſe- 


dueing the ſaints or followers of Chriſt. If he can 


corrupt a weakling from the ſimplicity that is in 
Jeſus; if he can lead any believer into error; if 
the can prejudice any againſt the Lord and his ways 
and alienate their minds from him; if he can dif- 


treſs, rob, ſtrip, or plunder, any child of God of his 


peace and comfort; if he can ſee any miſconduct 
in an eminent believer, or hear of the falls of any 
who are noted for faith and practice; of any dif- 
cords among the juſt, or of the apoſtacy of any | 
that have ſtood high in profeſſion; or make any 
one | miſerable who has walked comfortably ; theſe 
things are his ſweeteſt morſels; he eats up the fin 
of God's people; and this duſt is the ſerpent's meat, 


it is the food of devils. And this is counteracting 


the Spirit in his work and operations, and is doing 


deſpite to him. None are ſo hateful to him as hum- | 
dle ſouls; he watches for their halting, and magni- 
fies himſelf when their feet lip ; and rejoices if ” 
DT, | a 
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de but diſhonoured; and, if he hears of or ſees the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the proſperity of thoſe © 
whom his ſoul hates, it inwatdly ſinks and grieves 
him ; and, if at any time he meets with reproof or 
rebuke for his madneſs, and is cloſely preſſed by the, 
righteous, who contend for the power of the Spirit, 

and who upbraid him for his former hypocritical 
profeſſion, he then breaks out into open blaſphemy, 
| by ſpeaking evil of the power of godlineſs and the 
poſſeſſors of it, in order to ſtop their mouth; and 
" completes the great rranſereffion, for it is blaſ- 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Such a finner is 
in league and union with ſatan, and has the mind 
of the devil himſelf, as Chriſt ſays of the phariſees, 
You are of your father the devil, Such are influenced 
and actuated by him as they were; His works ye twill 
4h. Such rejoice at an opportunity of doing miſ- 

chief to the cauſe of Chriſt ; This is your hour and the 
powers of darkneſs. It is the powers of darkneſs that 
drive them on, as it did the phariſees, tili they 
called 'the maſter of the houſe, the Lord of Hoſts, 
Beelzebub, and the power of the Holy (Ghoſt «+ 
inſernal agency; charging the Saviour with 1 
influenced by a foul ſpirir. | 

The evident tokens of this great tramſpreſton are 

various; ſome are given up to uncommon light- 
neſs and levity which we often ſee in perſons poſs 
ſeſſed by an evil ſpirit, who are filled with 2 
fora an hour together, | 
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GABAT EXPLOITS BY SIMPLE MEANS. 


And Samfon ſaid, With the ju bene of an af, heaps 
upon heaps, with the jaw-bone of an : of have I Jain 
rn men. Judges xv. 16. | | | 


"Tarot Ml FE of God who have appeared in 

the world at different times, and who have cut ſuch 

7. figure and performed ſuch wonders upon earth, 

both in the antediluvian world, in the age of the pa- 

triarchs, and under the former diſpenfation, all ap- 

peared as perſonating, repreſenting, and introducing, | 

3 one greater, that is, Cnkisr Jrsvs, in whom all 

-— their offices and characters meet and centre. _ 

M.-toſes repreſents him as Mediator; Aaron as 

High Prieſt of ow profeſſion; Joſhua as Captain 

of our falvation ; the Judges as Judge of quick and 

* dead; the prophets as the great Prophet of his 

church; David as King of Ifrael; . AO 25 
Prince of Peace and Builder of the temple; and 

. . Samſon as Iſrael's great Deliverer. ET | 

 , There wasan Modder pon por nh nl 

plw⸗ayed in the conception and birth of this hero; 

_ the * of the * * the Lord himſelf, 

reve | 
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reveals it to the wife of Manoah, who was by na- > 
ture barren,” The Lord tells her this, Behold, tow, 
thou art barren, but thou alt conceive and beat à ſon- 
hence it is plain that Samſon was a child, or an heir 
of promiſe ; and, as he was to ſpting froth ohe who 
was by nature barren, it is as plain that the power of 
God was put forth to make that barren tree bear. 
Chriſt alſo was the promiſed ſeed, and a greater 
power was SEL? in the wonderful conception ol , 
him. | 
B | Samſon was to be a Nasse 68 God, ad Jeſs 
| was to be called Netzer, be branch, the branch of 
the Lord, which is beautiful and glorious; ſanCtified 
and devoted to the ſervice of God from the womb. 

And the woman bare a ſon, and called bis name Sam- 
jn; and the child grew, and the Lord bleſſed bim. And 
| the Spirit of God began to move bim at trmes in the 
« camp of Dan, In this alſo he was a type of him 
who had grace poured into his lips, and who is bleſſ- 
| ed for evermore, and who at twelve years old was 
ſo moyed by the Spirit to ſpeak as to aſtoniſn the 
Jewiſn doctors with his underſtatiding and anſwers. 

Samſon fees a woman of Timnah, a Philiſtine, 
whom he loved, and deſires his father and his mo- 
ther to get her for him to wife, Judges xiv. 1, 2. 
This was contrary to the law of God; but God is 
above all law, for even this thing war of the' Lord. | 
Judges xiv, 4. We know that there were women 
enough in Iſrael; but this thing muſt be done torepre - 


ſent what his antetype would do, who has' done he 8 
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fame thing. Chriſt ſees the elect Gentiles, and fall 
in love with them; and he deſired his Father and 
3 mother to get them for him to wife. Well, ſas 
the Father, A me, and Lhball give thee the heathen fir 
bine inheritance, and the: uttermoſt parts of the earth 
fer thy poſſeſſion.” Pſalm ii,” 8. Chriſt deſires his mo- 
ther (goſpel Zion), the Jewiſh church, to ſend forth 
Barnabas and Paul to the Gentiles ; and ſhe did fo, 
and defrayed their expenſes in the work; They went 
: | forth for his name's ſake, taking nothing of the Gentiles; 
+ - on they eſpouſed the Gentiles 70 4 eee e 
5 preſented them as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt.” 
But in Samſon's courtſhip -there was & lion 5 the 
way; but Samſon rent lim as he would rend à kid. And 
there was alſo.a lion in Chrift's way; the old roar- 
ing lion of the bottomleſs. pit, who roared ſad) 
againſt him in the hearts of his perſecutors; but the 
| Saviour r e Bim who: Bad the pocer of death, 
= that is the devil. And there was a young lion that 
| roared, againſt Jeſus in the | miniſtry: of Paul, 1 
mean that ſavage Beaſt, the pagan Roman empire. 
But, faith Paul, Inas delivered out of. the mouth of 
8 the lion. 2 Tim. iv. 17:44 And both were ſoon rent. 
; Many of the Lord's murderers. were converted at the 
3 2 preaching of Peter, Acts ii. 415· and the Roman lion 
5 was at 'a long run rent, and .the re under Con. 7 
ſtantine became chriſtian -k ol. Bs 39" 
11, Samſon returns: and nds ah; in 155 carcaſe # the } 
1. . and ſo does the true Delivprer of Iſrael; for, in 
many a n wo 8 heart which has been the 
"a" 4 X . | ſtrong 


(6 199 ©) N 


ſtrong man's. palace, where ſatan has avid; and 
' ruled,” and out of whoſe heart and mouth ſatan hath. 
often roared, there_bath been found the feeet conſola-* 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, compared to boney (Prov. xxiv. 
13) and the precious promiles of the goſpel, which 
art foveeter than honey, and the ORs Plam UK,” 
10. cxix. 103. | 
GSamſon eats; Gove of the FR a ſo Pe. his 
father and mother; and what ſaith our. great Deli- 
verer? Why he faith, I have eaten my honeycomb 
with my honey ; eat, O friends. Cant. v. 1. Yea, af- | 
ter his reſurrection from the dead, as ſcon as he had 
deſtroyed the old lion, bey gave bim a piece of byoil- 
ad fiſh, and of an honeycomb. Luke xxiv. 42. And 
Zion, our venerable mother, feeds on the Ga fare; 
yea, and even our heavenly Father is better pleaſed 
with our ſweet: ſavour of Chriſt than with /eveet 
cane. Iſaiah xiii. 24. He taketh pleaſure in the proſ- 
perity of his ſervants, and ſaith at the return ot 5 
ptodigal, Let us eat and be merry. Luke xv. 23. 
Samſon's feaſt, and the riddle put forth at it, were 
the. occaſion of the firſt diſturbances among the 
Philiſtines; and Chriſt has made a moſt delicious 


put forth a riddle. that hath puzzled the moſt. wiſe 
and prudent in the world, and all others, except che 2 
ſew that plow. with his heifer,, And ſure I am that 
the deſtruction of the old lion by the Lord Jeſus 
FT Chriſt, and the deſtruction of ſin in the ſouls of men 

1 25 bleſſed e and ſweet word of the Lord Ss - 


faſt for his bride. and all his bridal friends, and am 


(ac 
the ſubſtance of the goſpe! myſtery to this "On 
What is fironger than a lion, and what is fweeter, thay 
| honey ? To anſwer this ſpiritually, brian 

„Va good explanation of the riddle. 

* But Samſon's wife was given to his companion, 
. had uſed as his friend. The Lord Jeſus 
Was a huſband to the whole Jewiſh church; and they | 

called him ſo, and boaſted much of the Meſſiah; 
but che great doctors and fathers of that national 
Church, by their rejection of Chriſt, and by their 
© "threatenings, excommunications, and murders of his 
_ _ ſaints, gave themſelves and others up to the law, and 
to Moſes, and rejected the divine wooer, for which 

dhe was put away; and ous POR. * . 

Hoſea ii. 5, 

Ihe Saviour had a ſpouſe 4d in the Sena: em · 
pie but a'pretended friend of the Lord's, fuch 
as Samſon had, ſeduced that national church to apoſ. 

_ racy, and, under the character of the Lord's bi- 
| ſhop, beeame the Lord's rival, ſtyling kinſeit the 
head of the church and a God on earth. | Fab 
And what did Samſon's wife get by her conduct: 
She was burnt with fire, And what did the Jewiſh | 
fynage gue ger? Why, the Romans burnt the tem- 
ple and many in it with fire; and, if the Lord's 

© threatenings fell upon them that they could not eſcape 
| the darmation of bell, then they were burnt in à worle 
fire. And ſhall the great whore of Babylon eſcape 
for her adultery? No. She ſhall he utterly burnt with = 
tr fy Arong is MM . Ges AO * 3. * 


( 20x "2. 
he will judge ber as one that breaketh ved 4 
3 The law requires that all prigſir daugh- 
ters (as the Jewiſh ſynagogue and popiſh church 
are), # if they Play the whore, Jun be burnt with fre. 


Levit. xxi. 9. 
But (to be ſhort) Samſon was raiſed upa Ae 


ſor Iſrael, and he fer his heart upon their deliver- 
ance; and he ſought many occaſions againſt the 
enemies of God's people; and the Saviour had the 
day of vengeance in his heart when the year of bis re« 
deemed was come, Samſon admitted even harlots to 
| his boſom, and revealed his greateſt. ſecrets to them; 
and even idolaters, ſpiritual harlots, as well as pub- 


 keans and literal harlots, have been taken into union 


| vith our great Deliverer, who in the days of his 7 
eſh, and ever ſince, hath received finners and eaten 
with them z and to ſuch poor miſerable creatures the 
greateſt myſteries of his kingdom have been and ſtill 
are revealed, while they are hid from 1 the wiſe and 
prudent, 5 8 
Samſon was bound and ddlivere 3 into the *** 
of his enemies by, his own people, whom he was 
| born to deliver; and fo was Chriſt bound, and ſent 
to Herod, and to the Roman governor, and into 
the hands of the Gentiles, They blinded Samſon, 
and they blindfolded Chriſt ; the former ground 
in the mill, and the latter was ground himſelf, to be. 
the bread of life for his people. Samſon was put in 
priſon, and the Lord was taken from priſon and from 
en, * in his greateſt diſtreſs, was called 
| forth 


_ ( 202 ) 


| forth to * ſport; and Chriſt, in his gteateſt 280. 
nies, was buffeted, ſmote, mocked, ſpit upon, en- 
robed, crowned with thorns, ſceptered with a reed, 
called upon to propheſy who ſmote him; they bow- 
cd the knee to him, derided ys and oe N 
mous things againſt him. 
But Samſon did not long make wore; "ha Joy of 4 
theſe hypocritical ſportſmen was but for a moment; he 
bowed with all his might, and lifted up the two main 


ter into weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, though he 
buried himſelf in the ruins. And ſo the greater Judge 


' of Iſrael, when he bowed his head, threw.down / 
and death, the two main pillars of fatan's king - 


dom, and triumphed over principalities and powers, 
and oyercame the world; and by the reſurrection of 
many of the dead, the appearance of them to many 
living in the city, the darkneſs, the earthquake, and 
the deſcent of the angels from heaven, ſoon put a 
ſtop to the deriſion of the Jews, and made the Ro- 
man centurion ſmite his preaſt. ang: he, folders 
. 1 7 
With the jaw bone of an 1 have 7 bee a theuen | 
men. The 2fs is a dull, ſluggiſh, head-ſtrong, ob⸗ 
ſtinate animal; and to this creature is fallen man 
| compared ; Vain man would fain be wi viſe, though mat 
Be born like a wild-afs's colt. Job xi. 12. This flug- 
giſh animal is noted for ſtrength, and ſeems to be 
5 deſigned chiefly for burdens; and to this creature Ja- 
cob e the a tribe of Iſfachar. Hachar iss 
DT toy tes eh, | 8 run 


pillars of the idol's s temple, and turned all their laugh- 4 
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ring 40 n down between 1290 Ale ; be ſary | 
that reff vas good, and the land that it was Pleaſant, 
and bowed his ſhoulders to bear, and _ a JIE 
to tribute. Gen. xlix. 14. e 
The aſs under the law was ung among the 
unclean beaſts, and was never to be offered as a fa- 
 crifice, when bulls and he-goats were; and there 
re myſtical aſſes that will never fall as ſacrifices to 
divine erer, when _— w_ Wold of ug hens | 
goats will. 1 i 
The fehle; geen 9 was to „Wee ba | 
land”; and, if thiu wilt not redeem it, then thou ſhalt 


tical aſſes which are redeemed by the Lamb of God; 
and thoſe that are not will have their necks broke; 
that is, all their falſe confidences and their falſe 
claims upon Chriſt will be broken off, and they will 
be ſeparated from him, who is the head of the church. 
The church of God bears the name of this beaſt; 4 
wild aſs uſed to the wilderneſs, that ſnuffeth up the wind 
at ber pleaſure, in her occaſion who. can turn her way? 


month they ſhall find her. Jer. ii. 24. 
The ſcriptures give an account of two animals 


that have ſpoken in the world, the ſerpent and the 
os. The voice of the firſt was to deſtroy man, and 
to bring him under the curſe of God; the voice of 
the latter woas to rebuke the madue 9% of a prophet, who 
was going to curſe tbem whom the Lord bad Bleſſed. 


opened 


break its neck. Exodus xiii. 13. And there are myſ- 5 | 


All they that ſeelt her will not Weary e in 8 


The 8 opened the mouth of the ſerpent, but Gd 


{2} 
opened the mouth of the 2/5. And there are fer. 
pents, and a generation of vipers, in the world, that 
ſpeak for Satan to this day; and there ate myſtical 

 afes that ſpeak for God. What the ſerpent ſaid was 
lies, but the whole ſpeech of the aſs was true ; and 
ſhe appealed to Balaam's conſcience for  confirma- 

tion, and he was obliged to juſtify her in der ness 1 

and take the guilt and ſname to himſelf. 5 

Balaam ſmote the aſs, and wiſhed for 2 5 
his hand to kill her, only becauſe ſhe turned out of 

the way that was peryerſe before God, cruſhed his foot 


againſt the wall, and fell under bim, rather dm 


carry him to the point of the angels drawn ſword; 
and there are ſome in the world now that would be 
glad to ſce the death of thoſe aſſes that want to pre·- 
vent their being cus gſunder, an e e 
appointed with hypocrites and unbelievers) | 
The aſs: is a creature that in general ep 
burden, - ſlavery, and drudgery; and there is no 
heavier burden than ſin, and no worſe drudgery than 
that of the ſervice of ſatan. But -20ho-hath ent out 
the wild fs free, er w0bo hath lied the bands of th 
« wild afs Job xxxix. p. I anſwer, the ſame glorious 
perſon that ſaid to his diſciples, Loofe the-afs and the 
colt, and bring them unto me; and, if the owner ſay, Why 
looſe ye them, ſay, Becauſe the Lord hath need of them, 


nd be will fend them. And it is a bleſſed thing to 


be made free from the bondage of ſin and death; and 
mop. ſhall: ſurely be Go which the A hath 
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need of; m 7 be make then free tho ee 
indeed. 

e eee 2 al of this. creature 
it hath been uſed: and preferred before the horſe hy 
many very great perſonages in the world; the vene-' 


| to offer up his ſon, Gen. xxii. 3,15. The ram was 
offered upon the mount for a ſacrifice, while the 
ſervant was bid to abide with the afs at the ſoet. 
The judges of Iſrael uſed to ride upon white ages. 
Judges v. 10. But what is the moſt remarkable 
inſtanee, is, that the King of Iſrael, the King of 
kings,” and Lord of lords, ſhould chooſe this defpi-' 
cable anima! to ride on; but no wonder, when he 
hath choſen the weak, the fooliſh, and the baſe things 
of this dagen to conſbund the ne . vale; _ 
| the noble. 

There were ee chat went before. on- 
ceming the Lord's appearance on this creature ; the 
ribe of Judah was to have a hand in this: Bind- 
ing bis foal: unto the vine, and his afs's colt unto the 
choice vine, Gen, xlix. 11. And it is plain that the 


_ als colt. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; out, 
O daughter of Jeruſalem e behold, thy King cometh unto = 

thee: he in juſt, and having ſalvatiun; lowly, and 'rids 

iy pine; anger colt fe" 

Tech. ix. 9. 

Stupid as this creature is, the blind and ignorant 


= - | 15 ſchool 


ld Je Chriſt, the living vine, was ſeerr upon an 


W bave —_ apts by it, and ſent to 
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ſchool to W The or knoweth bir owner, . 
bis maſter”s crib ; but Hrael doth not know (his owner), 
my people doth not conſider. Iſalah i. 3. And hence 
we lee that young afſes have been redeemed with alamb ; 
that the Lord hath opened the mouth f an -aſs 40 
" ſpeaks + that be bath ſeut out the wild aſs free; | 

that the Lord himſelf ordered the aſſes to. be logſed and 
- brought to; bim, fur ibat be had need of them ; and 
that the church of God is hn and called 
by the name of, this creaure : yea, and about the 
time of Jeruſalem's ruin, when the judgments of 
God were comiag on, before and after the deſola- 
tion of that city, when many eminent miniſters of 
the goſpel were ſent out into the world to preach, 
and many inferior ones, ſuch as ordinary teachers 
and helpers, they are called by the name of oxen 
and aſſes. V ben it ſhall hail, coming down. onthe fo- 
reſt 5. aud the city ſpall be low in a low place. Blefed 
are ye that ſaw beſide all waters, that ſend forth thi. 
ther: the feet of the o and the aſs," Iſaiah xxxii. 19, 20. 
The hail that came down upon the ſoreſt was the 
judgments. of Chriſt upon his unconverted enemies, 
wꝛho were not trees of rigbteouſneſs in the Lords 
0 2 but corrupt trees in a foreſt: be gily in 
low: place is Jeruſalem. in her calamities and deſola- 
dions; ſowing beſide all waters is preaching, the word 
anon all nations; ſending, forth the fect, of the or 

- and the aſs is ſending out freſh labourers into the 
Lord's. huſbandry, ſome in the yoke wy. Hom: with 

the — „ 

Ar. upon heap with the la, dane 75 an PD 5 9 
Lais 
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1 ſlain 4 thouſand men. But Samſon, ſlew. his ene 
mies not with a live aſs, but with the jaw- bone of 5 
dead one. Frue, and the myſtical aſs of which L am Ps 
ſpeaking is not fit for the Lord's work till he is ; 
dead; a ſinner alive in himſelf, and alive: to fin, is of no 

ule. The commandment came, fin revived, and. I died, 

ſays Paul; 1 am crucified with Chriſt, Jam crucified, 

to the world, and the world is crucified unto me. 

Such aſſes are of uſe to carry the Lord, and to bear 

him among the Gentiles. . But Samſon flew his foes 

with the jaw-bone, of this creature. True, and ſo 


doth the Lord. And this goſpel of; the kingdom ſhall. 
be preached. to all nations for a, witneſs againſt them, 


and then ſhall the end come.; Real miniſters in the 

miniſtry are made the ſavour of death unto death, 

and of life unto. life. But can a man preach without 

moying his jaw-bone? I ſuppoſe not. Peter, under 

one ſermon, was the ſavour of life unto life to three 

thouſand ſouls. Acts i ll, 41. But chere was a great 

company of mockers who, charged Peter with in 

toxication. 1 7 290. mockers bad their bangs made ſtrong, 

Iaiah xxviii, 22. And to. how, many of theſe 

vas Peter. a ſavour of death unto death? I. fpaſe 5 n 

the Saviour ſlew: more by the moving of P 'cter's, = 

atv: bone than ever Samſon did. Samſon lex. a [4 
thouſand men: but our David, by the fooliſhneſs of ; 

preaching, hath ſain his ten thouſands, He Hall 

Judge among the heathen ; ; Be hat fill the places with . 

* 4498; bodies (as gamen did); he fall. aun the, | 

bead 


x 
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beads over many countries. Pſalm cx, 6. This 
laughter is Heaps upon heaps. "TY 
When Samſon had ſlain his enemies 4 violent 
5 tbirſt came upon bim, which was ſatisfied by à mira - 
culous ſpring of water; and when Chriſt wounds the 
| heads over divers countries, and fills the places with 

the dead bodies, it is added, He ſhall drink of the 
brook in the way, therefore Jhall be * up bis bead. 
Pfalm cx. 7. 


' Samſon flew them bip and high. By 1 1 u un · 
derſtand foot ſoldiers, who move their hips in 


marching; and by zbigh horſe ſoldiers, who uſe 
cheir thighs in riding: hip and thigh is foot and 
horſe. And this work is not over yet; the riders n 
horſes bave been confounded as well as them that pad 
the hoof. Samſon wiſhed to be avenged of his ad- 
verſaries for his rwo eyes; the glory of the Lord is 
called Spes, Ifaiah xxxviit 5 and his church he 
apple of bis eye, Tech. f. 8. And for the fake of 
theſe he will be avenged of his enemies, and of them 
that hate him, and hate Zion. The moſt myſte- 
rious judgment executed by Samfon was burning 
the harveſt of the Philiſtines with fire-brands car- 
noed by foxes. God compares falſe prophets to 
theſe” cunning ſtinking vermin. O Yael, thy pro- 
Patz are like the foxes in the deſert, Exck. xiit. 4. 
And falſe doctrine is falſe fire. Walk in the light if 
gour fire, and in the ſparks that ye have tindled; this 


# ne have at — #5 


Y ena | 
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Iatah I. 11. Chriſt promiſes to ſend not only three 
hundred, but many of theſe falſe prophets. Aud falſe 


Cbriſts ſhall come, yea, many ſhall come in my name, and 
fhall deceive many. And theje ſhall ſet fire. both to the 
| fares aud to the ſtubble. Samſon is ranked among 
the Lord's worthies. The time would fail me to tell of 


Gideon, and Barak, and of Samſon. Heb. xi. 32. Heap 


upon heaps, with the Jaesrhone 1 an 9. 1 J * a 
thouſand msn. 
Now for the myſtery of his enge aid W i 


was concealed ; not in his back, nor yet in his ſnhoul- 


ders, nor in his arms, for we are to put no truſt in ei- 
ther of theſe. Let not the ſirong man glory in his ſtrength. 


Samſon's ſtrength was hid in a Jock of his hair; a ſtrange 


match! the greateſt power in the weakeſt members, 
Samſon's hair was a type of God's elect, as ſure as 
Samſon was a type of Chriſt. Chriſt is the head of 
the church; and all his members ſtick as cloſe to 
him as Samſon's locks did to his head. But the 
| locks of his head were-ſhorn off; true, and this has 


been done over again ſince that time by the expreſs 


order of S Aud thou, 2 of man, take thee a arp 
knife, take thee a barber's raſor, and cauſe it to paſs upon 


thine head, and upon thy beard ; then take thee bolances 


to weigh, and divide the hair, Thou ſhalt burn with 
fre a third part, in the mid} of the city, when the days 
of the ſiege are fulfilled; and thou Salt take a third part, 

and ſmite about it with 4 knife ; and. a third part thou 
ſhall ſcatter into the wind, and I will draw out a fivord 


fer them. Thos Jha alſo take theresf a. few in 
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number, and bind them in thy ſkirts. Then take of they 
again, and caſt them into the midſt of the fire, and 
burn them in the fire; for thereof ſhall a fire-come furth 

into all the houſe of Iſrael, Ezekiel v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
This prophet is a type of Chriſt the great prophet 
In his incarnation, and therefore is repeatedly called 
the ſon of man from one end of his book to the 


other, as Chriſt calls himſelf throughout his Whole 


goſpel. Now the Meſſiah had cauſed the national 
church of Iſrael to cleave to him, their king and 
head, as Ezekiel's hair had cleaved to his head; 
and they were as helpleſs without him as the pro- 
phet's hair when ſevered from his head. Cuzting of 
the hair prefigured the ſword of war, Chaldean and 
Roman, and Iſrael's baniſhment and ſeparation from 
God's temple, and his preſence there. Weighing the 
hair ſhewed his juſt dealings with them; they were 
weighed in the balances and found wanting, 

Dividing the hair ſhewed their different calamities 
according to the nature of their crimes. One part 
was to be burnt, which ſhewed the fire of God's 

jealouſy, and that ſome ſhould be burnt in Jeruſa- 
lem, and ſome roafted i in the fire in Babylon, Jer. 
xxix. 22. Another part was to be ſmitten with a knife. 
| Theſe were to be ſcattered into the wind, and numbered 
to the ſtourd. And a few in number were to be bound 
in the prophet”s ſkirt. Theſe were thoſe that the Lord 
bid to live when be paſſed by them and ſpread bis ſkirt 
over them, Ezekiel xvi. 8. Nevertheleſs, even 


* to be put into 8 the furnace of 
1 
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' affliction; and another prophet tells us who they 
were, And I will bring the third part through the 
fire, and I will refine them as ſilver is refined, and I will 
iry them as gold is tried: they ſball call on my name, and 
I will hear them; I will ſay, It is my people; and they 


ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God. Zech. xiii. 9. And from 


theſe a fire was to go out into all the houſe of Iſrael. 
And this was fulfilled: in the apoſtles' days; they ook 
bold of the ſtirt of bim that wwas a Jew, and he made 
them 7he light of the world; and by the cloven tongue the 
Lord made theſe his miniſters a flaming fire, and the 
whole houſe of Iſrael that oppoſed their doctrine 
was as ſtubble before them; and the day of the Lord, that - 
burnt as an oven, left neither root nor branch of them in 
the land of Iſrael. Samſon's hairs were his weakeſt 
members, but here lay the Lord's power; and ſo it 
is now, the weakeſt ſouls that cleave to Chriſt have 
the greater ſhare of promiſed ſtrength. Let the weak 
ſay, Tam ſtrong. To them that have no might he increaſeth 
firength, for his ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 
Heaps upon heaps, with the jaw-bone of an aſs have I ſlain 
«thouſand men: true, and the jaw-bone is flaying full, 
and that with a much greater Daughter. 


; 
* 
* * 
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7 boſe are is which were not "te fied with women, fr 


they a are Os Kev. iv. + 5 
ain tal 
Is 8 8 Ping we have an account tr 
the bealt of Rome and his religion, of his admirers 
and, followers, of his adherents and worſhippers; 
conſiſting of ſuch perſons as have not their names 
written in the Lamb's book of life : likewiſe of the 
crueky the pope has exerciſed upon the ſaints in kill 
ing thoſe who would not fubmit to > his 8 
doctrines. E RE \ . 
In this chapter we have a an account ol the eoerlaſt- 
ing goſpel being preached to every nation, kindred; tongue, | 
and people ; 7 the hour of Chriſt's judgment being 
come, when he will avenge the blood of his faints 
by executing judgment on them that ſhed it; and 
of the fall of Babylon. After which we read of a 
vaſt number of ſouls called and converted to Chriſt, 
expreſſed figuratively by an hundred and forty and 
four thouſand; all of whom appear in an open pro- 
feſlian of faich, and are repreſcnted as ſtanding on 


* Zion, which is the milicant church on 
| 7 earth, 
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earth, diſtinguiſhed from the triumphant church, 
which is called the heavenly Jeruſalem. 

In this bleſſed company the Zamb of God is feen 
ſanding, he being the head of the church, and now 
ſtanding up to plead the cauſe of his people againſt 
their enemies, and as gathering them together to 
himſelf. The various voices of this company are 
faid to be from heaven, becauſe the kingdom of 
| heaven was already ſet up in their hearts; and be- 
cauſe their birth, happy deliverance, and happy ſtate, 
were all from heaven. Their voices are compared 
to many waters, expreſſive of the large concourſe of 
fouls now flocking to Chriſt; and to thunder, ſig- 
nifying their loud acclamations of joy, and their 
triumphs over their enemies; and to harps, expreſ- 
five of the melody of their ſouls. Aud they ſang a new 
mg, which none could learn but thoſe that were with 
the Lamb on mount Zion. This is peculiarly offe of 
the ſongs of Zion, which cannot be ſung by a ſtran- 
ger in a ſtrange land; none but pardoned fouls, who 
have the application of the atonement on them, can 
fay, Thou haſt redeemed us. | 
 Theſeare they which were not defiled with Women, 10 
they are virgins. At firſt ſight this company appears 
a perfect band indeed, eſpecially if we conſider that 
not only adultery and fornication are intended by this 
defilement, but that he that looks on a woman and luſts 
after ber bath committed adultery with her already in 
bis heart. To be free from this defilement in every 
| 2 in thought, look, deſire, word, and deed, is 
P 3 eſcaping 
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eſcaping the. corruption of t this miſerable world witha a Wit- 
neſs. Neither Abraham, Jacob, David, or Solomon, 


could ſtand amines this number; for they had all 


of chettiötſer women beſides their lawful wives, for 
3 they had no command, leave, or grant, from 
God; for from. the beginning it was not ſo. | 

hi nts ſet this firſt bad example, who is not 
to be followed in any ſenſe, being of the race of 
Cain; he was a polygamiſt, and, like his father, 4 
murderer. The example God ſet to the world was 
forming one woman for one man, and marrying 
theſe two, calling them no more twain, but one fcſh, 


Dal ii. 15. 


Virgin is th pure I name 1 18 So to al 4 


"OY en of Chriſt, whether gracious or graceleſs. 
1A Sn went forth to meet the bridegroom, froe were 


wiſe, and froe were fooliſh, The five wiſe virgins 
which. entered i into-the marriage chamber had oil in 
their veſſels, or the Spirit's grace in their hearts; and 
the fooliſh had not, on which account they were diſ- 
owned by the bridegroom : and no wonder, when the 
ſcriptures declare that, if any man have not the Spirit of 


_ Cbrift, he is none of his, nor will he ever be acknow- 


ledged by him. 
__ Theſe virgins A Cee in this age are gi 
ritual virgins. . Their bridegroom is the laſ Adam, 


the quickening Spirit, who now inhabits a ſeiritual body, 


as we all ſhall at the end of time. His virgins there- 


fore are not earthly, but ſpiritual or heavenly virgins; 
for as js the beavenly, ſuch are they fo that are beaven: | 
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hy, far they bear his i image ; and, as * the earthy, PR 


are they alſo that are earthy. 


A viſe and ſpiritual virgin, in the ſenſe of n . 


| is one that is a partaker of the Spirit of Chriſt ; into 


| whoſe heart the word of truth has come with power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt ; who believes in Chriſt, has a 


heart purified by faith, and by faith is juſtified, having: 


bis righteouſneſs imputed, apprehended, and enjoyed f 


by the faith of him. Chriſt always receives his ſpouſe 


in the wedding garment which he has wrought out for 


her; this is called ſpreading his ſtirs over her, entering 
into covenant with her, and ſhe becomes his. Ezek. xvi. 


3. He never received Adam nor Eve into fellow- 
ſhip with himſelf till he himſelf had clothed them: 
nor the prodigal ſon till the beſt robe was put upon 


him; then, but not till then, does he feed on this fatted 
calf, and wear the ring. | 


Furthermore, a ſpiritual virgin is one that hag the 


love of God ſhed abroad in her heart, who has ſpi- 


ritual affections, who lovesChriſt and cleaves to him; 
for this is the bond of union, and ſuch are one ſpirit 


vith Jeſus; he loves them, and they love him. For 7 


have eſpouſed you to one huſband, that 1 may preſent you 
a chaſte vir gin to Chriſt. 2 Cor. xi. 2. Paul had been 


inſtrumental i in the converſion of theſe Corinthians, 


and he had commended them to the Lord on whom they be- 


lieved, But what were the characters of theſe Corin- 


thians previous to their eſpouſals? I anſwer, ſo bad, 
that they will bear no inveſtigation. Know ye not that 


the unrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 


F4 - not 
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ul deceived: neither fornicators, nor idilaters, nor adul- 
 terers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor N me, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the king. 
dom of God. And ſuch were ſome of you ; but) ye are 
| waſhed, but ye are Jan#ified, but ye are juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by: the Spirit of our. | God. 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. Here we may fee the cauſe 
ol their virgin purity; they were waſhed in Chrilt's 
blood, ſanctified by his Spirit, juſtified and enrobed 
in his righteouſneſs ; and ſuch are ſpiritual virgins.” 
We muſt conſider alſo that there are two forts of 
| whores mentioned in ſcripture: the one is a carnal 
whore, that defiles the bodies of men; H that commits 
fornication fins againſt bis own body, « and makes the mem- 
bers of Chriſt the members of an horlot : the other are 
ſpiritual whores, that defile the fouls of men: Theſe 
are falſe churches, bearing the natne of Chrift without | 
being operand of his divine nature; as a whore takes 
tte name of the man that keeps Her; to hide her 
ſhame, when the never was Tawfally joined to mm. 
Hence we read ſo much about theſe fpiritual whores 
in the proverbs; who call to pafſengers that go tight 
on their way; whodeceive the ſimple; who ralk much 
of peace offerings, and of paying their vows; Who 
caſt down many wounded, and have ſlain 1 many ſtrong 


men; that is, not ſtrong men in faith, but ſtrong i in 


> themſelves. Theſe whores are ſaid. to farſake the guide ; 
of their youth, and to forget tbe covenant of their God; 
Which is their whoredom : 2 ſuch are idolaters 

* e 
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ind heretics. One holds falſe gods, and the other 


falſe do&trines ; and both have ew gueſts in the deptby 


of hell. 


Theſe whares defile the mind with bench and 
make ſouls drunk with the ſpirit of error, which is 


called the wine of fornication, They throw falſe gloſſes 


| upon the ſcriptures, blind the underſtanding, and alie- 
nate the affections from Chriſt and his covenant; and 


lead ſouls to truſt in themſelves, in their own right- 


eouſneſs, in lies and falſehood, and in heart to cleave 
to the father of lies. And all ſuch liars will go with 
tte devil and his e at laſt, for no _—_ can enter 


the heavenly city. 


Hence we read of — in this book, who calls 
berſelf a prophereſs, who ſeduces the Lord's ſervants ; and 


of the whore of Babylon, with whom the kings of the - 
earth have committed fornication, in circulating and 
eſtabliſhing g popery in their countries; and hence the” 


is ſaid to make all nations drunk with the wine of her 
firnication : this is ſpiritual drunkenneſs and ſpiritual 


whoredom ; 'and both of the devil, who is a fou! 
ſpirit. 

But theſe fi piritual virgins were not defiled with * m 
ſpiritual whores, nor with any open or ſcandalons fins; 
They proteſted againſt them and their uncleanneſs ; 
they held the myſtery of Aith in a pure conſcience, 
and perſevered in the faith of Chrift and in W 
of life, and worſhipped God in ſpirit and in truth ; 
neither their mind nor their conſcience were FS: 


led, 
3 M oreover, 
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Moreover, we muſt conſider that the virginity of 
this heavenly company is mentioned in the preſent 
tenſe; they are virgins; which is expreſſive of what 
they are in Chriſt Jeſus; and what they are is 

all of g grace, not of nature ; for all by nature and by 
fin ore unclean things. All which ſhews their happy 
and bleſſed ſtate in Chriſt. Theſe are they which 
were not defiled with women, for they are virging. 


Theſe are they which follow the Lamb whitherſo. 


ever he goeth. Theſe were redeemed from among 
men, being the firſt fruits unto God, and to the 
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile; 
for they are without fault before the throne of God, 
Rev. xiv. 4. 5- All which expreſſes their being re- 

deemed and cleanſed from ſin in the blood of Chriſt ; 
the purity of their doctrine, and the ſincerity of their 
hearts, being free from hypocriſy or guile ; aid of 
their ſtanding faſt in Chriſt, who appears in the pre- 
ſence of God for them; and they are complete in 
him, and in him without fault before the throne of 
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THE ROYALIST AND THE REBEL, OR, THE SON. oF 
PEACE IN PERPETUAL WAR. - 


good thing; for to will is preſent with me, but how to 


block i in the way of ſome perſons, who boaſt of abi- 


but of a power of their own, which is what he had 


ter is to encourage thoſe, who are partakers of the 


tended to foreſtall the market of thoſe boaſters, who 


and to prove all to be carnal who pretend to any 
confidence in the fleſh. To evade, therefore, the 
light and force of this chapter, ſome of theſe proud 
doers inſiſt upon it that Paul is here ſpeaking of 


Fer Thnow that in hs (that is in my Ae) dwelleth 70, 
n that which is good I find not. Rom. vii. 18. 


Tus chapter has "SOUS and Ai; is, a i fad i 5 


lity to perform whatever the lau / of God requires; 
they talk, not only of a will which the apoſtle had, 


not. The intention of the Holy Ghoſt in this chap- 


divine nature, to go on in a perpetual war with the 
fleſh without diſcouragement; and likewiſe it is in- 


have nothing to ſet forth but their own ſufficiency, 


what he himſelf was when in an unconverted ſtate: 


5 3 
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but it is not likely that he mould then delight in the | 

law of God after the inner man, when there was no 
ſuch man in him; or that tbe /aw in hit members 

Hould war againſt the law of his mind, when be was 
alive without any law at all, Others conjecture that 
he is ſpeaking in the perſon of ſome other man, who 
is in an unregenerate ſtate : but, if this was the caſe, 
Paul could not call the man whom he perſonated 
Þimſelf, as he has done here: So then with the mind 
TI myſelf ſerve the law of God, but with the fleſh the law 
of fin. Bur theſe things need not be wondered at, 
fince we read fo much of hard hearts, ſeared con- 
Fences, and fouls paſt feeling. Every foul that is 
ngaged in this war has two natures in him, or elſe 

chere can be no war at all; be is a company of two armier 
(Song vi. 13), having a love to God and a ſpirit that 

hafts to envy; a fighting faith and the reſiſtance of 
unbelief; a good principle and a bias to evil; the 
grace of patience and a natural peeviſhneſs. Where 
this war is not ſeen there is no light, and where this 
war is not felt there is no life. Fleſh and blood 
muſt needs boaſt and triumph, becauſe there is no 
grace to fubdue it. That kins walks boldly againſt whom 
there is no rifing up; and that king is ,in, which ſhews | 
ſelf plain enough in pride, falſchood, and ſelf-right- 
eouſneſs. And ſure I am that a man need no worſe 
than the! to reign in his mortal body, for either 
a ufficient to exclude him from the king- 
dom ef God. But the apoſtle advanced what he 
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er, i i 0 that lo 1 
toſs develleth no good thing. This 
Knowledge was not in theory, it was not head 
knowledge, nor did he learr it at the feet, of Gama · 
liel; for in his natural ſtate be vas alive twithout-the 
law ; and ſin 40as dead; and lay (till ; and, as touching F 
the righteouſneſs: of the law, he thought he was 
blameleſs; and he i ved, aſter the moſt ſtricteſt ſect 
of the Jewiſh religion, a phariſee of the phariſees. 
This was Paul's ſtate of fleſhly perfection; and this 
is all the fleſhly perfection that is to be found in the 
world now. That which ſtripped Paul of this deluſive 
covering, and expectation of | life from the law of 
vVorks, was the ſpiritual and powerful entrance of 
the law into his heart; then bis fin revived, and he died; 
before this he was alive, and fin was dead: it was this 
which made that ſtrange turn in affairs with Paul. 
Then, as ſoon as fin revived and he died, the Holy 
Spirit quickened his ſoul to a life of faith; and the 
grace of God waged war with Paul's reviving ſin; 
and it carried that war on as long as Paul lived in 
this world. The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh." J boo that in me; that is 
in my fleſh," dwelleth no good thing. - Paul was illumi- 
nated, fo that he could ſee the law of the Spirig'and 
the other lay too; L. g. another lat in my members, 
warring againſt-the law of iny mind. It is a law that 
calls for: obedience, it wants to be obeyed in'the'lufts 
 thereef; it is a law that calls continually, more or leſa, 
for gratification - and! it is not only a law chat calls 
; wes 6 5 | for. 
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fr 8 but it is a law that has ſome pvie 
_ to enforce its commands; it brings me into captivity to 
the law of fin, which is in my members. I not only ſee 
it, but I am quickened to feel it. Me that have the fir 
| fruits of the Spirit, even we ourſelves groan within our- 
ſelves ; groan, being burdened. He not only ſaw it, and 
elt it, but his ſoul was influenced to hate it. What / 
bate, that do J. Yea, he viewed it as the ſource of all 
his miſery. O wretched man that I am | who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death f ET 
#brough Feſus Chriſt. 

But what are we eater ahi 
in my text? Not his body ſtrictly ſo called, for there 
were many good things in that. He loved God; and 
be that loveth dwelleth in God, and God dwelleth in bin. 
He lived; yet not be, but Chriſt lived in him: his body 
was the temple of the Holy Ghoſt. He had the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit; yea, the life alſo of Feſtus was manifeſt in 
bis mortal fleſh. 2 Cor. iv. 11. He had the myſteries 
of God in him; yea, the fulneſs of the bleſſings of the 
goſpel of peace, the greateſt gifts, and every needful 
grace, dwelt richly in him. He had all this glorious 
treaſure in his earthen veſſel, that the excellency of the 
power might be of God, and not of him. He had a new 
heart, and the law of God written upon the fleſhly 
tables of it. He had the fear of God planted in him, 
and the ſtrength of God was made perfect in his 
weakneſs; therefore by fleſh he cannot mean n : 
human body. f 
Moreover, the body often ſhares i in Saber] joys oft the 
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Spirit; and the very countenance of the body will 
proclaim the health of the ſoul. Tfthe ſoul is lively; 
happy, and joyful, the ce watches Providence, the ear 
hears the goſpel with pleaſure, the feet go cheerfully 
to the houſe of God, and the hands are willing to 
work, and ready to communicate: yea, the members.of 
the body (which in a ſtate of nature were inſtruments 
of unrighteouſneſs unto fin) through grace are yielded 
as inſtruments of righteouſne)s unto God. Rom. vi. 13. 
But, when the ſoul is chaſtened for fin, the beauty of the 
body conſumes like a moth under the rod; and, when it 
is in a ſtarving condition, the body feels it, and com- 
plains, My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the liv- 
ing Cod. Pſalm Ixxxiv. 2. Beſides, the Lord is the 
ſaviour of the body as well as the ſoul; therefore 
this body cannot be what the apoſtle calls fla in my 
text, James makes a diſtinction between the mem- 
bers of the body and fin that works in them. Fram 
whence come wars and fightings among you? Come they 
mg of your a that war in 1 , 
James avs £52125 155 1447 
This evil An goes Wy various names in 
ſcripture. It is called the evil imagination. And G 
Jaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the earthy 
and that every IMAGINATION of the thoughts of bis 
beart was only evil continually, Gen. vi 5. Peter 
calls it Heſbly lufts, which war againſt the ſoul. James 
calls it luſts which war in the members. But Chriſt | 
calls it, as our apoſtle doth, fe; That which is born 
9 of 


( 224 1. | 
of the fleſp is Alb, and that which is born of the Sgt: 
rit is ſpirit. John iii. 6. By which the Lord doth 
not mean that every perſon who is born into this 
world is nothing but fleſh, for that is not che truth: 
a man is born with a ſpirit as well as a body; he 
domes into this world: with a reaſonable foul as well 
as a body of fleſh > nor doth he mean that every one 
who is born again is nothing but ſpirit, for that 
is not matter of fact; becauſe a man who is born 
again ſtill retains a body of fleſh. and blood, and 
even that very body itſelf is nen 
n who dwells in bim. 
And it ſhould be remarked Fe ts U in he 
Fun paſſage, is not ſpeaking of a peyſon, but of 2 
bing; not of a man, ſtrictly conſidered, but of a 
principle in man; of the effect of a natural bir, 
and of the effect of a ſpiritual birth; and it is clear 
chat the words are not ſpoken in the 'maſeuline gender, 
but in the nauer. He doth not ſay be or him; but 
that which is born of the fleſii is fleſh, and rh. 
which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit. To be ſhort, 
the Saviour ſhews that all the elect, as well as others, 
come into this world with nothing in them, either 
in body or in ſoul, but fin; that nothing clean can 
- come aut of an unclean thing; and therefore that all 
who fee the kingdom of God muſt be, born again; 
and, when they are born again, that a new principle. 
ol grace is produced in them, under the operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt; and: that even then both theſe 
principles which I have been ſpeaking of, that of 
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the fleſh, which is fleſh, and that of the Spirit, which 
s ſpirit; will be found and remain in that very re- 
newed man as long as he is in this world, Now 
for a man to refuſe to gratify that which is born of 
the fleſh, Chriſt calls @ denying of himſelf; and to bear 
che oppoſition and war between the fleſh and the 
Spirit, is tabing up bis croſs daily; which war is the 
worſt part of the croſs, for we have that when we 
have no other; and all others would fit eaſy, were 
ve free from that. To be led by the Spirit, and in- 
fluenced by his grace, the Lord calls a coming after 
him. He that will come after me let him deny himſelf, 
and take up his croſs daily and follow me ; and where I 
am there ſhall alſo my ſervant be. 

Paul calls this fleſhly principle a law in bis mem- 
bers, the other the law of his mind: the former 
the old man, the latter the new man. Peter calls 
the former fleſhly luſts, the latter the hidden man of 
the heart. James calls the one /u/ts in the members, 
the other the wiſdom thot is from above, which is 
peaceable, pure, eaſy to be entreated, without partiality, - 
and without hypocriſy. But, when Paul would make 
the matter quite plain, he calls the one /in, and the 
other grace, Six ſhall not have dominion over you; 
Grace ſhall reign: and then he ſhews us at large 
both the one and the other. Now the works of the 
fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe; adultery, fornication, 
uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, batred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, berefies, - 
myings, e drunkenneſs, reveliings. Gal, v. 19, 
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20, 21. This is what Paul calls the %, and the 
works of it, in all which dwells uo good thing. The 
new man is that which is born of the Spirit, and is 
deſcribed as the fruit of him thus: But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy „Peace, long ſuſſeriug, gentlentſs, 
gooaneſs, faith, meerneſs, temperance, Gal. v. 22, 23. 
And then follows what the Lord calls a denying 
felt, and taking up the croſs; They - that are 
brit have crucified the fiſh, ' with the affeZions 
(paſſions) and luſts. Here the apoſtle calls the above 
evil works #þ again, as he doth in my, text; and, 
by virtue of an union with Chriſt, and the ſharp ex- 
erciſe of a daily croſs, the'fleſh, with its luſts and 
paſſions, are crucified ; and by the bleſſed Spirit they 
are mortified : he through the Spirit do mortify the 
geeds of the; body, ye ſpall live. Thus, and thus only, it 
is that be od man is put e; but not finally, fo. as 
for us to be perfect in the fleth, or perfectly free from 
him : ho; only with reſpect to our not appearing 
in him, living in him, walking in him, or gratifying 
of him. Put off, concerning ibe former converſation, 
"i —— In times paſt ye. wats 


price of the power of the air, lle pit that now v works 
in the bildren diſobedience; amoug whom; alſo cue all 
Bal our converſation in times paſt, in the luſts of the fleſh, 
falling the dyfires of. the fleſh. and of the mind; and 
auer by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
Eph: ii. 2, 58. * faith. Paul, was our former con- 

erſation but. ee 
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and wall in him; yea, put on the new man, and pu 
off, as concerning the former converſation, the old may 
with bis deeds 3 which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
s. But it is one thing to deny /elf daily, and another 
thing to deſtroy, ſelf utterly, by free-will and human 
power; which indeed are the principal parts of elf; 
and are commanded to be put off and denied; for it 
was free-will that caſt Jonah into the ſea, and it was 
human power that brought poor Peter to burſt 
forth into curſing and ſwearing, .. It is one thing 
to put off the old man, and another thing to caſt 
him out of the heart for good and all; but to-dreſs 
him up and make him Perfect muſt be the maſter- 

piece of all human performances. which. wretched 
work is all labour in vain ; for fleſh and blood, as 
before deſcribed, cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption; for that 
which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, and will never be bet- 
ter; and that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit, and 
will ever continue the ſame. Now for Paul's will. 
For to will is preſent withme, but haw to perform that 
which is good I find not. But how came Paul to be 
fo willing to do good? Why, the Lord had made bim 
willing in the day of his power. But what power was 
_ that?, the power, of his wrath, or the power of his 
arm ? J anſwer, chat which captivates the will above 
all other power is the power of God's love diſplayed - 
in the death of Chriſt for us; and then the love of 
Chriſt in condeſcending to lay down his Hife for us: this 
1095 love, operating upon the miſerable ſoul of an 
Q awakened 
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awakened ſinner, leads him at once to a godly für- 
row, and true repentance, which makes him ſin- 
cerely, yea thankfully, willing to yield the obedi- 
ence of faith. Son, go work to day in my vineyard; 
but he anſwered and ſaid, I will not; but afterward: be 
repented and went, and did the will of bis Father. Thus 
God inftuences the poor ſinner's will; and he muſt 
not only give him inclination, but motion alſo, or 
elſe he will never go. God works in us both to will 
and to do of his own good pleaſure ; for, when he has 
made a poor finner willing to chooſe the better part, 
that helpleſs ſinner ſtands ſtock-ſtill till a freſh pow- 
er be communicated, for he can go no further (and 
he knows it) until God is pleaſed to influence him 
to act: both theſe, the will and the power, are of 
_ God; and ſometimes we can find the one when 
we cannot feel the other. 
David ſets his heart upon building 2 houſe for 
| God, and is determined to do it; and the prophet 
tells him to do it, for God was with him. Here was 
David's will, and he did well that it was in his 
heart; and God promiſed to build him a ſure houſe; 
yet God works not in him to do, but ſays. he foal 
not build it, but bis ſon ſhall. David drew the plan 
of it, and made proviſion” for the building of it; 
then bid his ſon to do it, and told the elders of Iſrael 
to aſſiſt him in ĩt; and this ue, a _ David 
could or might do. 


| Arad was to kill se, Pe de will 
8 deed. The e t00, ſhe was 
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willing to enrich the treaſury ; but, having only two 
mites, it went but a little way in ſupporting the 
ſervice of God and the prieſthood. Some are 
willing to entertain a poor brother in the faith; but, 
when all comes to all, they can afford no more than 
a cup of cold water towards it; and ſuch ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe their reward ; for, if there be firſt a willing | 
mind, it is accepted according to what a man hath, and 
nt according to what he hath not. — Where nothing can | 
be had the king mult loſe his right. | 
Mary was determined in her heart to perfume and 
to anoint the Lord's body after his death; but, be- 
ing fearful that ſhe. ſhould not be able to perform it, 
ſhe came to him before he was dead and did it. 
The Lord ſaid, She hath done what ſhe could, ſhe is 
come before hand, not after my death, ?o anoint me to 
the burial ; not after, as a funeral rite. And it was 
well taken, Muy trouble ye the woman? She hath 
wrought a good work upon me.- And, if the apoſtles 
had known the inward workings of her mind, and 
the melting love of her ſoul, they would not have 
worried the poor creature as they did about the waſte 
or coft of the ointment, What can be wafted upon 
the Heir of all things? Or what is three hundred 
pence, or three hundred thouſand million pounds, 
when compared to the dying love of Chriſt in the 
heart? | | 
The apoſtles were wilting to 80 with Chritt boch 8 
to prifon and to death; and they all ſaid they <vonld 
i . „Mark xiv. 31; but the Lord did not work in 
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them to do, and therefore they all forſook him and 
fled; and they were willing to watch with him, but 
could not; and they were fo vexed with themſelyes, 
and fo aſhamed on account of it, when he aſk. 
ed them, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
that they wilt not what to anſwer him. Mark xiv, 40, 
Their ſpirit was willing, but their fleſh was weak, 
Thus to will was preſent with Paul. IT would do good; 
Zut, when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
And how to perform that which is good | find ni, 
Paul could not do except God worked in him 10 do, 
Paul felt his need of divine ſtrength; I can do al 
things through Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth me. Paul's 
performances, were not the works of the fleſh, nor 
| end works; I labeured more abudantly than they all, 
yet not 1, but the grace of God that was in me. His 
were the works of faith and he wanted faith in exer- 
ciſe. He calls his labours the labours of love, and 
tells us that tbe love of Chriſt conſtrained bim. His 
was ſervice in the newneſs of the Spirit, and he want- 
ed the Spirit's aſſiſtance, influence, and operations, 
How could he ſpeak without a door of utterance 
given to him? How could he pray unleſs the Spi- 
rit helped his infirmities? How could his miniſtry 
proſper if God did not giye teſtimony to the word 
of his grace? And theſe things he did not always 
find powerfully with him. Paul knew that the ex- 


cellency of the power was of God, and not of him. 


This wind blows when and where it liſteth ; and, 
unleſs it doth * the ſpices cannot flow out, 
5 The 


1 „ 
The Spirit beſtows his various gifts ſeverally as he 
will, and works them in all who have them; and then 
he works in and upon them when he pleaſeth. Paul 
went ſometimes bound in the ſpirit, and at other 
times he had no reſt, becauſe he found not Pitus; 
at Rome he wanted a door of utterance; and again, 
his preaching was in much fear and trembling; ſo 
that how to perform that which was good he found 
not, becauſe evil was preſent with him. His will 
was for good, and he with his mind ſerved the 
law of God; and, after the inner man, ke delighted 
in it: but in his fleſh he found nothing good, it 
hindered him; The good I would I do not; but the 
contrary, the evil I hate, that do J. yea, I am often 
ſtraightened by this adverſary, and held like a pri- 
ſoner, contrary to my will; the law in my members wars 
againſt the law of my mind, and brings me into captivity 

to the law of fin, which is in my members. But, if Ido 
that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but fin 
that dwelleth in me; which neder call be imputed to 
me, it having been imputed to Chriſt; for my old 
man was crucified with him, therefore I thank my 
God through Jeſus Chriſt. | - 

This old man, or the fleſh, or this body of death, 
hath occaſioned ipots in ſome of the brighteſt cha- 
racters, and blots in the eſcutcheons of many who 
have borne celeſtial crowns in their arms. It is 
impoſſible to aſſert all the gratifications that this 
old man calls for, or to ſet forth the various branch- 
es of obedience that this law in the members re- 

u 8 v quires, 


* 


 _ _ eouſneſs which is by faith. 
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_ quires. He works at different times, in every 
member of the body, and in every faculty of the 
ſoul; and is ſure, if not put off, to work by every 
appetite and deſire that is common to human 
nature, ſo as to allure, draw away, and entice, the 
poor ſoul beyond the bounds that God hath pre. 
ſcribed. 
In Noah exceſs of wine was the deception by 
which the devil and this baſe old man overcame 
him, who had but juſt before overcome and con- 
demned the world, and become har of the right. 


It was this old man that worked diſtruſt i in the 
mind of the father of us all, which put him upon 
denying his wife. It was this old man that in- 
- fluenced Iſaac's inordinate affection to love the 
cunning hunter more than the plain man who dwelt 
in the tent, even to beſtow the bleſſing contrary. to 
the revealed will of God; he being biaſſed there- 
unto, not by the love of God, but by a love 70 /avoury 
meat made of veniſon. This old man is corrupt 
according to the deceitful luſts, and theſe luſts war 
againſt the ſoul. 

When this wayfaring man came unto Dowd fir a 
entertainment, there was not one ewe in all the 

Lord's fold that David had the rule over; not one 
in all his own houſe, nor one in all the houſe of 
Saul his maſter, for God bad given them all unto David, | 
2 Sam. xii. 8, No, not one in a virgin ſtate 


that was diſengaged, in all his realm, which wa 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient to dreſs for this wayfaring man that was come 
uno bim; nothing would do for this old man but the 
poor man's ewe lamb, which was all that he had, and 
which ate of his meat, drank of his cup, and lay in 
his boſom, and was unto bim as a daughter : this muſt 
be dreſſed for the wayfaring man that Was come unto 
David. 2 Sam. Xl, 4. | 
O how was the king of Iſrael enraged at this 
man! As the Lord lrueth, the man that hath done 
this thing ſhall ſurely die. And this prophecy is true in 
the beſt ſenſe ; for David's old man, as well as ours, 
was crucified with David's fon, that the body of fins 
might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not 
ſerve ſin ; yea, and David himſelf died in his co- 
venant head; for Chriſt was crucified for the tranſ- 
greſions that were under the firſt teſtament, as well 
as for them who are called to receive. the eternal 
inheritance under the new. We are cruci ified with 

Chrift. 

The man that bath 4 ne ſhall reſtore the 
lamb four-fold, becauſe he did this thing, and becauſe he 
had ng pity. Ah David! But thou art the mend 
And thou muſt reſtore ten-fold. Behold! I will 
raiſe up evil againſt thee out of thine own bouſe; and 
J will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them 
unto thy neighbour, and be ſhall lie with thy wives in 
the fight of this ſun. 2 Sam. xi. 11. Aud the king 
 Jook the ten women his concubines, whom be bad left 
_ Jo keep "the houſe, . them in ward. Thus the 


king 


| 
: 
: 
: 
k 
: 


kin g reſtored the lamb ten-fold, beſides the violence 
offered to his daughter Tamar, which in all made 


This old man hath for many years been a potent 
and tyrannical monarch. Sin hath reigned unto death, 


| whereas, alſo, be that is born in his kingdom becometh 
poor. Eccleſ. iv. 13, 14. There is no poor and 


_ he ſeems at times to break looſe. I find à late in 


He is not at hiberty, but a priſoner in every real 


 *obereas be that is born in bis kingdom becometh poor. 
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it good meaſure, preſſed down, ſhook togetber, and 
running over ; for with what meaſure Je mete, it ſhall 
be meaſured to you again, 


Rom. v. 21. But better is a poor and wiſe child, 
than this old and fooliſh king, «who knoweth not to be 
admonifhed; for out of priſon he cometh to reign: 


wiſe child in this world but what is plagued with 
this old and fooliſh king ; for, though he was condemn- 
ed in Chriſt's fleſh, yea crucified, dead and buried; 
yet, fo fure as Cbriſt was taken from priſon and from 
Judgment, even fo ſure this old king comes out of his priſon 
0 reign; and that not only over all the human race, 
the elect not excluded while in a ſtate of nature, 
but even after he is ſubdued, and in a great meaſure 
confined by all-conquering grace; yet, as Paul allows, 
my members warring againſs the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of fin which is in 
my members: O wretched man that I am! But our 
blefling and happineſs he in his impriſonment: 
believer ; ſo that it is out of priſon be cometh to reign; 


The 
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The poor and wiſe child, that is born again, born 
an heir of God's kingdom, who is made a king and 
a prieſt unto God, becometh poor ; poor in ſoul, a 
dependant upon the divine bounty of heaven ; and 
bleſſed are ſuch. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of God. 


XVI. ©OSPEL 
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XVII. 
GOSPEL ZION, AND HER ETERNAL GLORY. 


The glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, the excel. 
lency of | Carmel and Sharon: they ſhall ſee the glory 
of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Iſaiah | 
XXXV. 2. SK b | 


Tux prophet in the 33d chapter gives a glo- 
rious account of Zion, and of the Lord's filling her 
with judgment and righteouſneſs. He treats of that 
wiſdom and knowledge which ſhall be her ſtability 


in the times of the goſpel, and calls them the frength 


of her ſalvation. He ſets forth the energy and fer- 
vour of Zion's meſſengers, calling them valiant ones, 
who ſhall be valiant for truth, and ambaſſadors of 


peace; diſpatched from the court of heaven by the 


King of kings, to erect his ſtandard, diſplay his ban- 
ner, and make proclamations of pardon, peace, and 
reconciliation ; and that they ſhall weep bitterly, be 


_ earneſt and importunate with God in prayer for ſuc- 


ceſs, going forth weeping and bearing precious ſeed. 


This is expreſſive of their meekneſs, humility, con- 
|  trition, and brokenneſs of heart, as oppoſed to the 
- . whole-hearted, the hardened, the bold, daring, and 

5 ä who run unſent of God. 


Next 
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Next the prophet calls to ſenſible ſinners, to look 
upon Zion, the city of our ſolemnities ; and promiſes 
to all her lovers that they ſhall ſee her quietude and 
her ſtability; that ſhe ſhall never be taken down, nor 
have one of her cords looſed. And, as a navigable 
river is an ornament and a great bleſſing to a capital 
city, on the account of trade and commerce, and 
which is whatlocal Jeruſalem never had, the Lord him- 
ſelf promiſes to be to this myſtic city 4 place of broad 

rivers and ftreams, in which heavenly merchants may 
trade and traffic in the different branches of godli- 
- neſs; in which there is great gain: yet he will never 
be a river to-any foreign invader of this city; for there 
fhall go no galley with oars, nor gallant ſhips; all 
the tacklings of ſuch fhall be logſed, they ſpall neithet 
firengthen the maſt, ſpread the ſail, nor take the prey. 
And we have often ſeen theſe veſſels of wrath, who 
have rigged and armed themſelves to beſiege Zion's 
walls and bulwarks, ſadly toſſed and wrecked, and at 
laſt drowned by the ſtorms of divine vengeance ; and 
no wonder, for the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 
law-giver, the Lord is our king, be will ſave us. 
The 24th chapter is filled chiefly with a deſcrip- 
tion of Zion's enemies, the threatenings of God 
againſt them, and his judgments. upon them; and 


digreſſion to his former ſubject, and 1 to 
further illuſtrations of Zion's glory. 


them, The bs nag means the — world, and 
n the 


in the 35th chapter che prophet returns from his 


The wilderneſs and ſolitary place ſhall be. glad fir 88 
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| the rude, wild, baren, and uncultivated ſtate of thoſe 
fouls which are in it, on account-of their being def. 
titute of the truth, grace, and Spirit of God; ſoll. 
tary, by reaſon of their being without hope, without 
a Saviour, and without any inward peace, joy, hap. 
pinels, or comfort. Theſe ſhall: be: glad for them ; that 
is, they ſhall be glad for the ambaſſadors: of peace, 
and for the good tidings of ſalvation. And he de- 
ert Pall rejoice, and bloſſom as the rg; ver. 1. This 
defert-implies ſuch ſouls as are deſtitute of the til- 
by. the Divine Huſbandman, and thereby not 
properly God's huſbandry; being neither dug nor 
plowed up by ſpiritual convictions, nor dunged or 
manured by ſpecial grace: and yet theſe ſhall rejuce 
and bloſſom, but not until divine love operates upon 
| them, and enlarges, their hearts; and then it H 
Hoſſem abundantly, and rejoige even with joy and ſinging, 
ver. a. And this ſhews how the ſouls of poor fin- 
ners, ſhut up in ignorance, blindneſs, bondage, and 
unbelicf, ſhould be enlarged, and brought forth from 
| the ſtrong holds of ſatan, and the joy and melody 
that ſhould be found in their ſouis at the time of 
their Jail delivery, when, brought forth into the glo- 
rious liberty of che children of God. Ard ehenwang 
in the-words of my text... . 

_ » The glory „ = 8 
lency of Carmel and Sharon: they foall fn the glory of 
the Lard, and the exceilency of our Cod. 4 ls 3 
. Offer my thoughts o on La. 


2. On 
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"0; ; On the glry of Lebanon. 
3. On Cm. ff! 

| 4 On the excallency of i. F 

5. On Sharon, and its excellency. | 

6. On the deliever's gt. They ſhall ſes. 

7, On the glow of the Lord, which is to be n 
Aal, fitted e ie | 

8. On be 0 erz God. Tt | 
For the firſt of theſe; as to Lebanon. This moun- 
tain ſtands at the extremity of the holy land. The 
lands of Aſher, Naphtali; and the half tribe of Ma- 
naſſeh, are all joined to Antilibanus. It is a very 
lofty and extenſive mountain, and allowed to be four 
miles in height, above the plain of Damaſcus ; on 
which account it contains a prodigious quantity of 
ſnow, its top aſcending ſo high into the upper re- 
gions, which ſerves as a reſervoir to water the val: 
leys and all the country below it, when the ſun melts 
it; from whence ariſes this queſtion, Will a man leave 
the ſnow of Lebanon, which cometh from the rock of the 
field ? or ſbail the cold flowing waters, whith come Roy 
another place, be forſaken ? Jer. xviii. 14. 

The top of this mountain is famous Go dn 
' which take their name of diſtinction from it, called 
Cedars of Lebanon, which were excellent, as you read. 
His countenance is 4s. Oe! vexcellewt as the 2 
Song v. 155. N 

The foot bo "this. palate was once ng FR 
| producing, fine grapes, which afforded the beſt of 
vine; and hence it is that we read, They Hall revive 

= 
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41 the corn, and grow as the vine; the ſtent thereof ſhall 
be as the wine of Lebanon. Hoſea xiv. 7. At the ſide 
of this mountain, as hiſtorians relate, iſſues a famous 
fountain or ſpring of water; which falls down the 
rocks, and makes a moſt wonderful cafcade; and 
then runs through the city of Damaſcus. Near this 
mountain Solomon built an armoury, called the houſe 
of the foreſt, and with the wood of it he built his 
chariot. Song iii. 9. And it was this mountain 
that Moſes ſo much longed to ſee: Deut. iii. 25, 
But then what glory doth the gentile church receive 
from this mountain, or from any thing about or be- 
longing to it? I anſwer, none at all; therefore he 
glory of Lebanon, in my text hath another meaning. 
Lebanon ſignifies the temple of God at Jeruſalem, 
which was firſt built by Solomon, of the wood of 
this mountain, 1 Kings v. 143 on which account the 
temple bore the name of Lebanon, as it is written, 
Oden thy doors, O Lebanon! that the fire may Hevour thy 
cedars. - Zech. xi. 1. The deſtruction of the tem- 


ple is here foretold. The Lord Jeſus' Chrift, whom | 


they ſought, was ſuddenly to come to his temple ; 
and the prophet predicted their ſelling him for thirty 
pieces f ſilver; and that they ſhould pierce him, and 
put him to death, and loat at bim whom they had 
piertced; that the poor of the flock ſhould know that 
he was the incarnate word of the Lord, and that they 
ſhould be fed by him: but, as to the others, that he 
die ſhould die, and the reſt ſhould eat every one the 
"ib | 33 0: 3 Jie 
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feſh of another. And that, after the ſword had 
been awakened, and had ſmitten the man, God's 
fellow, then God. would turn his hand upon the 
little ones, and by the blood of the covenant ſend . 
forth the priſoners out of the pit wherein is no 
water; and, after all this had taken- place, that then 
| ſhould come on Jeruſalem's deſtruction. All which 
was punctually fulfilled in and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
for he came to his temple, and preached in it; yea, he 
appeared to the daughters of Jeruſalem as their 
ling, juſt, and baving ſalvation, riding upon an aſs, 
and a colt the fole of an aſs. He fed the poor of his 
flock that waited upon him, as their king and ſhep- 
herd, with a ſceptre and a crook ; the one of which is 
_ called beauty, and the other bands, or binders. But 
his perſon and offices were deſpiſed and rejected, 
for they. ſold him, pierced him, and put him to 
death ; and theſe he would not feed, but gave them 
up to judgment. That which dieth, let it die; and 
that which is to be cut M let it be cut off; and let the 
reſt eat every one the fleſh of another. The vail of the 
temple at his death was rent, and their houſe left 
unto them deſolate; ſoon afterwards. the Ro- 
man army came, and deſolations quickly followed. 
| Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour 
_ thy cedars. All of which came to paſs; for the 
doors of the temple, as Joſephus relates, opened of 
their own accord, and the Roman ſoldiers then ſet 
fire to the temple, and to all the cedar work of it, 
Oo all the attempts of Titus Veſpaſian 
= to 
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to prevent it. Thus much of Lebanon. And now 

| I ſhall proceed to ſpe 

Secondly, Of the glory of it. There was 1 

in the temple but what was typical and ſignificant, 

which the New Teſtament, or ſome parts of the Old, 

explain. The builders, both Solomon and Cyrus, 

repreſented CHRIST. The ſtones of it were typical 

of all believers, who are called by Peter lively tones, 

built up a ſpiritual houſe. The beams of it repre- 


_ ſented ſtrong eſtabliſhed churches ; The beams of 


our houſe are cedar, and our rafters of fr. The brazen 
fea ſet forth the blood of Chriſt, which waſhes every 
believing ſoul; F I waſh thee not thou haſt no part 
with me. The twelve oxen, on which the laver ſtood, 
prefiguted the twelve apoſtles, who trod out the 
corn, and who were not to be mu lad, which is 
thus applied by Paul himſelf. The aren, which 
bore up the brazen ſea, ſtood with their faces, three 
towards the caſt, three towards the weſt, three to- 
wards the north, and three towards the ſouth; which 
_ ſet forth God's revealing of his dear Son inthe twelve 
apoſtles, and by them making him known to al 
nations, to gather his ele& from the. eaſt, web, 
north, and ſouth, to fit down with Abraham, iſacc, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of God. The golden table 
prefigured believing. hearts, called fleſhly tables; 
and faith is called gold, becauſe ſpiritual riches be- 
long to believers. God bath choſen the poor f this 
world rich in faith. | The forw-bread: repreſented 
Cbriſ ** bread of it in 4 all the ſaints, and the 
© 2. ſaints 


a 
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are one bread. The incenſe repreſented prayer; the 
different ſpices of which it was compoſed were 


Spirit; the fire ſignified pure and divine love; the 
ſmoke repreſented thoſe ſtrong deſires and holy long- 
ings which gracious ſouls breathe forth; and the 


Chriſt, upon whom, and through whom, ſpiritual 
prayers and praiſes aſcend up unto God with ac- 


will I accept upon my altar; and I will make them 
joyful in my houſe of prayer. All theſe were in their 


not all the things that are contained in the glory 


of Lebanon; for the glory of Lebanon lay in the 
Shekinah, the divine Majeſty that dwelt between 


ſented the glory of God, the mercy feat the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the n lamps the Holy Ghoſt. 
This glory of Lebanon came to the Gentiles, as 


from the ſeven ſpirits which are before his throne, and 


the earth: unto him that lived us and waſbed us from 


Frieft unte 


dominion 


' faints thetnſelves with Chriſt in them. We, being many, 


emblematical of the various graces of the bleſſed 


golden altar upon which it was offered ſer forth 
ceptance. Their burnt offerings and their ſacrifices 


ſpiritual fignification glorious things. But theſe are 


the cherubims, the mercy ſeat, and the ſeven lamps | | 
upon the golden candleftick. The Sntxinan repre- 


you read. Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 55 
which is, and which was, and which is to come; and 


from Jeſus Chrift, who is the' faithful witneſs and the 
A begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of 


our fins i m his own blood,” and hath made us kings and © | 
God and bis Father, to him be glory and © 


1 
a 
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dominion For ever and ever. Amin. Rev. i. 4, 5, 6. 
This was the glory of Lebanon. Father, Son, and 
Spirit, Ons Gop, was the glory and the Sox of the 
Jewiſh nation. But, alas! The ſun ſhall be turned 
into darkneſs, and the moon into blood. Joel ii. 31. 
And the ftars ſball withdraw their ſhining. Joel iti, 
15. The Lord God of Iſrael, their glorious ſun, 
leſt them indeed, and then a dreadful darkneſs ſuc- 
ceeded; and the Moon, their national church, was 
turned into blood by the Roman ſword, which put a 

final end to their church ſtate; and their doctor, 
' who were the ſtars of that nation, withdrew. their 

ſining, for they Taid, We ſee. Then, ſaith the Lord, 
Your fin remaineth ; therefore for judgment I am come 
imo this world, that they which fee might be made 
#lind. And under that awful eclipſe they are to 
this day, with the vail upon their heart, © 
; But where is the glory of Lebanon now? Where 
i God. the Father? Anſwer, Shining into every | 
 Believer's heart, giving bim the light of the knowledg: 
_ of the-glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. Where 
is tho jus of righteouſngs? Why be is: ring upo 


dien abur fear bis name, "with. healing in bis beans 


And where is the Holy Ghoſt, the even Jamps, and 
©" the ſeven ſpirits of God, in all his Slorious perfections, 
and with all his ſeven- fold graces, giſts, and opera- 
Sins? He is nom poured out upon all fleſh, namely, 
dhe Gentiles; yea, even upon' ſervants and bandmaidi, 
and they propheſy. » Sepgrate me Barnabas and 

Las mm * 4% the” l 0: I pave 
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called them ; which was to preach the goſpel to the 
Gentiles 3 and here that blefled Spirit now is with all 
his ſeven-fold gifts. To one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wiſdow ; to another the word of kuatoledge bythe 
ſame Spirit; to another faith ; to another prophecy and 
ta anotber gifts of healings ; working of miracles, and 41 . 
cerning of ſpirits: all theſe wworteth that one and the, _ 
ſeif-ſame Spirit, dividing to every man ſeuerally as bt. | 
will, 1 Cor. xii. Thoſe are his gifts, and his 
fruits are theſe, Love, joy; peace, long -fuffering, gen- 
on gooaneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance. Gal. v. 
Inſtead of the appearance of the moon, we 
= behold the church clatbed with the ſun; and the 
ſeven ſtars, which gave light to the ſeyen candleſtickz, 
are ſtill in the hand of the Maſter of our aſſemblies. 
And this concludes my. deſcription of Lebanon, and 
the glory of it, are is come unto Ws n this 
brings me to-ſpeak, | | ® 
. Thirdly, of Carmel. ' Mount . 8 to 7 
u the laud of Judab. Joſhua xv. 551 63. This 
mountain was near to the "Mediterranean ſea. Jer. 
_ alvi. 18, and was famous for many things. Here it 
was that David was ſtopped by Abigail from ſhed- 
ding of blood, which convinced him for ever that 
vengeance belangeth unto God ; who ſoon;after ſmote 
Nabal, and gave David not only what Nabal re- 
kuſed (1 mean ſuſtenance), byt Abigail into the bar- 
nt and mercy, providence and grace, 


5 Wappen bere. To this mount the poor Shu- 
namite came with, the aſs and cart to find Eliſha, 

| and obtained his aſſiſtance, and had ber ſon raiſed 
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' from the dead. There were many pious fouls who + 
dwelt about this mountain, in whoſe behalf a pro. 
phecy was given out, and which was evidently ful. 
filled dy Jeſus Chriſt, Feed thy people with thy rod; 
the flock of thine heritage, which. dwell ſolitary in the 
wood, in the mid of Carmel: let them feed in Baſhan, 
and in Gilead, as in the days of old. Micah vii. 14. 
And now TI am brought to ſpeak, 

Athly, Of the excellency of Carmel. The miracle of 
miracles, which excelled all the reſt that ever were 
performed upon this mountain, was the miricle of 


Dab the prophet. To this mount he ordered Ahab | 


to gather together all Iſrael, after à drought of 
three years and fix months. 1 Kings xviii. 19. Hi- 
the" ende the anker of Bac, finr Bene aud 
y; and the prophets of the grove, four hundred; 
and thus the devil had his hundreds to God's one: 
but here ir was that the devil and his ſervants were 


crifices, and all were to pray ; and the ſucceſs which 
| - ould attend their devotions was to ſhew who were 
6 true and who falſe, ſatan's rabble or the Lord's pro- 
Phet; ani} che-criterion was to be, that be which an. 
eren by fire was to be God. © a 5 
The evil workers deeds, and re 
hard, and brought forth nothing but wind; but the 


at which miracle thoſe, who had long halted between = 

#200 opinions, were brought to be at a point. "The 

* . and, being thus 
cConvinced 
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brovght to the teſt, for they were all to offer 1 
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convinced of the truth, and of their having been ſo 
groſsly duped by ſatan's miniſters, they took them. 
to the brook Kiſhon, and killed them all. This was the 
effect of an anſwer by fire; and the next miracle is 
an anſwer by water; for he prayed. again (ſaith Janes 
and obtained an abundance of rain. | 
John, the Lord's forerunner, appeared in the pro- 
Phet Elijah; for that burning and ſhining light was to 
come in his Spirit and power. CHRIS was exhibited 
in the deren and a fiery anſwer was given to prayer 
chrough it; and by it the falſe prophets were diſ- 
covered and ſlain, and poor doubting and e. 
ſouls brought to a good concluſion. FP | 
Chriſt crucified is now with goſpel Zion, and 
God hears the prayers of his faithful ſervants, and 
gives the fiery anſwers of divine love to the hearts 
of poor miſerable ſinners, which makes their hearts 
burn within them, and by which he diſcovers and 
makes manifeſt the miniſters of ſatan, unto whom his 
| word is made a ſavour of death unto death, while poor 
halting fouls are brought to the truth and to a glo- 
rious confeſſion of it; yea, and God ſtill gives the 
abundance of rain, for he pours water on them that are 
thirfly, and floads upon the dry ground; and this is the 
excellency of Carmel, Read Rev. xi. an And no, 
I am brought to ſpeak, c, = 
Ichly, Of Sharon. This Sw was nod for : 
 fruicfulneſs; but it was ſometimes made barren by. 
reaſon of the abominable idolatry' of Iſrael, of which 


2 Sharon is like a wilderneſs, 
© and 


-' 
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and nn Fu e . 
xXx#ii. 9. It was alſo famous for its roſes, a kind 
which ſome ſay had no thorns, to which Chriſt com. 
pares him ſelf. 7 am the rot of Sharon, and the lily 
_ of the valley. Song. ii. 1. It was alſo remarkable 
for lying in the kingdom re gs king of Hejbbon, 
which was the firſt country that the Iſraelites 
wok after their Spares from Egypt, (Deut ü) 
and which was given to the half tribe of Maneſfeb. 
Here it was that God diſplayed his power; and 
here it was that the Ifraclices began to take cou- 
rage, and to expect the promiſed land. Of this 
country the Hagarenes were in poſſeſſion in the days 
of Saul; hut the Reubenites made war with them, pre- 
| Baſhan, and in all the ſuburbs of Sharon ; for the Ren- 
e apainft them, and the Hagarites were delivered into 
their bund, and all that were with them, for they cri- 
ed to God in the battle, and be was entreated of them, 
_—_ oe path in — 1 nn IO, 
; S 
Krip him of all chat he had, DIO NI 
— " 
Sd. "The excellency iT Sheree 18, ks — 
{pot "where Iſrael obtained their firſt victory, had 
yoying it; and it is hie cxcellency of Sharon, or the 
x : Þ 2 ; power 
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power of God here diſplayed, that gives us the ei 
victory over fin, ſatan, and the world, and the firſt, 
views of the heavenly country; at which time, and 
on which blefſed ſpot, God ſweetly appears to re- 
buke Laban and all our enemies, who were prei- 
gured by him. Here it is that mount Gilead ap- 
| . pears, or the whole cloud of witneſſes, ſhewing them · 
ſelves in our behalf. Mizpah too, our watch-tower, 
is here made manifeſt, or the Lord watching over. 
us for good, and againſt them that hate us; for the 
enemies of God are here rebuked, and the Iſrael of 
God march off with faith gloriouſly encouraged, 1 
ſhort, the firſt. victory obtained by faith, withe a 
proſpect of that land which is very far off, the hav- 
ing our enemies rebuked and ſilenced, and our faĩch 
encouraged, with a crying unto God, and being 
heard and helped, attended with a deliverance ſrom 
the Hagarites, or the children of the fleſh, ſo as te 
obtain a complete victory over them, and all the 
ſtrivings and- fruitleſs toil of legal workmongers, 
and a ſelf-xighteous ſpirit, is produced by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Roſe f Sharon, who often in the 
days of old emitted his odours there, who nom thus 
appears for us, and delivers us; and, aſter all 
the conflict is over, we find reſt to our ſouls, ſor 
we can then lie down in peace, but not before, as it 
is written; Aud Sharon faall be 4 fold for flacks, au 
the valley of Acbor a place for the herds to lie dium in, 
for my people that have fought me. Iſaiah Ixv. 10. And 
2 mall * deſeription of Sharon, and 
the 


| children of men have had in this world. Cain fan 


S+- 


( 250 5 
the —— of ty" . m the * place Proceed to 
the ſaint's light. 


Ithly. D 
elend of our Gd. Various are the views that the 


his crime, his baniſhment from God's prelence, 
his curſed ſtate, and his juſt puniſhment, and that 
he deſerved death at the hands of all who found him, 
and therefore his cry was, Every one that finds me 
hall flay me. Eſau faw the obedience, plainneſs, 
and bleſſing, of Jacob, and went from bad to worſe. 
| Pharaoh ſaw the miracles of Moſes, the folly of the 
magicians, the judgments of God, and the wicked- 
e en beer re e e 
2 The elders of Ira au the glory of God; andthe 
celeſtial Pavement under his feet, as the body of 
Heaven in its clearneſs ; but all of them ſaw him 
not ar ſhining into their bearts, nor did they feel bir 
power, for upon them be laid not bis bard. It was 
one of theſe princes that brought the Midianitiſh wo- 
man into che camp, who was Nee . S8 
the matter of Poor. 
e e the e of the Lord G mizhey 
1 never ſaw himſelf; he alſo ſaw the. ſafety of 
Iſrael and the deſtruction of Amalek, and the at- 
fiction of Eber, or the ſufferings of the Hebrews by 
the ſhips of Chittim or the Romans; and he like- 

wiſe ſaw: the far that ſhould ariſe out of Jacob, and 
the — death of che 3 and he wiſhed 
to 
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to die like them ; and yet, after all, he never au his 
ſin, the plague of his own en nor hog courſe his 
intereſt in God's favour. ' 5 

Saul ſaw that-God was with David, and; "Y he 
was departed from him ; he alſo ſaw that David 
would ſurely be king, and that the kingdom would 
be eſtabliſhed in his hand; but he ſaw not his own 
pride and rebellion. 

Jehu ſaw the prophecies that ſtood upon 8 
againſt the houſe of Ahab, and the juſtice of God in 
executing vengeance upon him and all his family for 
idolatry and murder; and he could ſee his own'zeal 
for God; but he could not ſee the treachery of his 
own heart, which ſoon led him to ety the fame 
abominations, 

Our Arians can ſee that Chriſt is man by! the light 
of nature ; but they cannot ſee his Eternal Power _ 
and Godhead, becauſe that glorious Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs hath never, no never, rien e nor n | 
into them, 

The Arminian too, he Gin he ſays) a the 
power of his own arm, and the perfection of his 
own nature; but he cannot ſee the glory of an im- 
puted righteouſneſs, nor his need of r. 
Many there are who have a notional n 
of God, but no knowledge of themſelves; and there 
are multitudes of others who pretend to have 
great light in the ſcriptures, but who have never 
experienced the power and force of one truth con- 
bined therein. Theſe can ſec themſelves wiſer than 


4660. 
bern but they cannot ſee, much leſs gieem, other; 
better than themſelves. They have. all light without, 
but none within ; they can ſec. à mote in another's 
eye, but they de . the beam in their on 
eye. A 

Now the light a God's Sins differs uch . 
| 8 lignt of all ſuch; for, when tbe darkneſs is pal 
' end the true light ſhineth, they ſee themſelves and 

the evils of their own hearts. All things that are re- 
proved are made manifeſt by the light which goth ap- 
pear, for whatſoever doth make manifeſt is light. Such 
know,. and all the. churches ſpall know, that Chrit |} 
trieth the reins and the hearts ; he makes a man know 
what are his thoughts, and. maketh manifeſt de 
councils of his heart. 
I They ſee the ſpirituality of che law, ad it was or- 
| doined unto death, and never meant to give life; | 
they ſce the wrath of God revealed in it, and flee 
from the wrath of it to the refuge and hope that 
| God hath ſet before them; they foreſee the evil (of 
te great day), and hide then/elves till the calamity be 
 overpaſt ; but the wicked paſs on, and are puniſbed. 
They ſee the awful ſtate of the world, and the 
| danger that theyare in. Truly our fellowſhip is with 
the —— alt dau. ond the cen 18 in wick- 
 ednefs. 

They Gn the i of Gel 7 * in t 
2 and ſes that cuery morning he. brugelb ts ts 
* but the unjuft knoweth no ſhame, - 
Fa clear view of che ignorance of 


* 


ES 


(233 ) 
blind guides, and of the folly of damnable heretics ; 
but thoſe heretics eannot ſee them. He that ir fpiri- 
0 judgeth all things, but himſelf is judged of no 
man: 5 | 
\ Unto them it is given to know the myſteries of the 
kingdom of God; but others have i it in Par alles, _ _ 
ing they might not ſee. | 

They diſcover the leadings of divine nnn 
and exerciſe faith on it, in which they have a view 
of the goodneſs of God unto them, for he makes 
his goodneſs to paſs before them, and by this their 
love is drawn forth towards him with gratitude and 
thankfulneſs, which abounds at every diſcovery. 
He that will olherve theſe things, even he ſhall under- 
fland the loving kindneſs of the Lord. They behold | 
unſearcheable niches, manifold wiſdom, harmony, 
glory, beauty, and a moſt valuable treaſure, in the 
ſeriptures of truth, when the oy ws _ Sy far 
- ariſe in their hearts. 

Chriſt is revealed, "manifeſted, and M's known, 
to them, as the only way into the Holy of Holies ; 
and they abide by him, and in him; they walk in 
the faith of him, and in love to him, and find their 
| path "ſhine more and more to perfect day. W 2. 
The light chat ſhines into them leads their faith 
and affections, their mind and underſtanding, to 
Sod, Who accepts them in his beloved Son, and gives 
them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
| the face of Feſus Chriſt. And herein the Lord's pro- 

miſe js fulfilled ; He tbat believeth on me ſoallnot-abide 


by . 
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in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life z even that 
light which accompanies everlaſting life, or light 
to give them to ſee that they are quickened, and 
that their faith is genuine, that repentance unto life 
is granted to them, and that juſtification unto life 
hath paſſed on them, and that they themſelves are 
paſſed from death unto life, and ſhall not come into 
condemnation. This is the true light that now ſhineth, 
and it 1s tbe light of life; for ſuch are light in the Lord, 
by virtue of their being intereſted in his love and 
finiſhed work, and by their being enlightened by 
him to ſee it; as it is written in my Ky ” 
| Bal ſee, 

_ ©. $thly, The glory 4 the Lond and i 3 if. our 
| God, | Theſe words diſcover what zhe excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon ſignifies ; namely, the glory and 


excellency of the Lord our God, which hath been 


diſplayed on thoſe hills and in thoſe countries. The 
glory of the Lord is firſt ſeen by the poor ſinner 
after he hath been difciplined by the terrors of the 
law, and exerciſed with the chains of his own tranſ- 
greſſions; with the being ſhut up in unbelief, ſore 
broken in the place of dragons, and covered with 
the ſhadow of death. He that maketh the ſeven flars 
' an Orion turneth alſo the ſhadow of death into the morn- 
ing. when the firſt, dawnings of eternal day dart 
through the dark vail upon the finner's heart. Ariſt, 
e for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is | 
riſen upon thee. But before this bleſſed period ar- 
"_ the * kept as a pri- 
. i ſoner 
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ſoner in the dark; and what the Lordi is * to do 
with him he knoweth not, yet he is to know here- 
after. However he ſeldom dreams that the Lords 
waſbing bis feet, © or that the furnace is is purge bes - 
droſs ; but when this glory ſhines into him it maketh 
darkneſs light before him, and crooked things ftraight ; 
yea, it ſpreads a ray upon all the path that he hath 
come, and maketh all apparent contradictions to har- 
moniſe. All his falſe conſtructions, which were be- 
fore put upon the work, are then taken off, ad 
palmed upon his own ignorance and folly, and the 
ways of the Lord appear perfectly right; his errone- 
ous concluſions are diſcovered to be the effects of in- 
fidelity and carnal reaſon, which convinces him that 
God's thoughts are not his thoughts. He ſees that the 
way wherein he hath come is the right way, and 
thanks his God for leading him into it, and keeping 
him there; and lothes himſelf for his 1 impatience and 
baſe rebellion under the kind hand of his heavenly 
Father, and would not have been led in any. other 
path, no not for a thouſand worlds, becauſe he is 
fully perſuaded it is the way that leads #0 a city of ba- 
3 even the way to 9 the . of n 
King. 
2dly. The airy of the Lord appears in Fora 
rious ſcheme of falvation by Chriſt crucified”; for 
there the poor ſinner is led to look, and ſee that by 
the dear Redeemer's obedience the condemned exi- 
minal is freely juſtified 5 that by his enduring the 
curſe, and making ſatisfaction unto God the Fathen 
r 5 g 18 


| Pillar abode upon the tabernacle by day, and a fi 
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is the only way wherein God and man are, or can be; 
| reconciled, and fin, death, and devils, vanquiſhed 


and overcome; and that it is in this way alone that 
ſinners are ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting 
r He fees the « juſferings of Chrift and the glory 

Jah. The influence of grace upon his own ſoul 
appears glorious ; and he ſees and feels that the op- 
poſition of the fleſh, the old man, and Satan, are 
® againſt it ; and that they unitedly work in the mem- 
bers of the body, and war continually againſt this 
divine work of the great Potter; and how it is that 
the living principle, the grain of muſtard ſeed, ſtands 
and withſtands every ſhock, is ſurpriſing to him, 
eſpecially when at times he himſelf hath even loſt 
fight of it, yea, and even nothing but corrup- 
tion hath appeared in him; but yet there are times 
when that curſed friend of the devil hides his head, 
and keepeth filence, and then the bleſſed work of 
God appears again in full view, and that with clear 
evidence; and the faint of God ſees, feels, and en- 
Joys it, and then his ſoul triumphs and glories under 
the pleaſing ſenſations of it; and in ſuch a ſeaſon he is 
often afraid of loſing this bleſſed oppoſer of fatan's 
reign; and this bleſſed deſtroyer of ſatan's works, 
or that it ſhould be overpowered by his own cor- 
ruptions ; ſo that he- charges them all not to Air nor 
_ awake bis beloved till be pleaſe. But, as the cloudy | 


A to N and deſend all the ſecret em- 
OD  blems 
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blems of grace that were in it; even ſo ſurely will 
God protect and defend this work of his on hands, 


the Lord «will create upon every dwelling place of Mount 
Zion, and upon all her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoak by 
day, and the foining of a flaming fire by night; for 
upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. Iſaiah iv. 5. 

athly. The operations, illuminations, conſolations, 
revelations, and heavenly fellowſhip, of the ever 


telligence that he brings; the diſtant views that he 


the enlargements that he produces; the fortitude, 
ſtrength, and courage, that he equips the ſoul with; 


quick thoughts, witty inventions, nerv ous argum 

concluſive ſentences, and elegant expreſſions, which 
he brings to the mind and memory, aſtoniſh the 
believer, and make him a wonder 'to himſelf; and 


that he, the bleſſed and eternal Comforter, can in- 
dulge ſuch a poor creature with that freedom and 
familiarity that he doth, by communing and 
holding fellowſhip with ſuch; in helping wy 
infirmities and making interceſſion fbr them; 

fearching the deep things of God, and letting 3 
know the things that are freely given unto them of 
God; in bearing his witneſs to their ſonſhip, and 
cabling them to claim it; in ſealing their fouls 


S with 


fom which alone he receives his revenues. For 


bleſſed God the Holy Ghoſt, are wonderful to him, 
and can nc ver be deſcribed by him. The ſweet in- 


gives; the meditations that he leads the mind into; 


the love and zeal that he pours into the heart; the 


with amazement he is ready to inquire how it is 
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4 ok a comfortable aſſurance, We) operating as the 
earneſt» of the future inheritance; toggther yith | 
the unexpected aid an aſſiſtance that he gives to 
withſtand and reſiſt an oppoſer or a gainſayer; at 
which time of need he will furniſh the heart, and 

fill the mouth, with ſuch arguments that the poor 
foul never thought of, and he begins to wonder 
where they came from, not knowing that ſuch tre- 
fures were in his heart. if you are perſecuted fir 
© Cbrift's jake, happy are ye, for the 195 of God ard 

of glory refteth upon % 

Fthly. This glory of the Lord upon his Gain 
Apreads ſuch a radiance that it caſts a luſtre abroad, 
and all around us, inſomuch that it often reflects 
ſeeret reproofs and convictions upon beholders, at 
which ſome ſtart and draw back, being enſuered 
in holes, aud under falſehood bide Abemſelves to ſhun the 
| rays, Others by it are Rirred'up to anger, on ac- 
count of che diſquietude raiſed in them by con- 
ſciience, which is rouſed up ; theſe hate the light, gud 
©. rebel againſt it; and by words, looks, and actions, 
diſcover their implacable enmity; all which indicate 
the convictions they have received, for it is honelt 
conſcience curſing of them that is the cauſe of their 
opening their mouths to curſe us. And others are 
ſo charmed} with the ſight of this Slory, that they 
are allured into a profeſſion, without any. poſſeſſion, 
being embalmed, but never ſeaſoned with, falt;, vat- 
b. bene but never renewed; reformed, but not con- 
verted; joyful, but never fads, enlightened, but 


— 
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ſure and ſtedfaſt;  tberr  afſeFions, too, ar 
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never quickeneds pleaſed, but never plagued. 
However, in behalf of God's ſaints the promiſe is 
hereby fulfilled. But the Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, 
and his glory ſball be ſeen upon ther. Iſaiah Ix. 2. 
And again, All that ſee them ſhall acknowledge them 
that they are the ſeed which the Lord hath bleſſed. : For 
the ele7, which cry day and night unto their Father ſe- 
cretly, ſhall be rewarded openly; becauſe he will ſhew 
to his ſervants tokens for good, that thoſe who hate 
them may ſee it and be aſhamed. | 
bthly. The views of ſuch ſouls increaſe, So oy 
extend, as they go on, until not even the ancient 
ſettlements of the eternal Three, or the ſecret coun- 
eil and private thoughts of their Maker, eſcape 


their ſight; far the ſecret of the Lord is with the 


righteous, who rejoice that their namos are written 
in heaven, and know that the thoughts f Gad to- 
wards them are thoughis f good and not of evil, 10 
give them an expected eng. And they know, by what 
they fee}, that the 7houghts of bis heart ſtand faſt 
to 4 thouſand generations; for they find that their 


thoughts are admitted into the Holy df Holies, 


having them brought into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt, and their hope ſo attracted as to 
enter within the veil as an anchor of che foul, 
| 2 allowed 

1% find admittance and acceptanct at the right hand 
if God, where Chriſt fitteth, and their mind to be 
are upon him and kept in perfef peace ; for to be 
heavenly minded is life and peace. And thus it is 
1 that 


/ 
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that their heart is where their treaſure | is. Their 
being thus raiſed up, and made to ſit together 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, is attended 
with wonderful enlargement, having their fouls 
transformed, renewed, and fo divinely influenced, 
they look at the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, until they are changed into the ſame 
image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of our Gud. 
And now to conclude as to my obſervation on the 
excellency of our Gd. 
Schly, and laſtly. They ſball fee the 2 of 
"our God. His excellency is ſeen in various things, 
and in a variety of inſtances. In creation. The 
things of God from the creation of the world may 
Bie clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead. It may 
be ſeen in his government of the world, by putting 
| down and ſetting up kings. In his judgments which 
| be executes upon the wicked, by vindicating the cauſe 
| of thoſe who have been injured, wronged, or de- 
frauded; and alſo by the terrible conſciences and 
fearful ends of many, who have waded through a 
| ſea of blood after ill- gotten wealth or unjuſt gain. 
Thoſe who obſerve theſe things will ſay, Yerily there 
is a God that Juageth in the earth. Again, his en- 
cellency is ſeen in his kind providence by ſending 
"feed-time and bar veſt, ſummer and winter, day and 
night; by giving feod 10 all fieſh, and his protecting 
_*, care over all his works, even to a ſparrow, yea, i. 
the very hairs of our bead, for neither of theſe ſhall fa 
eg to 


10 the n without the will of our. heavenly fe 
thets. cl 4th 
| Again, it is 3 hem. by che * has * 
gives to rulers for the good of a nation, as David 
and Solomon to Iſrael; and by the various gifts of 
mechanical genius, as to Bezalcel for the work of 
the tabernacle; and alſo by the diſcretion which he 
beſtows upon the huſbandmen. 5 Doth: the, plow- 
man plow all the day to. ſow? Datb he; open and 
break the. clods of his. ground? M ben he hath made 
plain the face thereef, ach be not. caſt: abs oad the 
fetches, and ſcatter the cummin, aid caſt in the principal xv 
| wheat, and the appointed harley, and the rye in their . 
Place For bis God doth inſtruũt bim 10 diſcretiun. 
This..a ſo cometh forth. from the Lord of Hofts . 1 is 
wonderful i in counſel, and excellent in working. 9 85 
Souls that are enlightened may ſee the 3 
fl things of God Þ the law, and under the former 
diſpenſation, . and in his wonderful dealings with 
Ilrael by their deliverance from- Egypt, to their 
diſperſion, by the Romans; but in neither of thele 
is ſcen the excellency of our God, for in one work EE 
hath excclled all theſe. The Patriarchs and Iſracl- | 
ites had Chriſt in the, promiſe, in prophecy, in 
types, and in figures, aod they had the ſhadows of 
| him 1 in ſacrifice; but they had not ſeen him manifeſt 
in the fleſh as we have: they longed to, ſee and 
to hear- him, but did not as incarnate, God hath Y 
provided ſome better thing for us, that they without us ; 
1 0 * mgde e Abraham cannot be the 4X 
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eive his 
faith. All generations cannot be bleſſed in him, 
until his bleſfing comes upon them. Iſrael, eſpe. 
_ tially the remnant among them, were a typical 
people; Which cannot be made perfect without the 
anti- typical Iſrael of God. God bath provided ' ſome 
. better thing for us. Iſrael had the law and the glory 
of it; but the glorious goſpel is 4 glory that excelleth, 
They had their high prieſt, and other prieſts to 
miniſter; but Chri/ bath obtained a more excellent ni. 
miſtry,” which is not after the law of a carnal command- 
nent, But after the power of an endleſs life.” They 
received the law by the diſpoſition of angels; but 
unto” the” angels *bath be not put in  ſubjeion* the 
goſpel, which is what the Jews uſed to call be 
world to come, obereof do ſpeak + for the- goſpel began to 
be fpoken by the Lord, «ho hath by inheritance obtained 
a" mort excellent name than They. + And indeed the 
angels get their knowledge of the goſpel from us, 
| inſtead of © preaching i it to us, as it is written; to the 
intent that not, unto the Principalities and Powers in 
Base places, might be knawon by the church the : mani. 
fold wiſdom of Cod. The Jewiſh church was much 
under bondage to fear; but the creatures le Gentiles 
ale delivered from the bondage e of corruption, and | 
brovght into the glorious liberty « of the children of 2 
God, and to. wall in charity, which i is the more er. 
callent way. © 4 1 
- _ creation infinlte* wiſdom 2 almighty power 
ate Dane in the Jay holineſs, Juſtice,” and - 
terrible 


A tbed e ak che vid te basses 


@ 263. * 
terrible majeſty, arg ſeen; but in the eternal ſalva- 
tion of poor ſinners, by free grace through faith in, 
Chriſt Jeſus, is diſcovered a more glorious diſplay 
of every perfection of the Deity. The eternal, 
counſel, mercy, and goodneſs, of the eternal Three, 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are moſt. wonderfully. 


exhibited in this ever bleſſed plan, wherein life and, 


immortality are brought to light, the manifold wiſ-, 
dom of God-unfolded, and in which be hath abgund-. 
ed towards us in all wiſdom and prudence. This 
work excelleth all his works. I o fee by che exe 
of faith Chriſt crucified for us, and to fee hi * riſen, 
and glorified; yea, in our own, nature crowned, with 
glory and honour, and aſcended. far. above all hea- 
vens, there to appear in the preſence of God for us, 
is ſeeing the glory of the Lord with a witneſs ;; yea, 
r is ſuch a ſight as no Old Teſtament ſaint ever 
had under the former diſpenſation, and. therefore 

ble fed are our eyes, for they ſee theſe. things, which are 
what the ancient ſaints longed to ſee, but ſaw them 
. But wwe fee the glory of the Lord, and the excel- 

-= of our God; which excellency is the clear re- 


velation of a trinity of perſons in one nature, united 
in the one Jehovah, which by Chrilt himſelf is 
clearly revealed; and which eternal Three, in in- 


effable, incomprehenſible, and eternal union, is the 
one Lord God of Iſrael, the . Go of A, 


Jjaac, and Faces. | 
This the Saviour, who lay" in the Socom of the 


F N hath revealed, and this 1 is the great and glo- 
IS 10 
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"= object of that faith which i is peculiar to God 
| clect, all of whom are 10 come to the acknowledgment 
Ke of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, 
- Coloſ. ii. 2. And to make all men fee what is the 
fellowſhip of the myſtery. Eph. iii. 9. And ſure 1 
BK am that a believing view and feeling ſenſe of the 
” eternal love of God the Father, a clear diſcovery of 
one's intereſt i in the finiſhed ſalvation of God the 
| Son, with light to ſee, and life to feel, the hope and 
1 bleſſed renewing of God the Holy Ghoſt, is 
| | ſeeing” the excellency of our God. This work of God 
excels all his works; and to the poor periſhing 
broken hearted ſinner this is God's moſt ex- 
| cellent appearance. May the grace of our Lord 
Fefus Chriſt, and the loue of God, and the fellowſhip of 
the Holy Ghoft, be with my reader noto und for evermore. 
Amen and Amen, ays the Le of” all grein 
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Tur PASSOVER FEAST, AND THE PROPER cuksrs, 
Vd gatetb my fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, hath toy 
nal life * bim ps the laft day.. 
% John vi. > 
R WEE: „„ N : 8 
Arx this ſpeech the Jews take Fu grent offence} 5 
yea, and numbers of che Lord's nominal diſciples | 
kick at it, depart from him, and walk no more with 
him; nor doth it ſeem that the Lord's true diſciples 
were altogether pleaſed, but rather diſguſted; hence 
the Lord's inquiry, Will ye alſa go away? The 
words that the Lord ſpoke were ſpirit, aud they were 
life; but the carnal Jews put carnal conſtructions 
upon all that he ſaid, and took it for granted that 
all who thus fed upon Chriſt muſt be canibal.. 
Bringing divine myſteries down to car: reaſon, 
which can never reach their divine ſublimity, is 
the ſole cauſe of making Chriſt Jeſus a fone tum 
bling, aud. rock of offence ; for by carnal reaſon. they 
cannot comprehend them, therefore they take offence | 
at, and reject them, and ſo fumble at tb word, being 
ajobedient, whereunto allo they were-appointed., The 
pou woman of Samaria put her Confirafians upon 
Chyiſt's $ 


font him, and to friſt his dort. be e 


2. 


Chriſt's /iving water as theſe do upon his feb and 
Blood; for ſhe could not raiſe one thought above 


Faceb's well, nor can theſe raiſe one thought above 


| eating real fleſh, and drinking real blood. 


That depth of ſatan, called tranſubtantiation, took 


its riſe from ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, by which fooliſh 


notion the Saviour, who is the eternal banquet of 
poor periſhing ſouls, 1s turned into a morſel for the 


| bowels, which (wich all other enen n 


caſt out into the draught. . daes, 
But one might think it ae et the x 
who had been ſo long under. the ceremonial Jaw, and 
ſo long accuſtomed to offer ſacrifices, thould ſee no 
farther than the victim and the altar, when their 


l was ſo full of accounts about ſin offerings, peace 


offerings, burnt offerings, and atonemeots; and 


above all, the paſſover offerings, by which, and under 
the blood of Nang Iſrael eſcaped the en 


2 in Egypt. ed iy 8. "34 74 42 9 r 
oreovet hank the * ſome of their ſacrifices 


ws # ite Fane; part was for God, 


which pointed out ſatisfaction for ſins; another part 
went to the prieſts, another to the offerer, and 
another to thoſe who! were: inoted; and thus it is 
now., Chriſt our prieſt delighted in the redemption 
& our fouls ; bis. meat was: to do ibe will of him that 


#; tually called to the heavenſy feaſt, find ee e 


and ü dson in Ch bor their ſob s. 
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Wh mould myſtical od ſbem ſuch a ſtrange 
thing, when there is ſcarce a perſon living who doth” 
not feed myftically upon ſomething? The covet- 
ous are faid to ftoallow down riches, and to vomit them 
up again. God ſhall caſt them out of hisbelly, (Job 
* 15) as Judas did when he caſt the thirty pieces 
of ſilver down in the temple, that is, when the 
wrath of God had made him ſick. The whore of 
Batylm is ſaid to thirff 8 the blood of the Jaints, and 
to be mage drunk with it. The deſtruction of God's 


with buſts, that is, with a form of godlineſs without 


aul, nar ſay, 1s there not a lie in thy right band? Waiah' 


. the eaſt wind, Hoſea xii. 1. Thoſe! that hate 
knowledge, and deſpiſe ia eat the fruit of their 
own Ways, and are filled with their own devices. Prov. 


all theſe feed in a myſtical way, and all of this is 
fad to be ſpending money for that which 15 mot bread,” 
and labour fer that which ſatisfetÞ not ; which food is* 
only to oratify the carnal mind,..or the evil deſires 
of the fleſh, for it can never ſatisſy t the defires of a 


Nothing but * food will do for fact a diſ- 
trefſed 


people is 4 ſweet entertainment to their revengeful 
fouls. The mouth of foolsfeedeth on fooliſhneſs. © Prov. 
xv. 15. The prodigel would fain have filled bis belly 


the power. The heretic feedeth on aſhes; 'a deceived 
heart bath turned him de, Jo that be cannot deliver hi 


xiv. 20. of Ephraim it is ſaid, when he went to 
idolatry, that he feedeth on I and follo eth after . 


l 31. Aud ' the fouls of tranſgrefſors tat violence. Now 


{ul ens of guilt, and ſenſible of his loft eſtate. . 13 
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treſſod ſinner, who is ſearching the Wein. eur. 
neſtly, in which he hopes 'to find eternal life; and they 
are they (ſaith the Saviour) that te/tify of me. He 
finds himfelf, like the Ethiopian eunuch, too ignorant 
to come co their ſpiritual, Tenſe, except ſome one 
guides him. Now, as there are ſome who periſh for © 
lack of knowledge, it follows that knowledge muſt be 
food for thoſe who periſh not. My yen, eat thou honey, 
becauſe 4. ks good, and the honeycomb, which is feet tg 
thy taſte : S ſhall the knowledge of wiſdom be unto 
thy foul (when thou baſt found it; then there hall be a 
reward, and thine e not be cut of. Proy. 
+ | Þ © OY © 4 
Exediel eats the roll, * Jann the ll book ; mt 
when. they came 15 learn, mark, and inwardy d 
geſt, the things that were contained in them, they 
ſoundehem as /coeet as honey. A knowledge of Chriſt 
crucified is heavenly food; : and God hath promiſed 1 
Jend paſtors after bis own heart, that ſhall feed bis people 
With knowledge and underftanding. 1 
© ., Again, the ſelf· condemned ſoul, who. 1 that 
he hath broken every precept of God's law, and 
ſtands condemned by ir, being under a ſenſe of God's 
wrath, he hungers for rightcoulneſs, and Chriſt cru- : 
cified is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to eve- 
ry one that believes; and it 1 is in this, and this only, 
| tar be any. find peace i hx ennſciencr. or LF | 
"One = Jas. under py" eh. Fo 1 


| Ae aging: before his eyes bur his 
Own 
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own tranſygeſMons, with nothing but bitter reflec- 
tions within, and expecting nothing but torment in 
the world to come; it is no wonder that ſuch a foul, 
hearing that he blood of Chriſt cleanſes from all Jin, 
and that the dear Redee mer made peace and recon- 
ciliation by the blood of his croſs, 1 ſay it is no won- 
der that ſuch a poor ſoul thirſis for the atonement. 
My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
And fo it is to thoſe who feel their real need of 
them; for ſuch a ſoul by the eye of faith ſees Chriſt 
under all the fins of his people, beating the weight 
of them in his own body on the tree ; enduring the 
wrath of God and the curſe of the law, which are 
due to ſuch tranſgreſſors; and as their ſurety paying 
the dreadful debt, and delivering them from going 
down to the pit by n down his own . the 
price of their ranſom. : 
The words that I ſpeak unto you are „ and they | 
are life. They are not to be carnally or hterally un- 
derſtood. I lay down my life a ranſom for many, 
and 1 ſhall take it again, and aſcend into heaven in 
that human nature, which I ſhall offer up a facrifice 
for ſin, and the Heavens will receive me till the reftitu- 
tion of all things, and yet (as the omnipreſent God) 
I am with you always to the end of the world; and, 
though the word ſees meno more, yet ye ſee me, and I 
will manifeſt myſelf to them that the Father hath 
given me, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him, and I will come with all the benefits 
of my croſs, and will ſup with him and be with me; 5 
wy wy e | and 
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' aboundin hope toward me. I will ſatisfy. his ſelf. 


| 
N 
| 
' 
' 
| 
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election, redemption, and reconcilation; juſtifica- 


him, and be ſhall live by the faith of me; for I will 


1 ſees me to be a lin- offering, and that I was made a 


| know that my blood is drink indeed, when it purges 


W 
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C 
and much ſhall know Mor g word 4+" thy and my 
word is life, for I ſhall bring my reward with me, 
I will remove the veil of ignorance, and feed him 
with the knowledge of myſelf, and his intereſt in 
me; his guilty conſcience ſhall be fatisfied with a 
joyful ſenſe of the remiſſion of all ſins; his dead ſoul 
ſhall have the abundance of life ; his hard heart 
ſhall melt under my dying love to him ; and he ſhall 


condemned ſoul with my everlaſting righteouſneſs ; 
I will renew his mind and make it heavenly, and 
keep it in perfect peace ſtayed upon me, and I will 
fill him with love, joy, and conſolation : he ſhall ſee 
me as his all-ſufficient Saviour, and ſhall truſt in me 
as the faithful and true witneſs ; and ſhall know his 


tion, ſanctification, and renovation; and have an aſ· 
ſurance of his eternal glorification. I will live in 


come to him, and will dwell in him, and he ſhall be 
repleniſhed, filled, and infinitely ſatisfied with my 
fulneſs, and with my goodneſs ; and ſhali ſee that all 
thoſe things are procured to him by my ſacrifice, 
and aſſured to him by the ſatisfaction I have made, 
and by the manifeſtation of myſelf to him; then 
ſhall' he know that my fleſh is meat indeed, when he 


curſe to fave him from eternal death, And he ſhall | 


* from all kis fins, redeems him from the wrath 
3 8 . ; | is | 3 to 
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to ſuch an one my word is ſpirit in the application 
of it to him, and by the experience, power, and ac- 
compliſhment, of it in him; and my word is life 


ſpiritual, and eternal death. Andi wilh raiſe him up 
ar ny laſt day.” ; 


to come, and opens a way for him to eternal bliſs ; 


where I thus quicken a ſoul, and fave it from legal, 
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| THE HEAVEN-BORN sou IN HIS HIGHEST cha- 


„ 


RAcrER (CONSIDERED AS HAVING pur ON THE 
NEW MAN), DERIVING THE WHOLE OF nis 
PEDIGREE FROM THE BIN SEED OF GOD. 


Vibe ver is born of God dath not commit fin, for bi 


* feed remaineth in bim; and he cannot fin, * 
is born of God. 1 John iii. 9. 


InranT innocency, or akon from the in-be- 
ing of ſin, or from every commiſſion of it, cannot 
be intended in this text; for, if we /ay that we have 
mot ſinned, we make God a liar, for he hath declar- 
ed that we have all ſinned. 

Nor can the lying notion of ſinleſs ho be 


ſupported by it; for, if we ſoy we have no fin, we de- 
cefve ourſebves, and the truth is not in us. The apoſ- 
_ tle John is point blank againſt both-theſe ; nor can 


it mean that a ſoul born of God never commits fin; 


for, at the apprehenſion of Chriſt, all rhe diſciples for- 
feat him and fled, John as well as the reſt : and that 


was_contrary to what they had all avowed. And God 


fays, Thou ſhalt pay thy vows. Peter declared, Though 
I ſhould die with thee, yet will I not deny thee; likewiſe ai 
aid all the diſciples. Matt, xxvi. 35. This was ſin, 


it 1 


and 6 great ſin too; moreover, the apoſtles were 
ignorant of the word of God, as well as others. For 
as yet they knew not the ſeriptures, that he maſt rift 
again from the dead. John xx. g. And we know 
that ignorance is ſin, A facrifice was appointed un- 
der the law for the ſin of ignorance. Nor can we 
ſuppoſe that the apoſtle John never offended in his 
converted. ſtate ; for James, the great paſtor of the 
goſpel church at Jeruſalem, as perſonating all the 
apoſtles and diſciples of Chriſt, affirms that in many 
things we offend all, and that be that offendeth not in 
tongue is a perfect man, &c. And, as it is here grant- 
cd and confeſſed by one of the greateſt of men that 
all offend, ſo alſo ſaith the wiſdom of God that 
there is not a juſt man upon earth that dueth good ant 
fameth not. 1 muſt confeſs that this text uſed often 
to ſtumble me; nor have I ever met with a preacher, 
or ſermon by a- preacher, nor private , chriſtian, nor 
commentator, - that ever did, or could, remove 
this ſtumbling block out of my way; nor did the 


icke, with his garment down to'the foot, bis golden 
- girdle, with. his hoary head and Aaming eyes; his feet 
46 burniſhed braſs, and his voice as many waters ; be 
at once drops at his feet as one dead, and riſes no more till 
a divine arm was laid upon him, and bis fears rebuked 
and removed by the Lord himſelf. Rev. i. 13, 14, 15. | 
16. All theſe things, this ſervile fear, this panic, 
this dropping dead, and fainting away, Were fo many 
| Fo as 5 ieee = 


conduct of John himſelf remove it; for, when he a f 
the gan of God in'the midi of the ſeven golden candle= 
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when he told him he had the keys of hell and of 


His natural temper and humility mighi excæe 
and that he was a moſt affectionate lover and faith- 
ul follower of Chriſt, that Chriſt (as man) loved 
him with a moſt tender affection; and that he lived 

5 W 0 chan all the reſt of the ATE and came to 


cm) 


| wdicaicis of the fall of man, of human 


vity, of the in-being of ſin, and of a ſenſe of ul 


from that in- being, and of dreadful fear, ſhame, and 


apprehenſions of the divine anger, on the account oſ 


it; all which the Saviour rebuked, and encouraged 


him againſt; Fear not, I am be that liveth, and was 


dead, and am alive for evermore, Amen, and have the 


keys of bell and of death. There was no cauſe to re. 


buke his fears, if they were not ſervile, nor to tell 


him he had the keys of hell and of death, if he had 
no ſenſe of his pwn comelineſs turning into corruption, x 
Daniel's did at the ſame fight. And, when Chriſt 

Kid to him, Fear hot, it was to diſperſe his appre- 
henſions of divine anger, to the which he yielded 
through fear; and, when he faid, I am he that liv. 
eth, it was to inform him that he had an advocate, 
and an everliving interceſſor, with the Father; and 


death, it was to deliver him from the fears and ap- 
eee of both. All which prove that John, 

though the beloved diſciple, was not perfect in 
as fleſh, or without ſin; though he might be kept 


very near to God, very lively in his frames, and 
have uncommon light, knowledge, wiſdom, and 


others; 


2 na- 


Loo 
e natural end, which the n d not, and had the 
honour of finiſhing the canon of ſcripture; all chis 


may be true of him, yet all gifts are from the God 
ol nature and of grace. And yet, as a ſon of Adam, 


yea, and the chiefeſt of ſinners, it ſhews that the 
Lord's great condeſcenſion to John Was to one 


practice, for all have ſinned, all are enemies to God 


come ſhort of the glory of God; all have revolted 
from him (the judgment came upon all to condem- 
nation), and all are children of wrath, the one as well 
as the other; and, inſtead ol the Jews excceding the 
heathen nations in righteouſneſs, by their conduct 
profancneſs went from them into all lands, and 
the name of God was blaſphemed among the 
Gentiles through them, for the Gentiles had no God, 


often fell to idolatry, Wah. was ch * their oh 
« 4 that could bold. 15 water. . Wo 

If a nian that is born of God never "offends l in 
thought, word, or deed, the old man maſt not only 
be erucified, dead, and buried, with Chriſt, but en- 
tirely extinct with reſpect to us. But with abe fleſo 


{lf cautions believers againſt fin, which ' ſhews the 
pollibility of a heaven · born ſoul ſinning; Theſe things 
erite I anto you, that you fin not; and yet guards the 
T-...._..-: 


* 


he was a ſinner; and, as Chriſt came to ſave ſinners, 


that was a ſinner, as all are both by birth and 


(and this John owns, not that we loved God); all have 


but idols. And Iſracl, who — had the true God, 


Paul ſerved the Jaw of fin. Rom. vii. 25. John him- 


_— 
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| believer againſt deſpair, ſhould this be the whhappy 
caſe; And, if any man ſin, we have an advocate with 


ANTE Fay cf. 92 
* act with a fallen one; If am man fee bis brother 
and be | ſhall give him life fur bim that fins not un 


des- ah pt it. 


Were he might (like Paul) exerciſe himſelf day 
without ſome cenſure, reproof, accuſation, or re- 


the mouth ſpeaketh. For, if our heart condemn us; Gd 
ts greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Belmv- 


appears. evident that John was not unacquainted 
with the cenſures of his own heart, and of appeals to | 


| knew the uſe and value of Chriſt in that office; /* 
haue an advocate with tbe Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our fins. From 
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the Father, Jeſus Chriſt . the r . aud be is the 
Furthermore, he tells the danding 5 of 
Nn a fin cubich is not unto death,, he ſpall aſr of God, 
death; there is a ſin unto death, * 40 not 1 fey that be 
Nor do I believe FI this _ 1 3 holy . 


and night to have always a conſcience void of of. 
fence; yet he did not always eſcape the har of equity 


proach; and this may be gathered from his own 
pen, for i it is out of the abundance of the heart that 


ed, i our beart condemm us not, then have we chi- 
dence towards God. 1 John i ili. 20, 21. Hence it 


God in ſuch caſes, and acknowledges the happy 

enjoyment of a _ cs 158 our n con- 

demn us not, & c. 5 
And he is thankful al fot: 1 an Fate ad he 


all 


- -- a 
_— 


, WE-4 : 
| all which we may conclude” that ſinleſs perfection, or 
perfection in the fleſh, is neither advanced i in this 
text, nor intended by it. Gs 
Some have been ready to conclude, from this por- 
tion of ſcripture, that believers, becauſe they would 

4 good, and, if poſſible, would gladly be free from 

all fins, yea, from the very in-being of fin, that 
their ſlips and falls are no fins, and becauſe the man 
is bleſſed to whom the Lord will not impute fin. But 


tradict this notion; beſides, they are called fins, 
though not imputed ; that is, they are not imputed | 
to the believer ſo as to be brought forth againſt him | 
at the day of judgment, becauſe Chriſt the ſurety 
has born them, and made ſatisfactipn and anſwered 
for them ; nevertheleſs they are brought forth in 
the court of conſcience, and' procure many frowns, 

chaſtiſements, deſertions, reproofs, loſs of comfort, 
deadneſs of ſoul, ſhame, and confuſion of face, and 
for which they are often detained before the Lord in 
the court of equity, till the blood of ſprinkling 
procures their nem and eee o 
God's preſence. | 
Others have thought that this por in-my text is. 
faith, becauſe it is ſaid that whatſoever is born of 
God overcomes the world; and this is the vittory * 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. And ſome 

have concluded it muſt be the word of God, becauſe - 
that is called incorruptible ſeed, Some have thought 
that it is Chriſt formed in us, as he is called # : ſeed, : 


he confeſſions and groanings of all the ſaints con- 


| ) 
the feed of David, &c. And others call it the im. 
plantation of grace, which the Spirit plants in the 
ſoul, which is called a bed of ſpices, and under 
whoſe influence theſe various graces, or /Þices, are 
made to flow out into exerciſe, and emit their odours, 
Jo as to make the believer a ſweet ſavour of Chal ; 
© which, for ought I know, is true, 
When this. great apoſtle treats of the faint's ſpiri- 
; tual birth, he ſays that be is born not of blood, nor © 
of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
Ged. God of his own will begets him by the word 
| applied, and the Spirit, operating with it, quickens 
him; and, when begotten from a ſtate of death and 
inſenſibility, and quickened to a feeling ſenſe of 
his danger, wrath ſeizes him, and awakens all his 
fears about him, and againſt him, and the ſenſe of 
wrath chains his heart down to meditate terror; 
his mind is chafed, vexed, orieved, agitated, and tor- 
- mented, : for. fear hath torment, Wrath and guilt, 
meeting together, bring on the labour; loye, meet- 
| ing with our miſery, and operating againſt it, pro- 
duces the birth, and brings forth the ſoul. There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love caſteib out. fear, becaufe 
Fear bath torment ; be that feareth is not made petfen 
in ＋ anale that loveth is Mee hes and knoweth 
2 We 1 3 uſed wy 1 in 
condeſcenſion to human weakneſs. We read of the 
ſeed of man, which is man; and of the ſeed of beaſts, 
which are beaſts; and we © read of Chriſt being called 


a ſeed, 


* 
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a ſeed, who is God and man in one perſon ; and 
ye read of Chriſt's /eed, which are partly fleſh and 
partly Spirit; The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and 
the Spirit againſt the fleſh, &c, Now, as all ſeed has 
the likeneſs of thoſe from whom it ſprings, and the 
ſame nature, this /zed in my text, whatever it is, muſt 
have ſome reſemblance to God; yea, and the na- 
ture of him too. But then what is God? John an- 
ſwers, God is love; and he that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God; and he that is thus begotten of 
God loves him that begets, and him that is begot- 
ten of him. Hence it appears that this ſeed is the 
diſtinguiſhing and everlaſting love of God the F ather 
ſhed abroad i in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
is given unto us; for John always aſcribes it to 
God the Father. We read of the love of the Father, 
and of the love of Chriſt, and of the love of the Spi- 
rit; of the fulneſs of Chriſt, and of all grace, which 
is produced by the Spirit, and diſtinctly called 
the fruit of the Spirit; and we read of the grace 
of Chriſt, and of him formed in the heart, &c. &c. 
But this /eed is the everlaſting love of God the Fa- 
ther, diſtin& from the love of Chriſt, and from the 
love of the Spirit who promiſes 10 circumejſe our 
bearts to love him, and with loving-kindngſs to draw us. 
And, as God of his own will begets us, his ſeed 
is in thoſe begotten of. him; and Chrift ſays, 
The Father hinyelf loveth you; and it was love in God 


to ſend his Son ; and this wy er by 
14 2 os a 


2 
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John himſelf from the love of Chriſt, and from the 
f love of the Holy Spirit, which he calls the anointing, 
It was brought with power and comfort to my 
foul that this is the ſeed; and no wonder, for John 
owns that this ſeed is of the Father, for love is of God 
(1 John iv. 7), and God is love; and be that dwellethin 
love dewelleth in God, and God in him. 1 John iv. 16. 
This is the /eed, this is the divine nature, this is the 
root of the matter; it is the more excellent way, and 

it is that charity that never faileth, and is the elder 


ſiſter of the three, and the ſoul of all the reſt; for | 


Faith, patience, humility, meekneſs, temperance, and 
ever) other virtue, are aſcribed to her. 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 
6 ye Charity thinketh no evil, and is therefore « 


| "feed that cannot fin. He that is born of God ſinneth nt, 


Paul delighted i in the law of God after the inner- 
man; this is love. That which is born of the fleſh is 
Feb, faith the. Saviour; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is ſpirit, John doth not deſcribe fully the old 
man, he only mentions the ſaint conſidered as a new 
creature that ſinneth not, and the e that remains in | 
| bim that cannot fin. 8 
Furthermore, it is an kabirual courſe of dung 
that John ſtrikes at, as appears from his own words, 
The devil fiat from the beginning. 1 John iii. 6. He 
that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is 
ngbteous; but whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs is not 
of God, neither he that Ioveth not his brother. He that 
"__ is of the devil, he that is born of God finneth 
not (a courſe of ſinning f is nn He 


no, then 


C2) 

then brings forth Cain and Abel as the patterns oY 
' theſe two ſorts of perſons, which he calls children of 
God, and children of the devil. Cain was of that wick= 
ed one, and flew his brother; and wherefore ſlew he bim ? 
becauſe bis own works were evil, and nothing but evil, 
and his brother's works were righteous; and he that doth 
righteouſneſs is of God. A ſervant of fin, of whom 
Cain is the pattern, cannot perform works of righ- 
teouſneſs; he is 1gnorant of the attribute of righteouſ- 
neſs in God, and of the righteouſneſs which the law 
requires; there is no faith in him, nor righteouſneſs - 
on him, and therefore ſuch a ſervant of fin is free from 
righteouſneſs. Rom. vi. 20. Nor gan ſuch ever ſerve 
the living God till their conſcience is purged' from 
dead works by the blood of Chriſt ; nevertheleſs, 
ſuch a ſervant of fin may have many. external ſhews 
of righteouſneſs, and all the forms of godlineſs, as 
Cain brings his offering, and as the phariſees ap- 
peared outwardly righteous before men, yet thex 
cannot pleaſe God. The ſervice of a phariſee is the 
rankeſt hypocriſy. Wicked men may perform many 
acts, ſpeak, pray, ſacrifice, and do external works 
of righteouſneſs, in outward ſhew, and yet in heart, 
in ſoul, and in the ſight of God, be nothing but the 
willing ſlaves of fin and ſatan; and, on the other hand, 
a real faint may ſlip, fall, backſlide, and be ſo 
carried away by the force of temptation and inbred 
corruption, like Samſon, David, Peter, the inceſtu- 
ous perſon, &c. till they look like the ſervants of 
hn, and yet at the ſame time are in, faith, in grace, 
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in will, mind, heart, and affedion, real lovers of 


the true and genuine principles of evangelical ſer- 
vice, and without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Sod. A real faint may put on the old man, as 


when he humbled himſelf, and the way-/ide bearer | 


warniſhed bypocrite; and hence the wiſe man's 
ſaying is true. There is à vanity which is done upon 


wort of the righteous; I ſaid that this alſo is vanity. 


dhat lives by his faith; the other is a wicked man dead 
in . fin, and dead to God. The vanity of the 


a)) 


God; and ſuch as ſerve him in newneſs of ſpirit, 
and not in the oldneſs of the letter; ſerve him in the 
work of faith, in the labour of love, and in the pa- 
tience of hope, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which are 


David did when he ſwore by God that he would 
cut off from the houſe of Nabal all that piſſeth 
againſt the wall; and as Peter did when he denied 
the Lord, and ſwore to it. And, on the other hand, 
the vileſt ſinner may have the appearance of put- 
ting on the new man, as Eſau when he wept, Ahab 


when he rejoiced in the word of truth: but, after 
all, you may call the former of theſe a real /oeep in 
a goat's ſkin, and the latter a real wolf in ſheep's 
clothing; the former a fallen ſaint, and the latter a 


the earth, that there be juſt men unto whom it hap- 
peneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there | 
be wicked men unto whom it happeneth according to the 


Eccl. viii. 14. Here are two men deſcribed, the 
one is called juſt, a believer in Chriſt, and a juſt man 


ſormer is, chat it 3 to him (to do) ac- 
Te cording 
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cording to the works of the wicked; this is vanity ; 
and I may add, it is the vexation of his foul too: 
and the vanity of, the other is, that it happeneth to 
him (to do) according to the works of the righ- 
teous; but, as he is a wicked man, his hypocritical 
works are called vanity. David, in his conduct with 
Bathſheba, and in making Uriah drunk, exhibited 
che former; and Ahithophel, in giving David fever 
counſel, and walking with him io the houſe of God in 
company, did exhibit the latter. But David was a 
juſt man in Chriſt Jeſus, notwithſtanding his falls; 
and the other was a wicked man, notwithſtanding all 
his high attainments. Saints are ſometimes in ap- 
pearance what they are not in heart, and fo are 
ſinners. The maſter and father of the ſaints has 
appeared ere now in diſguiſe; for, though he was 
ſpotleſs, and perfectly holy, both in his divine and 
human nature, yet God ſent his own Son in the likeneſs 
of finful fleſh. Rom. viii. 3. So the holy ſeed have 
at times appeared diſguiſed, by putting on the a, 
man, which is corrupt. And ſo the maſter and 
father of ſinners is transformed into an angel of light, 
which is his diſguiſe ; and his miniſters and ſervants 
have been transformed into the likeneſs of the mi- 
niſters of righteouſneſs, which is the quinteſſence of 
infernal hypocriſy. But what of all this? Chriſt is 
lle Holy One, and ever was; and the devil is the 
Wicked one, and ever will be. Believers are the holy 
ſeed, notwithſtanding all their imperfections and 
fleſhly infirmities, and ever ſhall be the /eed which 
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Ged hath Bleſſed ; and all hypocrites are the chit- 
dren of ſatan, who learn of him this their diſguiſe, 
and ever ſhall be, notwithſtanding all their preten« 
fions and attainments. The prodigal did not loſe 
his adoption through all his awful backſliding; nor 
did the elder ſon get the kid by ail his long ſervice. 
It is true, 4'ww1/e ſervant ſhall have rule over a fon that 
. cauſeth ſhame; and ſhall have part of the inheritance 
among the brethren, Prov. xvii. 2. This is often 
ſeen. Abſalom was a wiſe ſervant, who ſtole away 
the hearts of Iſrael from his father, and for a time 
ruled over him, who at that time was 4 ſon that had 
cauſed ſhame. And a wiſe ſervant is often ſeen in a 
pulpit; and may reprave, rebuke, and ſometimes, 
with the reſt of the church, exclude or excommuni- 
cate, //on-that caufeth ſhame, and himſelf be no more 
than a. bond-ſervant. And, though it is ſaid that 
ſuch a wiſe ſervant ſpall have part of the inheritance 
among the brethren, yet it is only a gift, not grace; 
ſuch a part as Judas had, who took part of this mi- 
niir with us, The gifts that the Prince of Peace 
gives to his ſons are theirs for ever; but, if he give : 
@ gift to one of his ſervants (not evangelical ſervants, 
but bond ſervants), then it ſhall be bis to the year of 
 Iiberty; after it ſpall return to the prince. Ezekiel 
Alvi. 17. This year of liberty ſeems to be the 
time when the Lord will come to reckon with his 
| ſervants, and 10 tate away the talent from the fothful © 
Ky who bad dug in the Fs and hid bis Iond's 
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At bis day 2 ſhalt give dim 2 Bire, der foal 
the ſun go down upon it, for e is poor and ſetteth 
his heart upon it; leſt he cry againſt thee unto the 
Lord, and it be i 7 unte ber. Deut. XXIV. 15. | 
In this, as 2 as in ten thouſand other inſtances, 

we may ſee the tender mercy of God over all his 

works, and his tender feelings for the poor and 
needy. How conſiderate doth he appear towards 
the poor diſtreſſed laborious. Ones, who get their 
bread by the ſweat of their brow, whoſe mouths 
crave all that their hands bring in; and who, being 
thus poor, ſet their hearts upony their hire! and their 
kind God will not ſuffer them to go home without 
it, leſt they be driven to run in ſcore, and on that 
account have an advantage taken, or be impoſed 
upon by thoſe who give them cre | 
This law is a diſplay of God's anger at he fin of 
covetouſneſs 1 in the employer, who was not to keep 
the labourer's hire after he had earned it, nor was he 
to keep him waiting at his door, or ſtanding about 
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hu gate until midnight; a time when every ſhop 
- was likely to be ſhut up, and nothing to be bought, 
Thou fhalt pay him before the ſun go down, or it ſhall 
be.fin unto thee. However, the mercenary and the 
unrighteous paid but little regard to this law, for 
many of them, inſtead of paying their labourers 
before the ſun went down, never paid them at all; 
and the excuſe that ſome of thoſe maſters ſeem to 
have made in goſpel days was, becauſe fome of the 
| labourers were believers in Jeſus of Nazareth : but 
in their trouble theſe poor defrauded ſouls cried to 
God, and obtained an anſwer too. Go to now, ye rich 
men, weep and bowl for your miſeries that ſhall come 
upon you; your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are motb- eaten; your gold and i Iver is corrupted, and 
the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall 
eat your fleſh as it were fire: ye have beaped treaſure 
together for the laſt days. Behold! „ the hire of the 
labourers which have reaped down your fields, which is 
of you kept back by fraud,, crieth; and the cries of them 
which have reaped are entered into the ears «of the Lord 
of Sabaoth. James v. T, 22. KY tr. | | 
| My intention and buſineſs, i in the preſent PL Is 
3 diſcover the goſpel that is couched in this text. 
Every branch of the ceremonial law repreſented 
Chriſt; and thus the maſters that hired theſe Jabour- 
ers prefigured the great Lord of the houſehold 
of faith, who was maſter of all theſe maſters in 
IIxael: and, indeed, the three PzrSONS in the Gov- 
HEAD are called maſters, as it is written, The words 
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7 the 0 viſe are as TTY and as nails faſtened by the 
maſters of aſſemblies, which are given from one Shepherd. 
Eccl. xii. 11. No maſters, except theſe divine 
perſons called watchers and holy ones (Dan. iv. 
17), can give a piercing point to theſe goads, or 
clench theſe nails, that is, apply the word of truth to 
the ſalvation of ſouls; for the excellency and the power 
i God, and not of man. God hath given vs a par- 
ticular deſcription of this hired ſervant, Thou ſhalt 
not oppreſs an hired ſervant that is poor and needy, 
whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy ſtrangers, that 
are in thy land within thy gates. Deut. xxiv. 40 
Whereia we find that the ſtate of thoſe ſervants is poor 
and needy; and where it is thus, whether the ſervant be 
Jew or Gentile, his. heart being jet upon his hire, he is to 
be paid before the ſun goes down. Now, as this maſter 
repreſented Chriſt, and | as theſe poor and needy 
ſervants, ſome of whom were Iſraelites, pen 
ſtrangers, ſet forth God's elect among Jews and 
Gentiles; and as Chriſt came to fulſil all uf. 
neſs, and to be the truth of all the types, and the ſub- 
ſtance of all the ſhadows, we muſt look for the ac- 
compliſnment of this branch of the cetemonial-law 
in che Nn Telamant, 1 chere bee hall fa 
* Sons SITS! 
8 the kingdom: of Wee is dork a man 0 is 
an hauſebalder, -which went out early in the morning 10 
bire labourers into his vineyard. Matt. xx, 1. The 
Lord hath ſaid that be would once more ſhake ubt only 
2 the, * but heaven ; which CO ſigniſieth te 
ant removing | 


can) 
| removing of the Moſaic diſpenſation, Whit upon 
the coming of Chriſt was ſhaken, waxed old, and 
vaniſhed away, that the goſpel diſpenſation might 
take place; which is never to be aboliſhed, or ſuc. 
ceeded by another diſpenſation, ſo long as the world 
f ſtands, and which is what Chriſt here ſtyles the 
5 kingdom of heaven. And thus Paul explains it, 
ſaying, And this word, yet once more, fignifieth the 
removing of thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of things 
that are made, that thaſe things which cannot be ſhaken 
muy remain. Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom which 
camot le moved, let us. have grace, whereby we may 
ſerue God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
HFeb. xii. 27, 28. Now the preaching of the goſpel, 
or publiſhing the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
heaven, and Chriſt going forth with his power in 
the miniſtry of the goſpel, to make it effectual to 
„ _— and: OUR Ang and TR ls 
ke er 8 
\ Houfebolder wobich went out wy in the morning to 
Ie labourers into his vineyard. The houſeholder is 
Chriſt, who' is the king of Zion and maſter of the 
houſehold of faith. He appeared at the end of the 
_ Jewiſh, diſpenſation, 'at a time when it was very 
dark, both in the Jewiſh and Gentile world. At his 
appearing day. broke, and the ſhadows fled away; and 
 - then.it was #bat the. Day-ſpring from on high viſited 
the world; for the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhone forth with 
Healing in his beams upon thoſe that feared God's name, 


| he were waiting in faith for the conſolation of 
lich 
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lirael, or looking "the ee in Jeruſalem, 5 
- Theſe a \ 
Bass bn eb n 
ſervants; the worſt of which are thoſe who ted them- = 
| „ but feed not the flock; ſuch as the ſcribes and 
mies who laboured, but it was after the mammon 


of God and the righteouſneſs thereof; theſe toiled 
in devouring widows houſes, but not to build up 
the houſehold of faith ; they compaſſed ſea and land 
to make one proſelyte to their own devices, and 
they laboured as hard to take away the key of know- 
kdge; and thoſe who were entering into the king- | 
dom of God they laboured'to hinder: theſe labour- 
ed hard in their own traditions, but not in the word 
and doctrine, for they omitted all the weighty mat- 
ters of the law, ſuch as judgment, mercy, faith, and 
the love of God, for theſe they left undone: they 
worked hard to keep the vineyard for themſelves; | 
by killing the ſon of God the heir of it, whom they 
aft out, and then ſeized his inheritance; yea, they 
ſtoned his ſervants, and ſent them away ſhamefully 
* handled, and others they killed; in which way they 
laboured hard, and verily they had their reward. 


leaders, the Lord calls hirelings; who, ſo far from 
caring for the flock, that they looked upon them as 
the offscouring of the earth, and as ſheep for the 
laughter; yea, they thought they did 3 ſervice 
3 ben they killed them. . 
| 5 9 5 lire 


of unrighteouſneſs, and not in ſeeking the kingdom 


Theſe falſe huſbandmen, vain ſcribes, and blind 
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But there is another and better ſort of Hired la- 
bourers, who are hired by the Lord himſelf, and by 


him ſent into the vineyard; and theſe are they who 


ſeek the kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs,of 


it, and the ſubjects of it, and who ſeek the honour 
of their great King, and not their on, and who 


receive the fruits re they labour; and theſe, and | 


only. theſe, are willing, after a godly ſort, to ſpend 


and be ſpent in his ſervice; which hired. labourers 
are worthy of tbeir bire, becauſe: they work. tor the 


Lord, and with the Lord; and the Lord works with 
them, and confirms his word is them with may Ibu. 


But it may be aſked. 


What is the labour 5 a true labourer? ? To wich 
l anſwer, labourers of this ſort, are found. to labour 


hard under a ſight of ſin, and a feeling ſenſe of their 


own guilt; they labour againſt their own corrup- 
tions, and the temptations of fatan to evil, and under 
the fears of wrath, and dread of future torment; they 


labour between hope and frar, mercy and judgment, 


goodneſs, and ſeverity, grace and corruption, and 
this world and heaven; which. is. attended with E 


bour and ſoul travail, being i in pain to bring forth; fir 
they labour .and are heavy laden, poſſeſſing an anxious, 
ardent, and godly deſire of entering into the pro- 
miſed reſt, and fearing. dreadfully leſt they ſhould 


come ſhort of , it. They ſee their ſtate and feel it 


and they alſo, ſee _ ſuitableneſs and all- ſufficiency 


of Jeſus, and labour bard to work out their ſaboatim 
with * and trembling ; that is, they firoggle againſt 


fin, 


aa 
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fin, conſcience, guilt, fear, N torment, the law 
of God, and the fiery darts of ſatan; and alſo | 
zgainſt deſpair, infidelity, al enmity, rebellion, - 
and the frowns of an angry God. Thus they labour 
to preſs through the crowd, to lay hold of the hope, 
and 10 take ſhelter in the refu ge that God hath jet before 
them : they alſo ſtrive and labour hard at the ſtraight 
gates and at the door of che ſheep-fold,. to get into 
the experience of the juſt, into the liberty of God's 
children, into union with the living vine, and into 
union with the living branches of that vine; and 
therefore their cry is like David's; 41 Remember me, 
0 Lird, with the favour that. thou. bereft. unto thy peo- 
pe! O vit me with thy ſalvation, . that 1 may ſee the 
good of thy choſen ; that Imay rejoice i in the gladugſs of 
thy nation ; 5 that. 7 may glory: with. thine inberitance 
Pim d 4p de l: l b 309 £6199 14000 
Hoch. when they get into . ae having 
overcome. and obtained the promiſed bleſſing, by 
fnding a union with the living vine and, living 
branches, they then find plenty of labour to exerciſe 
them ; ; for, ad they are not made. keepers, of. the IEG | 


THE Sa# +4 


that i 15 more than they can. do; 5 and (bleſſed be God 
for his goodneſs) i it is more. than they are left to do 
by themſelyes, for, God works in them. However, 
their own corruptions will employ . chem on the 
watch. tower, and alſo with the pruning hook of 
mortification, and that continually. And, beſides, the 
litle ore that. hol, the vines will cauſe them no fi mall 
5 | * 5 
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trouble, I mean ſuch as hold damnable herefics; 
theſe often make them ink like themſelves. With 
their i/l-/avour add to all which, there is ſelf to de. 
| ny, and a daily croſs to bear, while others are found 
to have their work of hard labour in the « word and 
doctrine. In ſhort, there is not one idle ſervant 
among them, for Chriſt hath no drone-bees i in his 
| hive, not one ſlothful one that he ſends into his 
vineyard. He calls them labourers, not loiterer; [ 
and labour they muſt. 7 
An, when he had agreed with the labourers fir « 
permy a day, be ſent them into bis vineyard, Matt 
xXx. 2. Whatever this penny may be, the labouren, 
who, according to my text, are poor and aach, 
| their heart «pon it, or lift up their ſouls unto it. The 
penny amounts to ſeven-pence halfpenny 
| of our coin; but the ſpiritual labourers in the Lord 
vineyard, bleſſed be God, art paid with better ſpeci 
than that of gold or filver.” "This penny, in our 
| country, may appear to be but ſmall wages, though 
it might be ſufficient in che land of Canaan. I hate 
been informed, if the report be true, that ſome ol 
dhe labourers, who were employed in the building of 
St. Paul's Church, had but a penny per day, and 
others twopence. And it is alſo reporter? that a 
that time a perſon could buy half a ſheep for ten- 
pence: if true, a penny would enable the labourer a 
that period 'to buy more mutton than twenty pence 
per day will now, in this day of unparalleled oppre 


ſion. However, the preſent day of oppreſſion is molt 
| | Certainl 
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certainly a prelude to the coming and kingdom of 
Chriſt, for it is a time tha? people are oppreſſed every 
ome by another, and every one by his neighbour ; ; Iſaiah 
ii. 53 which is ſent to raiſe the cries of the poor 
and needy ; and, in anſwer to the eries of the poor, 
Chriſt's firſt work will be 10 break 90 the oppre Me. 
Pſalm Ixxii. 4. | | 
We know that all temporal ann are promiſed 
to thoſe who ſeek the kingdom of God, yet I think 
that the temporal penny is not the proper wages of 
righteous labourers. If we follow the Saviour in 
his conduct, and obſerve the promiſed hire which 
he agreed to give to the firſt labourers he bargained 
with, we ſhall get at the meaning of this penny by 
the terms agreed upon between him and the labour- 
ers. Then anſwered Peter, and aid unto bim, Behold, 
we have forſaken all and followed | thee, what ſhall we 
have therefore? And Yeſus ſaid unto them, Verily I 
ſay unto you, that ye which have followad me in the re- 
generation, when the Sou of man ſhall fit on the throne 
of his glory, ye alfo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of 1jrael. And every one that hath 
forſaken houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, - or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name 
| ſake, ſhall receive an bundred fold, and foal inberit 
everlaſting life. Matt. xix. 27, 28, 29. This is the 
Lord's promiſed reward to the firſt labourers that 
hired, and his anſwer to Peter ſeems to be the agree- 
ment between the houſeholder and the labourers; and 


this Pros. he Lord calls a penny per day, Peter, as 
75 , foreman 
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foreman and mouth for the others, aſked what the 


dear Redeemer gave to his Jabourers, or what: wages 
they ſhould have for their Jabour ; and the above 


- ſum is that which the houſeholder promiſed to give; 


and that fum, according to my text, is what he 


Poor labourer”s heart is ſet upon, and md au be pou 


bim before the ſun goes down. 
But then the queſtion of my reader may bes What 


is meant by following of him in the regeneration? | 
_ anſwer, It is to follow him in faith, and not in 


legal works; to follow him out of the law, into the 


golpel ; out of bondage, i into liberty ; out of legal, 


into evangelical obedience ; out of death, into life; 
out of Wrath, into mercy ; ae out of pi; into 


love. _ 
Theſe diſciples wers to fit upon ewe FO judging | 


the twelve tribes of Iſrael : but theſe twelve thrones 
do not reſpect the general doom, for Chriſt is the 
only judge of quick and dead, as it is written, Fir 
Gad is judge himſelf. And, though it is true we ſhall 
judge angels, and the world, yet only by the teſti- 
mony that we have born, and as witneſſes againſt 
them. Theſe twelve thrones reſpe& them as apoſ- 
tles in their miniſterial capacity, and not as judges 
in the day of judgment. Theſe thrones alſo point 
out their great authority, being kings and pricſts, 
and having the keys of the kingdom of heaven, ſo 
as to admit all who believed their teſtimony into the 
houſehold of David, and to keep out all thoſe who 
| did not; to diſcover what was lawful and what un- 


lawful; 


© 49; 7 
}awful; to bind the one to the obedience of the goſ- 
V and to looſe the other by their teſtimony from 
the yoke of Jewiſh traditions and legal ceremonies; 
to pronounce the ſentence of juſtification on all who 
believed in Jeſus, and the ſentence of damnation on 
all who belived not, according to their great com- 
miſſion and the word of Chriſt; F by Beelzebub caſt 
out devils, by whom F/ your ſons caft them out? there- 
fe? ſhall they be your judges. | 
Hence we may ſee that the 7welve thrones ſhew 
their authority as kings and prieſts, and as apoſ- 
tles in their high office of the miniſtry, ſpeak- 
ing by Chriſt's Spirit, and perſonating him 1 in cheir 5 
work, who is the judge of all men. nen 
Chlriſt, who in his human nature is a glorious oa 
to bis Fatber's houſe, and a father to the inbabitants of 
Jeruſalem (Iſaiah xxii. 21, 22, 23), was formed in 
all their hearts, and the empire of grace was ſet up 
and reigned in them, and the ſentence of life and 
death was committed unto them as the greateft part « of | 
their miniſtry ; 3 Go preach the goſpel to every creature; 
he that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, and he 
that believes not ſhall be damned. Thus life and death 
were in the power. of their tongue, and they were a ſweet 
 Javour unto God in thoſe that periſhed, and in thoſe 
that were ſaved. And this, wita their commiſſion to 
go and preach to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, 
is what 1 underſtand by their fitting upon twelve | 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Tfrael, which is 
expreſſive of no pre-eminence above other common 
v4 belie vers 
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fit drwn with ne upon my throne, even as I overcany 
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believers; for be be that overcometh (ith Chriſt) al! 


and am ſat down with my Father on his throne, which 


is better thanjudging the twelve tribes * And 


the Lord adds, 

He that hath forſaken 4 or 8 or filters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or land, for 
my name ſake, ſhall receive in this life an bundred ful, 
One ſingle principle. of vital godlineſs in the heart 


comes up to all this, which is the love of Chriſt, 


He that forſakes bonſes is one who loves the houſe that 
is from above in preference to any other, that houſe 


_ which is eternal in the heavens, Again, he that for- 


ſakes carnal brethren, is one who loves a brother in 
the faith far better. Further, he that forſakes ſiſ· 

ters, is one who loves the heavenly kmily in ſince- 
rity. He alſo who leaves a father for Chriſt's ſake, 
is one who loves God above an earthly parent; 
moreover, he who forſakes a mother, is one who 
loves the church more than ſhe that bore him, if 
ſhe is in a carnal ſtate. He that forſakes a wife, is | 
one who loves the wife of the Lamb and the goſpel- 


ſupper better than that fool did who ſaid, I have mar- 


ried @ wife, and therefore I cannot come. Again, he 


that in faith forſakes his children, when called to 


_ ſuffer for Chriſt's name, hath more regard for the 


honour of Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and for the eſta- 
bliſhment of the children of God, than he hath for 


his own family; and proves himſelf a true ſon of 


Abraham, wha loved God before his own fon, 


— 
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when called to be offered up as a ſacrifice upon 
tte ſervice of the faints' faith; and he who forſakes 
lands for Chriſt's ſake, is one that regards not the 
country from whence he came out, but ſeeks an hea- 
venly one, confeſſing himſelf a ſtranger and pilgrim 
in this. And now it may be aſked what can this 
penny be which is . to the labourers ? 1 
anſwer, 

It is the love 1 Chrif ; for who are thoſe that fol- 
lom him in the regeneration, but thoſe heaven-born 
ſouls that love him? For he that loveth is born of God. 
And who are thoſe that forſake all earthly friends, with 
all the advantageous proſpects, pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments of this world ? No one but thoſe who ſincerely 
love heavenly treaſure, heavenly acquaintances, and 
heavenly pleaſures. And who are thoſe that ſhall in- 
herit eternal life? Not ſuch as love the world, or the 
things of the world ; for the love of God is not in them, 
as it is written, A friend of the world is the enemy of 
God. James iv. 4. Nor thoſe that have gifts ei- 
ther; for a man may have all knowledge, and under- 
ſtand all myſteries, and yet be deſtitute of love, and 
be nothing but an inſtrument without life. 

The labourer in my text is repreſented as being 
poor and needy; he is poor, becauſe he is by nature 
deſtitute of all true riches, and truly ſenſible of it, 
for he is conſcious that he is not rich in faith, or 
rich towards God; that he is not an heir of the 
grace of life in the enjoyment of it, nor yet an heir 
of promiſe in the application of it; he cannot call 

| God 


< 298 ) 


God the portion of his ſoul, nor find ks heart and 
affections in heaven, and therefore he cannot believe 
that his treaſure js there. M 
And he is needy, becauſe he Neis his need of all 
theſe things which I have deſcribed, and therefore 
be ſets his heart upon his hire. And what doth ſuch a 
poor ſoul want above all things ? ? Why, be covets 
earneſtly the beſt gift; and what is that but charity? 
He doth all that he can to obtain a ſenſe of Chriſt's 
love,. and would adh give all the ſulſtance of bis bouſe 
for it. But it is not to be bought; Chriſt loves us 
freely. © And what encourages and conſtrains the la- 
bourer to work? Why, it is his hire, upon which 


bis beart is ſet. And what was it that conſtrained 


Paul to Iabour more abundantly than they all, than all 
the reſt of the apoſtles ? He tells you himſelf 7he love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth me. Every poor periſni ing ſin · 
ner firſt labours hard to obtain a "ſenſe of Chriſt's 
love; and, when he hath received it, he then labours | 
as hard to keep it, nor can all the current coin . 
heaven ſatisfy him if this\pomy be wanting. 
Theſe labourers are deſcribed and held forth as 
Nanding idle in the market-place. They were idle, be- 
cauſe, by their having no knowledge of Chriſt, they 
could not work for him; and, by their being diſ- 
_ contented and diſtreſſed, like David's regiment, they 
could not work cheerfully for ſatan; and ſo could not 
ſerve either God or Frede and I therefore they ſtand 
m— . 
"ad he Fe aid C Go Je 1 all 5 vineyard, and what- 
| vos 
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ever is right I will give you ; and they went 2 ay. 
Matt. xx. 4. The word that ſends them makes 
them obedient at once, for where the word of a king 
is there is power ; which we may clearly diſcover in 
the conduct of the younger ſon, who at firſt declared 
that he would not go into the vineyard, but afterwards 
he repented and went; which repentance unto life, and a 
godly ſorrow, or ſorrow after a godly ſort, is pro- 
duced by a diſcovery of the dying love of Chriſt, for 
it is that which makes us look at him whom wwe have 
pierced, and mourn for him; a ſenſe of which produces 
repentance and obedience too. I halſeever is right 
that ſpall ye receive. Chriſt ſo loved us as to lay 
.down his life for us ; and he calls all thoſe Who la- 
bour and are heavy laden to come unto him, and 
promiſes that they ſhall find reſt to their ſouls, for 
his yoke is eaſy and his, burden light. But who are 
they that ſhall come to Mm? Feſus ſaith, if 7 be lift- 
ed up I will draw all un unto me; but there is no 
drawing us to him but h love, and they muſt and 
ſhall find reſt to their fouls; but they cannot reſt 
contented, though they may poſſeſs many gifts, 
without a ſenſe of his love. And what is his eaſy 
yoke? Mhy, faith that worketh- by love. And what 
will make the burden of a daily croſs light ? Not 
ſlaviſn fear, Sut love that caſts out fear. And who is 
this promiſed to? Why 70 thoſe who labour and are 
heavy laden. And is this promiſed to ſuch poor miſe- 
rable labourers? Tes it is, and that by one who cannot 
lie. Then it is no more than rigbi that they ſhould 


5 
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have it, and fo they ſhall, for ſo it is written, What. 


Poeever is right that ſhall ye receive. 


Some of theſe labourers were hired early, athen 
at the third hour, others at the ſixth, and others at 
the eleventh hour ; ſo that ſome were hired at five 
o'clock in the morning, others at nine, others at 
twelve, and others at five o'clock in the afternoon; 
which different times, I conceive, imply the various 
ſtages of life at which different perſons are called by 
grace. Many perſons, like Samuel, Jeroboam's 
fon, and Timothy, are called early and /uch remem- 
ber their Creator in their youth, while the evil days 


. 1 have no plegſure in ubem. Ecc. xi. 1, And others, 


like the thief upon the croſi are called at the eleventh 


hour; the firſt of which had a ſenſe of Chriſt's love, 


and the laſt had the ſame... fſatyYerily I fay unto thee, 
To day foalt de „ e. Which 
anſwer to the poor thief's er was ſuch an one as 
was never received. by ſoul in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, either before Chrilfſs day or ſince. It was as 
full and replete with free and ſovereign clemency, 
both in the en and effects of it, as eternal 
love could make it. 

It is common for money, which wall current in 
a nation, to bear the image of the ſovereign ruler of 
the people; hence we read of /Cz/ar's image and ſu- 


perſcription on the Roman penny which was brought 


to Chriſt. And ſurely there is nothing that makes a 


dun appear with ſo much of the 1 image. of Jeſus a5 
4 | £32. ſenſe 
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a ſenſe of pardoning love; and, on the other hand, 
believe that carnal enmity againſt God is the moſt 
ſtriking and principal feature in the image of the 
earthly Adam, of ſatan alſo, and of all his children. 
I will put enmity between thee and rhe eee. * 1 
tween thy ſeed and her ſeed. © kiss 
Now theſe labourers, being Poer al lay, hid 

having ſet their heart upon their hire, they are, ſaith 
my text, to be paid before the ſun goes down; for 
the ſun ſhall not go down upon it: conformable to 
which our great Houſeholder acts; for, when even 
was come, the Lord of the vineyard ſaith unto his tew- 
ard, Call the” labourers, and give them their hire, be- 
giming fromthe laſt unto thirſt.” Matt. xx. 8. 
This ſteward is a goſpel miniſter, or che te 
cloud of witneſſes in one body, in union and in hat- 
mony together, both in faith and doctrine; who are 
called fewwards of tbe merics, and of the manifold 
grace of God, But then it may be objected that 1 
is not in their power to give the love of Chrift, which 

I readily grant; yet thiey are faid to invite 3 
Ple 247 . n and, having freely receroed, 
freely they are” to give; and they are ſaid to bring 
forth the beſt robe, the ſboes, and the ring, to put an abe 
 prodigal ſon; that is, they are to preach Chriſt cru; 
ified, imputed righteouſneſs, faith, and the love of 
Chriſt, to him; and, if they bring forth the ring, why 
not the hire? and, if they give to the houſehold a 
Portion of . meat in due ſeaſon, as to hungry ſouls, 
1 not the pemto the laborious ones? 1 know that 

a che 
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the woe: power is of God, * not ber 


man; yet Chriſt will put an honour upon the mini- 


ſtry of his own word, and upon thoſe miniſters in 


whom he dwells, and out of whom he ſhines, and 
by whom he ſpeaks; and I believe that moſt of 


| God's people will agree with me in this, that they 


have received che love of Chriſt into their ſouls 


through the inſtrumentality of the goſpel, miniſtry; 
for, where one receives ĩt without that means, there 
are an hundred that receive it by that means, or by 

dhe inſtrumentality of private chriſtianss. 


Tbe ſun ſhall. not go a down upon the hire of theſe labour- 
ers. By the ſun going down two things are meant; 


the one is the awful departure of the glorious. light | 
of the goſpel from a nation, or a people, who have 
been favoured with it. Naben the ſun goes down over, 


the prophets, and ibe day-is dark over them. Micah 
iii. 6. When. there are no viſions, and people periſh 


| for lack of. knowledge; for where there is ud viſion the 
People periſo. Prov. xxix. 18. And this was the caſe 


with the Jews when their ſun. Wwas turned into dark- 
neſs, and their moon into blood, at the awful departure 


of che Meſſiah, and his goſpel from them. And 


the other meaning is, when people come into a ſtate 


of death; for that is 4e night which cometh wherein uo 


"man can words and, when they are thus gone, they 


bave no more part for ever in any thing that is done un- 
der the fun; for, though the fun is not gone from 


them, yet they are gone from it, like Iſrael into their 


ſtate of captivity, compared to a valley of dead men 
wt” |  - 


(- 303. ) 


and dry bones. She that hath born ſeven Janguilheth, 
ſhe hath given up the Ca ber Jun ts gone down., Ms 
kV 9. 

This hire at V paid — * * goes + down, 
The ſun muſt not go down upon this hire, upon which 
the poor and needy ſet their bearts. And this the 
lord of the houſehold. owns to be right, for he faith at 
their going into the vineyard, My palſoever is right that 
ſhall ye receive. And what is to make a thing right or 
wrong, but ſome law? And the law lays, The jun ſpall 
nut go down upon the hire of a ſervant that is poor and 
needy, becauſe bis heart is ſet upon it. He muſt be paid; 
and therefore the houſeholder calls his ſervants, and 
orders his ſteward to pay them, and that at fox ix o'clock 
too; for he tl at was hired at the. eleventh hour, or at five 
0 clock, had wrought but one hour, and yet be was paid | 

7 
Ee why muſt” they be paid before the ſun goes 
down? Becauſe God will have it ſo; and Chriſt 
came to do the will of him that ſent him, and to 
finiſh his work; yea, he delighted in it. I delight 
to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart: and it became him to fulfil all + on 

neſs. 
| Now the reaſons aſſigned for this is not only the 
appointment of God the Father, but it is what God 
the Son undertook. The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
ne; be hath ſent me to preach good ridings to the 
meek, to bind up the broken hearted, and to preach de- 
2 aner to captives. 1 ut 1 Know r not t of es. good 

| | tidings 


3 
* 


; (394 » | 
ridings to the meek but dying and redeeming love: 


nor do I know of any bandage that will fwaddle 3 
heart broken with the terrors of God but the love 


of Chriſt. And what can deliver a captive but that 
loye which caſteth out fear? 


Again, himſelf declares that except a man be born 


again be camo! ſee the kingdom of God; but how can he 
be born again who never taſtes of divine love, ſeeing 


that it is he and only be that loveth that is born of Gid, 


aud noweth- God, fur be een not dude wt 
God, fer God is love. © 


Once more, Chriſt came to deliver thoſe tobo, through 


ze fear of death, were all their life-time ſubject tn 
bondage. If he came on purpoſe to deliver ſuch 


fouls as theſe, no doubt but he will do it; but then 


what can deliver them from this bondage to the 
fear of death? I anſwer, nothing but love can caft out 


fear and torment. By which it appears that the ab- 


ſolute will of God, the undertaking of Chriſt to 


perſorm his will, the neceſſity of a ſpiritual birth in | 


order to an admittance into the kingdom of God, 
which is impoſſible without it, and the miſſion and 


commiſſion of Chriſt to preach deliverance to cap- 


tives, and to deliver thoſe who through the fear of 
death were all their life-time ſubject to bondage; 


| theſe things, I fay, make it indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


pay the penny to the labourers before the ſun goes 
down, for it is their hire, and they are poor and 
needy, and jet their heart upon it; nar can their ſouls 
ever be ſatisfied without it, on it is love and nothing 
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= 
ale that cuicfes; and therefore the Savicur bids them 
| ak for it, that their joy might be full; for what can 
fill the heart with joy but love? I anſwer, Nothing; 
for no man can be filled with Joy but he that loves 
the thing enjoyed; there is no joy in any thing that 
2 man hates, but rather grief. 2 7 j 
bis hire is @ penny per day, which is expreſſive of 
the conſtant, immutable, and everlaſting love of 
Chriſt to his people, which is the ſame yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever. And without this penny be en- 
joyed in the labour, there 4s no ſatisfaction. Let the 
faint have what diſplays of providence he may, let 
him have never ſo many diſtant views of the co- | 
venant, and let the preacher have never ſuch great 
light and liberty in his ſubject, yet, if there is no 
ſenſe of love, no penny per day, he is not ſatisfied, he 
vill conclude that he is to be put off with a portion 
in this life; or elſe he will take · it for granted he 
has a gift without grace, and that be is to preach 
the goſpel to others, and himſelf to be a caſt-away at the 
loft, Nothing but doubts and fears, jealouſies and ſuf. + 
picione, will work within; and, the more he ſees others 
| bleſſed under him, the more the vehement flame of 
jealouſy will burn, for jealouſy is cruel as the grave, 
and love is the root of it; for where there is no love 
there is no jealouſy, except it be like that of Saul's, 
who was jealous of human applauſe, and who wiſhed 
Samuel to honour him before the people, in order 
obtain i it and keep it; but Saul was no faint, —_ 
Bur when theſe labourers were paid Pe —_ 
0% | ed 


8 
——— 


— 


ed 5 the good man of the houſe, becauſe the laſt | 


_ eleventh hour, and die in their firft love; and hes 


5 r — — f „ Ps en el ts ANA” > - et 
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either with labour or all the ſubſtance ot a mant 


aw * 
—— — w 


ws or the enjoyment of it. 


| for no houſeholder can be offended at the envy and 


dur dear Redeemer, who loved his ſpouſe better than 
tion for him, or Jealouſy over his love to her. The 


legal ſpirit, conceiving that, as they had toiled under 


yea, even againſt the very name of it. 


upon them rather to command than obey, which il 


tank) 


were paid firft, and becauſe all received a penny alike, 
This is often ſeen by ſuch ſouls as are called at the 


thoſe who are called late are more indulged than 
thoſe who have borne the heat and burden of the 
day. This penny, or this love; is not to be bought 


houſe ; both theſe are utterly contemned when offer- 
ed to be given for love, either for the An al! it 


For this murmuring only a gentle cſs is oven, 


aim of his ſervants when they ſtrive to be upper- 
moſt in his affections; nor is it likely that Chriſt, 


his own life, ſhould be offended at her cordial affec- 


murmuring of theſe ſervants ſeems to ſpring from a 


the heat and burden of the day, they merited more 
than others who had worked but one hour; againſt 
which ſpirit runs the whole current of the goſpel; 


Furthermore, the ſervants by this ſpirit take 


becomes either a ſervant or a wife, who are ordered 
to be in ſubjection, the one to his maſter, and the 
other to her own huſband; beſides, this murmu'- 


ing alters not the matter; the laſt are firſt and the 
= oh „ · apy 6 full 


a: 


"feſt aft; he that humbles himſelf as a lirtle child is 
the greateſt in the empire of grace ; he that takes 
the loweſt room ſhall go up higher ; he that thinks 
himfelf the laſt ſhall be firſt ; and he that is the leaſt + 
in his own eyes ſhall be one of the heads of the tribes © 
of Iſrael. God will dwell with the broken and con- 
trite heart, and look at thoſe for good, even with a 
loving heart and helping hand, who tremble at his 
word. I well know that all the ſcuffle and contention 
that ariſes among God's real ſaints, now is, and ever 
hath been, which ſhall be the greateſt, or which ſhall 
ſtand higheſt in the Lord's favour. But God our 
Saviour is without partiality ; he loves all his children 
alike ; nor ſhall there be any difference between them 
in ultimate glory, though there are and may be 
many diſputes about it in this world, in order to 
provoke the jealouſy, and to ſtir up the 9 
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| Smith Jordan 
King Richard _ Sinnock Thomas 
Kenward William 2 Sanders Fann7 
Knight James Sharp Stephen 
King John : Sinnock James 
L k Phil 80 _ Her 
uc I tephens 
Lower — | af ot 
Laggatt Richard Towner Mary ; 
| Taylor Michael RE 
Morris Joseph, 3 copies Terry Priſcilla”. 
' Marchant Thomas Tippins David 
Mockford Richard Tully William 
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Tere Daniel 
Taylor Sarah 


V 


Wümſhurſt Thomas 


Whiteing Fanny 
Weller William 


A =p Wood Henry 


- We 92g MARESFIELD. 
_ Mills Timothy © 
„ MAIDSTONE. 1-4 
French Stephen 
Burch William 
Bailey Thomas 
Cheeſeman John 
Bow John 
Tabett Richard 


SS Matthews Mango . 

| NORTHAMPTON. 
Vorley Rev. Edward 

Munday 55 
Adams John, 
Luck John 
Treſlor Thomas 

Broad Mrs. 
Kirton John 

Hlewitt James 

= Shinn Joſeph _ 

| Munday Richard 

= - Luke Mr. 
Truſlow Mr. 


Brown John 
8 Dunford, Mr. *& . 
--: -Gallop Mr. 5 
5 Gillingham William © 
Cove William, 
Bailey James 


Noyes Rev. James 


| NONTGOMERYSHIRE. | 


GREAT MISSENDEN.. 


| 3 copies 
3 copies 


POOLE, DORSETSHAIRE. - 


'2 — 


Galton Fo 92 57.5 bs Se 
Young Captain Robert 


FPEWSET, WILTs. 
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. 


Noyes Jane PO Ny F 


Edwards Joſeph 


Lucy William 


Chandler Daniel „ 


Lidard John „ x 


Pike Thomas 


Benjer George 


| Parry Philip 5 
Pierce Elizabeth | 


Dear Margaret 
Alexander Martha 1 


Edwards Mary ; 
Arnold Alice bi 


Murprett 


"==> <q V 
Beſt John 3 ie. 


Cook William. 


PUTNEY, | 
Hill William 
5 | PORTSMOUTH, | 

Chamberlain Jos 


Tabor Charles 


Heather Tames 


F 


. Heather William 5 


' PORTSEA, © 


Robinſon John 


 Ivimey Joſeph 
A Friend | 


Canaway 1 | 
Mitchell William 


| _ Coker Thomas 


Budd James 
Harding John 
Strickland John 

Baſtard Joſeph 15 
Carter Rev. 3 
Aylwin Mary 
Rapſey Mrs. 
* Mr. 


Hopley Mrs, | 


Friend Edward 
Peak Stephen 
Norwood Richard 
Dawſon Saran 
Rogers John 


READING, | 
” Buſhnell Daniel 


Chapman Mr. 
Hunter Mr. 
Merchant Mr. . 
Honnor Mrs. 
Burges Mrs, 
Perch Mr. 
2 Mr. 

uxrell Mr. 
Allen Mr » 
Borley Charles 


Reeves William 
Willingham Ann 
Sanders Charles 
Waters Mrs. 
Green Mrs. 
Frey Elizabeth 
«Trigg Ruth 
Carter Miſs 
effcot Mrs. 
lundle William 
Ward Mrs. 
Chadwick Charles 
Wheetley Thomas 


- _ . STREATHAM. 
Williams John 
Clark Adam 
Berryman William 


Dixſon William 


Hurmſton John 
Bull Thomas 


RAMSGATE. 6 


RICHMOND, SURRY. | 


Belchambers . 


STONE, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


SLEAFORD, LINCOLNSHIRE. 
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-.. COUNTRY. LIST. | ia ar Wt 


Copeland Richard! lag 
Mainwell _ big e 


Mitchell John 


KING sUrrox. E 
Blake Thomas, ſenior at 


Blake Thomas 


* 


Slover I. A. 


Wyatt John 
| TOTTENHAM, MIDDLESEX, | 
Winn John A Drone BY 


TUCHURST.. 


| Badcock Joſeph 


TINGSWICK.. 
Coare William 


UXBRIDGE, | 


| F 6 8 
Clarke Herbert | 
Shrimpton Thomas 38 
Thornton Robert 
Lander Charles 
Beſt Marx 15 

ohnſon Mrs. 
urray Charles 


8 


WELWYN, HEPTS. 


> Oxenham Rev. Thomas - 


Batten Abraham, 4 copies 


Thurgood Thomas NS, 


Bunker Edward 

Palmer Mrs. M, 

Batten Edward 

Troup John 

Kent George 

Mardal Mrs. 

Cannon Daniel 

Waller Mrs. S. 

Fletcher Thomas 

White James | 
Ephgrave Thomas 
Bradſhaw Mrs. Roſe 
Barron John 


Adams Philip 


Lawrence Mrs. MW. 
Dawes William 
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o 
I 


— » 
— 


' COUNTRY LIST. 


Kimpton Thomas 
Weſton Mrs. Ann 
Robins Ebenezer 


WEST WYCOMB, CAMBRIDGESH, 
Taylor Daniel | 


7 


WOOLWICH, KENT. 


Studd James 
Maltock David 


Marden James 


| Ramſey James 


Briſſenden Samuel 
Smith Stephen 
Bryan Ely 


| Charlton Mrs, C. 


Hearnden Thomas : 


White Henry 


Short Searle © 


Barefoot Henry 


Plaile Thomas 


Mitchell Thomas 


Pankhurſt Richard 


Wildiſh William 
Butler John, 
Chapman John 
Fuller Joſeph 


Tappy Mrs. 


Ellis John 


Lamb Thomas 


White Mark 

Reed Francis 
WATFORD. 

Webb James 


WILSTON, NEAR TRING, : 


Harding James 
YORK. 
Brown Miſs. 


NEW YORK, AMERICA, | 


Jackſon Ann. 
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